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HIGHLIGHTS 
October 25 - 31, 1998 


He rain (4 to 6 inches, with locally higher totals) <I 
soaked areas from northern Texas to east-central Contents _—s_| 
Kansas, eliminating topsoil dryness and providing moisture ee 
for winter wheat establishment. Lowland flooding ensued, : [onsale ein ten Maps oo 
however, resulting in standing water and wash-outs in wheat Hurricane Mitch Update ...............5.55 
fields near streams and rivers. The rain also halted the High National Weather Data for Selected Cities ...._ 
Plains cotton harvest and threatened the quality of the National Agricultural Summary .............- 
unharvested crop. Significant rains (mostly greater than 1 _ Crop Progress and Condition 
inch) also fell across the Great Basin, Four Corners region, REE: cece 
western Corn Belt, northern New England, and elsewhere 
in the central and southern Plains, slowing fieldwork. In 
contrast, mostly dry weather prevailed in the Mid-Atlantic 
(Continued on page 3) 
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and Southeastern States, spurring summer-crop harvesting and 
winter wheat planting. Mostly dry weather also favored 
fieldwork in California. Weekly temperatures averaged as 
much as 3°F below normal in California’s Central Valley, but 
ranged from 3 to 11°F above normal throughout the Plains and 
Midwest. Readings averaged up to 7°F above normal in the 
Mid-Atlantic and Southeastern States. 


During the early- to midweek period, a low-pressure system 
traversed areas from the Southwest to the upper Midwest, 
producing widespread rain. On Sunday, Flagstaff, AZ netted 
a daily-record rainfall of 1.48 inches. Two days later, daily 
records were established in Albuquerque, NM (0.62 inches) 
and Peoria, IL (1.47 inches). In the central Rockies, the storm 
deposited 6 inches of snow in Leadville, CO. Across the 
northern Plains, the storm capped a record-wet October in 
several locations, including Glasgow, MT (3.05 inches), Rapid 
City, SD (5.60 inches), and Aberdeen, SD (7.29 inches). Very 
warm weather prevailed in many areas east of the storm’s 
center. On October 25, Providence, RI (75°F) notched a daily- 
record high. Records on Tuesday included 87°F in Pinson, AL 
and 73°F in Alpena, MI. Late in the week, the storm’s energy 
translated to a low-pressure system east of Maine, raking 
northern New England with rain and high winds. On Friday, 
wind gusts in Maine reached 52 mph in Greenville and 56 mph 
on Monhegan Island. 


6 SS SCOURS Si RI 


A second, stronger storm emerged from the Southwest toward 
week’s end, sparking additional heavy rain. October 31 rainfall 
totaled 5.79 inches in Wichita, KS, propelling the city to its 
wettest October (9.42 inches) on record. Storm-total rainfall 
(through 7:00 a.m. CST on Sunday) in Oklahoma included 8.29 
inches in Cherokee and 6.89 inches in Woodward. In Texas, 
the storm boosted Amarillo’s monthly rainfall to 6.48 inches 
(their highest October total since 1941), more than half of which 
fell on October 30-31. Farther north, much cooler air 
overspread the Northwest. On Friday, lows dipped to 20°F in 
Spokane, WA and 7°F in Burns, OR. In contrast, very warm 
conditions continued across the Southeast. On Friday, daily- 
record highs included 85°F in Huntsville, AL and 86°F in 
Florence, SC. A day later, Tallahassee, FL recorded 88°F. 


In Alaska, weekly temperatures ranged from 7 to 13°F above 
normal in northern and western areas. Nevertheless, Barrow 
noted their first sub-zero reading of the season (-1°F on October 
27) and first below-normal minimum temperature since August 
17. Inthe south, Kodiak wrapped up another wet month (13.96 
inches, or 194 percent of normal), raising their year-to-date 
rainfall to 93.12 inches (170 percent). Meanwhile, Honolulu, 
HI concluded another dry month (0.13 inches, or 6 percent of 
normal), leaving their year-to-date total at 2.52 inches (17 
percent). 





Hurricane Mitch Update 





After peaking in strength with 180 mph sustained winds and a 
minimum central pressure of 905 millibars (26.72 inches) on 
October 26-27 (below), Hurricane Mitch drifted generally 
westward and then southward into Honduras. At peak strength, 
Mitch tied August 1969's Hurricane Camille as the fourth- 
strongest storm in Atlantic Basin history, and the strongest 
October Atlantic hurricane on record. Only Gilbert (888 mb in 
September 1988), an unnamed hurricane (892 mb in September 
1935), and Allen (899 mb in August 1980) were stronger. 
Although Mitch weakened below hurricane force after landfall, 
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GOES-8 VIS 
Oct. 26, 1998 
4:15 p.m. EST 


the slow-moving storm continued to be a prodigious rain- 
producer. 


In northern Honduras, October 26-3 1 rainfall at La Ceiba totaled 
25.48 inches (647 mm). Much higher totals likely occurred 
across the mountains of Honduras and Nicaragua, resulting in 
extensive to locally catastrophic flooding. Agricultural 
operations in these countries, as well as portions of El Salvador 
and Guatemala, were adversely affected by severe flooding, 
gusty winds, and flood- 

damaged infrastructure. 


Mitch’s remnant circulation 
drifted southwestward through 
Honduras and westward through 
Guatemala, reaching 
southeastern Mexico on 
November 1 (right). The weak 
low-pressure system then turned 
northward in response to an 
approaching cold front, re- 
emerging over open water near 
the west coast of the Yucatan 
Peninsula a day later. As of 
November 3, locally heavy rains 
persist across portions of 
southeastern Mexico and 
Central America, hampering 
flood-recovery efforts. 


GOES-8 IR 
Nov. 1, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 31, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 31, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 31, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





October 26 - November 1, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Most of the Nation experienced another week of dry 
weather, which allowed farmers to make steady 
harvest progress. Planting of winter wheat and other 
fall-seeded grains also made good progress. 
Widespread late-week rains, extending from northern 
Texas through Oklahoma and Kansas to western 
Missouri, halted fieldwork, but provided beneficial 


moisture for recently seeded crops. Some areas of 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas experienced flooding 
and erosion due to heavy downpours. Above-normal 
temperatures that prevailed east of the Rocky 
Mountains promoted quick drying of late developing 
crops and aided growth of fail-seeded crops. 





Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest advanced 11 percentage 
points, to 83 percent complete, and remained more than 1 
week ahead of the 68 percent normal pace. Progress 
exceeded the normal pace in all of the major corn-producing 
states and was more than 2 weeks early across most of the 
northern Corn Belt. The harvest pace remained brisk in 
most of the Corn Belt, excluding an area along the Ohio 
River Valley, where most of the harvest was complete. The 
pace was slower in the central Great Plains also, as many 
farmers began to wrap up the harvest season. In the 
southern Great Plains and Southeast, the harvest was 
virtually complete. 


Soybeans: The harvest pace slowed, progressing just 7 
percentage points, to 89 percent complete. Many farmers in 
the Corn Belt were finished harvesting soybeans and others 
were nearly finished. In the extreme southern Corn Belt, 
along the Ohio River Valley and into the lower Mississippi 
Valley, the pace remained brisk. In the Southeast, the 
harvest was still in the early stages, but quickly gained 
momentum, especially along the southern Atlantic coastal 
Plains. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton harvest steadily progressed, 
to 68 percent complete, up from 61 percent the previous 
week. Normally, 60 percent of the crop would be harvested 
by this date. In Oklahoma, cotton growers remained far 
ahead of the average for this date, despite late-week rains 
that limited progress. The harvest was also well ahead of 
normal across most of the Southeast and lower Mississippi 
Valley. Harvest progress accelerated in the Southwest, but 
remained behind normal, especially in California, where the 
crop continued to mature slowly due to cool weather. 


Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 90 percent 
complete, slightly behind the 91 percent average for this 
date. Most of the planting was complete in the central and 
northern Great Plains, the northern Rocky Mountains, 
Pacific Northwest, and eastern Corn Belt. Progress lagged 
behind normal in parts of the southern Great Plains and 
lower Missouri Valley, where frequent rains hindered 
planting efforts. Farmers made steady progress in the 
northern Mississippi Delta and the pace accelerated in 
California, where dry weather aided seeding efforts. Dry 
soils hindered progress in the Southeast. Wheat had 
emerged on 75 percent of the acreage, 4 percentage points 
behind the 5-year average. Crop development exceeded the 
normal progress across most of the northern Great Plains 
and into the Pacific Northwest due to early planting 
progress. Emergence was well ahead of normal in 
Washington, but stands were spotty due to dry soils. Warm 
weather aided development in the eastern Corn Belt, 
especially in Ohio, where emergence was more than a week 
ahead of the 5-year average. 


Other crops: The sorghum harvest advanced to 83 
percent complete, nearly a week ahead of the normal 77 
percent pace. Illinois growers made rapid progress, while 
farmers in the southern and central Great Plains also 
managed to make good progress despite rain, which limited 
activity in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. Peanuts harvested 
advanced to 82 percent, up 10 percentage points from the 
previous week and 3 percentage points ahead of the 5-year 
average. Florida peanut growers were finishing the harvest 
season well ahead of the 38 percent normal for this date. 
The pace accelerated in most peanut-producing regions, 
especially along the Atlantic Coastal Plains; however, 
growers in Alabama and Georgia remained behind average. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending November 1, 1998 





Winter Wheat Percent Planted 


Nov 1 Prev Prev 5-Yr 
4998 Week Year 
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These 19 States planted 91% of 
last winter wheat 





Winter Wheat Percent Emerged 





Nov 1 Prev Prev 5-Yr 
1998 Week © Year Avg 





AR 35 17 39 36 





CA 5 0 2 4 





co 90 96 95 





GA 6 5 tA 





ID 73 64 75 70 





IL 71 71 





IN 





71 72 
KS 84 90 








MO 





MT 





NE 





NC 20 13 





OH 68 





OK 74 





OR 69 





SD 98 99 





™ 69 





WA 98 96 





ALL 75 79 








These 19 States planted 91% of 
last year's winter wheat acreage. 








Soybeans Percent Harvested Cotton Percent Harvested 


Nov 1 -- Prev Prev 5-Yr Novi Prev Prev 5-Yr 
1998: Week Year 1998 Week Year 


These 14 States harvested 98% of 
last cotton 





Sorghum Percent Harvested 





These 19 States harvested 93% of ick te haw 5-Yr 


last 1998 Week Year Avg 
AR 100 100 99 98 
Corn Percent Harvested CO J 
IL 86 56 88 70 
Novi = Prev Prev 6&Yr KS 90 79 75 77 
19968 Week Year LA 100 100 100 
100 100 100 
1 MO 76 81 78 
82 NE 76 80 75 
NM 14 45 34 
OK 55 45 41 
SD 74 79 75 
™ 77 81 87 
ALL 75 75 77 
These 12 States harvested 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 





















































VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

x F - Fair 

wi G - Good 


iz EX - Excellent 
These 17 States harvested 92% of *. Revised 


last s corn 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 43% very short, 42% 
short, 15% adequate. Continued dry weather brought seeding of small 
grains, winter grazing crops to a standstill. Cotton harvested 79%, 54% 
1997, 65% avg. Soybeans harvested 68%, 56% 1997, 49% avg. Peanuts 
dug 92%, 100% 1997, 96% avg.; combined 85%, 96% 1997, 93% avg. 
Livestock 2% very poor, 19%, poor, 56% fair, 21% good, 2% excellent. 
Pasture feed 16% very poor, 32% poor, 41% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent. 
Fall harvest was completed in many areas. Pastures continued to suffer, 
many cattlemen continued feeding hay. Harvest of turnips, collards, squash, 
okra continued. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is progressing but is still 1 week behind 1997, 
average. Scattered rains over the weekend slowed harvest in some areas. 
Alfalfa harvest activity was reported as 50% not being harvested, 9% light, 
30% moderate, 11% active. Scattered showers interrupted harvest in several 
areas. Alfalfa condition was virtually unchanged from the previous week. 
Condition 2% poor, 17% fair, 58% good, 23% excellent. Sheeping off 
continued to increase. A few reporters reported small grains being planted. 
As of November 1, 1% of the durum wheat, 1% of other wheat, 3% of the 
barley had been planted. Some areas reported grain for grazing being 
planted. Other farmers reported preparing for small grain planting. Last week 
central areas growers harvested cantaloupes, green onions, honeydews, 
mixed greens, watermelons, a light volume of cabbage, cilantro, kale, 
spinach. Eastern producers shipped apples, chili peppers, head lettuce. 
Western producers continued to ship cantaloupes, honeydews. Western, 
central citrus groves continued to harvest lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 2% very short, 
22% short, 74% adequate, 2% surplus. Temperatures were much above 
normal for the week, precipitation was widely scattered, light. Most reporting 
stations had no rain during the period. Main farming activities: Harvesting 
cotton, soybeans; completing the rice harvest; planting wheat. Both the 
soybean, cotton harvest progressed nearly a week ahead of 1997, ahead of 
average. Other farm activities included planting cool season pastures to 
offset losses from armyworms, drought; shredding cotton stalks; leveling, 
draining, preparing ground for 1999; treating wheat for ryegrass control. 
Cattle producers continued to wean, market calves and cull cows from their 
herds. Cattle were treated for worms, tested for pregnancies, reported in 
good condition statewide. Oats 14% fair, 78% good, 8% excellent. Alfalfa 
1% very poor, 27% poor, 53% fair, 19% good. Other hay 6% very poor, 15% 
poor, 42% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent. Range, pasture feed 6% very poor, 
24% poor, 40% fair, 28% good, 2% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities gradually resumed as soils dried from the 
previous weekend's rainfall. Seeding of small grains, winter forages slowly 
gained momentum. Earlier seeded wheat, barley fields were emerging. 
Cotton harvest in the San Joaquin, Sacramento valleys was temporarily 
delayed by wet soils early in the week. By midweek cotton harvest was back 
in full swing, followed immediately by plowdown for pink bollworm control. 
Desert area cotton harvest was ongoing. Rice harvest was winding down in 
the Sacramento, northern San Joaquin valleys. Stubble burning was halted 
by wet conditions. Corn for grain, silage; dry beans, sugar beets were 
harvested where conditions permitted. Imperial Valley sugar beets were 
treated for armyworms, aphids, while new crop sugar beets were still being 
seeded in the San Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa, sudan grass were cut for hay or 
greenchopped. Seedbed preparation for planting small grains, forage crops, 
new alfalfa continued. Some orchardists were pruning, conducting post 
harvest irrigation, fertilization. San Joaquin Valley grape growers continued 
to harvest grapes for fresh consumption. Emperor, Red Globe, Crimson 
Seedless were the major varieties moving. Thompson Seedless grapes were 
picked for fresh, raisin, wine uses. About 2% of the raisins were on open 
trays, 3% rolled, 95% picked up. Cool weather has slowed drying. Harvest 
of grapes for wine was also active. Fuji, granny smith apple picking was 
active. Fig, olive, persimmon, pomegranate harvests continued. Kiwifruit 
picking was active; quality was good, but fruit size was small. Almond, 





pistachio, walnut harvests were nearing completion. Valencia orange harvest 
continued at a slow pace. New crop navel oranges were maturing, small 
sized fruit. Lemon, grapefruit picking continued. Satsuma harvest was 
underway. Maturity was somewhat delayed. Fall season strawberry harvest 
continued. Harvest of potatoes, bell peppers, cucumbers continued. Harvest 
of fresh, processing tomatoes came to an end throughout State. Broccoli, 
lettuce harvests continued in the San Joaquin Valley, central coast areas. 
Fall cantaloupes, honeydew melons were harvested in the Imperial Valley. 
Additional vegetable crops harvested included fresh, processing onions, 
eggplant, turnips, potatoes, green beans, cucumbers, squash, radishes, 
parsley, sweet potatoes, beets. Harvests of fall cabbage, cauliflower, 
spinach crops were beginning in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Garlic, 
Carrot, onion, potato fields continued to be planted in central, southern 
counties. Pasture, rangeland conditions were improving. Early week rainfall 
in central, northern areas started new grass growth, but more was needed 
before stocker cattle can be turned out. Stock cows on winter pastures were 
in good condition with the abundance of old feed, most were being provided 
Supplemental nutrients. Fall calving continued in some areas. Stock ewes 
were moved onto alfalfa pastures, bean fields in the San Joaquin Valley. Fall 
lambing was underway. Feeder lambs in the southern desert areas were 
moving onto alfalfa, sudan grass pastures. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 4% very short, 14% 
short, 67% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 25% short, 66% 
adequate 2% surplus. Scattered rain and/or snow showers brought some 
needed moisture to the winter wheat crop but slowed some late harvest 
activities. Sugar beets 83% harvested, 81% 1997, 86% avg. Alfalfa 82% 4th 
Cutting, 80% 1997, 64% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 59% good, 
13% excellent. Pasture, range feed in mostly good to fair condition. 
Livestock continue to be moved to graze crop residues as harvest is 
completed. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 5% very short, 45% 
short, 50% adequate. Subsoil 2% very short, 44% short, 54% adequate. 
Barley 31% fair, 68% good, 1% excellent; 91% planted, 93% 1997, 87% avg. 
Wheat 20% fair, 78% good, 2% excellent; 60% planted, 59% 1997, 52% avg. 
Soybeans 90% shedding leaves, 93% 1997, 94% avg.; 50% harvested, 32% 
1997, 39% avg. Field corn 93% combined, 72% 1997, 87% avg. Sorghum 
50% harvested, 29% 1997, 41% avg. Alfalfa hay 40% 5th cutting, 51% 
1997, 46% avg. Other hay 90% 4th cutting, 98% 1997, 65% avg. Hay 
supplies 27% short, 73% adequate. Pasture feed 6% poor, 47% fair, 47% 
good. Activities: Continued fall harvesting, good work week for sowing 
small grains. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture short to adequate. Haying active. Tobacco 
markets closed October 20th. Cotton, peanut, soybean harvests active. 
Sugarcane harvest gaining momentum. Sugarcane planting active. Eighty- 
nine percent peanut acreage for nuts harvested. Harvesting tomatoes started 
in Palmetto-Ruskin region while picking Bell peppers began around 
Immokalee. Snap bean, cucumber harvesting started East Coast region. 
Maior crops shipped included snap beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, 
peppers, pickles, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. In citrus area, early week 
warm weather followed by rain, cooler temperatures. A little irrigation. New 
growth slowed. Harvesting crews moving early oranges, white, colored 
grapefruit, early tangerines. Few processing plants now open. Caretakers 
Cutting cover crops, few sprays, fertilizers being applied. Dead trees being 
pushed, a few resets being planted. Pasture feed fair 35%, good 55%, 
excellent 10%. Cattle fair 25%, good 65%, excellent 10%. North; land 
preparation for winter forage production active; half of forage planted. 
Central; pastures looked good, grass growing with good color. However, 
pastures declining seasonally due to dry weather. West Central; pastures in 
fair condition, not much growth but still somewhat green. Southwest; 
pastures received good showers. Statewide, cattle, calves in fair to good 
condition. 
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GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 29% very short, 
52% short, 19% adequate. Cotton 13% very poor, 23% poor, 45% fair, 16% 
good, 3% excellent; 93% bolis open, 95% 1997, 96% avg. Peanuts 96% 
dug, 100% 1997, 99% avg. Rye 69% planted, 67% 1997, 70% avg. 
Sorghum 90% harvested for grain, 74% 1997, 80% avg. Soybeans 21% very 
poor, 26% poor, 36% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent; 97% dropping leaves, 
96% 1997, 97% avg. Other small grains 52% planted, 49% 1997, 51% avg. 
Onions 0% transplanted, 2% 1997, 3% avg. Apples 96% harvested, 95% 
1997, 95% avg. Pecans 16% very poor, 35% poor, 34% fair, 15% good; 
31% harvested, 23% 1997, 21% avg. Dry conditions allow for good 
harvesting progress of most field crops, delayed some fall planting, other field 
preparations. Cotton, soybean harvest continued to benefit from the dry 
weather. Soil moisture levels are short across the State. Rain is needed in 
all areas. Northwestern producers report above average soybean yields. 
Pasture, small grain planting continued. Dry weather delayed the emergence 
of small grains in most area. Condition ratings for most crops declined from 
previous week. Other activities included irrigating vegetables, overseeding 
pastures, apple, pecan harvesting, routine care of livestock. 





HAWAII: Beneficial mixture of sunshine, showers enabled crops to make 
good progress. Fieldwork, crop maintenance programs were very active. 
Banana production steady at moderate to heavy volume. Papaya fields in 
mostly fair to good condition. Harvesting will remain steady. Head cabbage 
production steady, of good quality; with some reporting smaller heads. 
Tomato production heavy from Hawaii island. Harvesting of sweet corn 
expected to increase. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 1% surplus, 73% 
adequate, 26% short. Sugar beets, apple harvest nearing completion. 
Precipitation totals below normal. Onions harvested 100%, 1997 100%, avg. 
100%. Apples harvested 85%, 1997 94%, avg. 92%. Potatoes harvested 
98%, 1997 99%, avg. 98%. Corn harvested for grain 42%, 1997 38%, avg. 
46%. Sugar beets harvested 81%, 1997 82%, avg. 78%. Activities: Fall 
ground preparation, wrapping up fall harvest, winter wheat planting, 
winterizing sprinkler systems, caring for livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 1% very short, 11% 
short, 78% adequate, 10% surplus. Rain slowed harvest last week in the 
northern part of the State. In other areas, dry conditions allowed farmers to 
make progress harvesting the late corn, soybeans. Other activities last week 
included cleaning equipment, applying anhydrous ammonia, hauling grain, 
caring for livestock. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 3% very short, 24% 
short, 70% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 10% very short, 30% short, 55% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Harvest slowed down, but remains ahead of average. 
Cool, damp weather late in the week hampered harvest activities, especially 
over the weekend. Corn harvest advanced 14%, remaining about 10 days 
ahead of normal. Soybean harvest only progressed 5%, as harvest nears 
completion. Fall tillage operations reportedly are also running ahead of 
normal, as many farmers are wrapping up harvest early. Range, pasture 
feed 5% very poor, 18% poor, 40% fair, 33% good, 4% excellent. Activities: 
Harvesting corn, soybeans, seeding winter wheat, fall tillage, caring for 
livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 1% very short, 7% short, 
71% adequate, 21% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 14% short, 72% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Western districts reported good harvest conditions 
with soybean harvest nearly finished. Corn is being piled on the ground in 
the northwest, north central. In the eastern portion of the State, fields are 
muddy with reports of soil compaction. Fall tillage, fertilizer application are 
keeping producers busy between rain showers. Corn acreage harvested 
86%, 83% 1997, 69% avg. Moisture of all field corn averaged 18%; 
harvested corn averaged 17%. Corn lodging 33% none, 43% light, 19% 
moderate, 5% heavy; corn ear droppage 36% none, 45% light, 17% 
moderate, 2% heavy. Soybean acreage harvested 97%, 99% 1997, 97% 
avg. Winter wheat planted 91%, 89% 1997, 94% avg. Completion of 1999 
row crop fall tillage 27%, 31% 1997, 23% avq,; fall fertilizer applied 23%, 
28% 1997, 20% avg. Grain movement 15% none, 41% light, 34% moderate, 
10% heavy. Off-farm grain storage availability 37% short, 62% adequate, 1% 
surplus; on-farm storage 36% short, 63% adequate, 1% surplus. Pasture 





feed declined slightly to 4% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 40% good, 12% 
excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 1% very short, 10% 
short, 82% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 9% short, 85% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Sorghum, soybean harvest made good progress. 
Rains late in the week stall fieldwork. Sunflowers harvested 91%, 72% 1997. 
Major field activities were seeding wheat, harvesting grain, fall tillage. 
Pasture feed 7% poor, 33% fair, 55% good, 5% excellent. Stock water 1% 
very short 4% short, 89% adequate, 6% surplus. Producers weaning calves 
and moving cattle to crop residue. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 19% very short, 48% 
short, 32% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 23% very short, 44% short, 31% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Above normal temperatures Statewide. Rainfall inches 
continued below normal. Cool, damp mornings helped stripping of tobacco. 
Stripped tobacco 1% very poor, 12% poor, 35% fair, 43% good, 9% excellent. 
Pasture feed 11% very poor, 25% poor, 39% fair, 24% good, 1% excellent. 
Winter wheat 81% seeded, 78% 1997, 77% avg.; 3% poor, 28% fair, 57% 
good, 12% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
42% short, 52% adequate, 1% surplus. Hay 94% final cutting, 100% 1997, 
98% avg. Pecans 6% very poor, 19% poor, 40% fair, 26% good, 9% 
excellent; 25% harvested, 25% 1997, 20% avg. Soybean acres were plowed 
under due to poor soybeans. Sugarcane 2% very poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 
39% good, 18% excellent; 99% planted, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; 24% 
harvested, 24% 1997, 28% avg. Sweet potatoes 88% harvested, 81% 1997, 
82% avg. Soft spots on sweet potatoes were reported as harvest continued. 
Wheat 55% planted, 31% 1997, 31% avg.; 35% emerged, 12% 1997, 16% 
avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 10% poor, 41% fair, 43% good, 4% excellent. 
Vegetables 5% very poor, 18% poor, 47% fair, 27% good, 3% excellent. 
Pastures: Many winter pastures are up but need rain. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 24% very short, 58% 
short, 18% adequate. Subsoil 28% very short, 50% short, 22% adequate. 
Barley 10% very poor, 17% poor, 18% fair, 43% good, 12% excellent; 95% 
planted, 91% 1997, 91% avg. Rye 1% very poor, 17% poor, 31% fair, 44% 
good, 7% excellent; 84% planted, 78% 1997, 75% avg. Wheat 1% very poor, 
17% poor, 33% fair, 45% good, 4% excellent; 70% planted, 60% 1997, 66% 
avg. Field corn 85% combined, 76% 1997, 82% avg. Soybeans 60% 
harvested, 48% 1997, 49% avg. Sorghum 70% harvested, 48% 1997, 53% 
avg. Tobacco 16% stripped, 8% 1997, 11% avg. Pasture feed 12% very 
poor, 35% poor, 24% fair, 29% good. Other hay 4th cutting 94% harvested, 
80% 1997, 78% avg. Alfalfa hay 50% Sth cutting, 47% 1997, 57% avg. Hay 
supplies 5% very short, 21% short, 68% adequate, 6% surplus. Activities: 
Continued sowing of small grains, continued harvesting of corn, soybeans, 
sorghum, hay; stripping tobacco. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 12% very short, 28% 
short, 58% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 15% very short, 45% short, 38% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Hay 4th cutting 87%, 88% 1997, 84% avg. Light rain 
fell across State early in week. Temperatures 4 to 7 degrees above normal. 
Some areas have still not had a freeze. Ideal harvest weather continued past 
week. Some farmers completely finished with sugarbeet harvest while others 
about to finish. Corn harvest progressing ahead of average. Soybean 
harvest almost complete. Only double cropped soybeans to be harvested in 
southeast corner of State. Winter wheat planting nearly complete with many 
areas needing additional moisture to help crop along. Most cover crops were 
also in place. Low soil moisture made fall tillage difficult in some areas. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 4% short, 77% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Soybeans 13% moisture content, 11% 1997, 12% 
avg.; 77% stubble worked, 83% 1997, 64% avg. Sugar beets 98% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Sunflowers 63% harvested, 91% 1997, 
86% avg. Corn 17% moisture content, 18% 1997, 22% avg.; stubble 
worked 59%, 62% 1997, 38% avg. Pasture feed 6% very poor, 15% poor, 
28% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent. Rainfall during the week, especially in 
southern areas of the State, kept farmers from harvesting, doing other fall 
fieldwork. Corn, soybean harvest is nearing completion, so many farmers 
have been busy with fall tillage and fertilizer application for next year’s crop. 
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MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 48% very 
short, 37% short, 15% adequate. Cotton 98% harvested, 84% 1997, 84% 
avg. Soybeans 95% harvested, 84% 1997, 75% avg. Sweet potatoes 90% 
harvested, 88% 1997, 88% avg. Wheat 72% planted, 68% 1997, 63% avg.; 
42% emerged, 52% 1997, 44% avg.; 7% very poor, 8% poor, 57% fair, 26% 
good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 97% harvested, 100% 1997. Hay supply 25% 
short, 71% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed grain 17% short, 76% adequate, 7% 
surplus. Cattle 3% very poor, 15% poor, 45% fair, 30% good, 7% excellent. 
Pasture feed 18% very poor, 33% poor, 32% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent. 
Activities: Cotton, soybean harvests are nearing completion. Dry weather is 
Causing wheat emergence to lag behind 1997, average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 1% very short, 9% 
short, 70% adequate, 20% surplus. Wettest areas are northeast at 48% 
surplus, west central, southwest are about 25% surplus, while south central 
at 26% short, southeast at 34% short. Ground intended for next year’s spring 
Crops that has been worked at least once (excluding no-till) 27%, 30% 1997, 
20% avg. Corn harvest least advanced northeast 67%, northwest 75%, while 
central third is over 90%, southern third of State has been complete for about 
a month. Soybean harvest most advanced in south central 90%, north 
central 87%, central district at 86%, least advanced southwest, west central 
at 75%. Sorghum harvest virtually complete southern third of State, while 
central 60%, northeast 65%, east central 68% are least advanced. Wheat 
planting most advanced in Bootheel at 80%, followed by east central 76%, 
south central 73%, least advanced west central 40%, southwest 43%, 
northeast 58%. Cotton harvest 6 days behind normal. Weekly precipitation 
1.26 in. Rainfall for the month of October averaged 6.45 in. compared with 
the 30-year avg of 3.37 in. East central, south central at 4.0 in avg the lowest 
for the month, while most other areas in the northern two-thirds of State avg 
7.0 to 9.0 in. Lowest pasture feed 5% poor, 22% fair, 60% good, 13% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 7% very short, 37% 
short, 54% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 12% very short, 42% short, 45% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Only significant amounts of precipitation were 
reported in the eastern part of the State. Rest of the State either received no 
moisture or only trace amounts. Sugar beets harvested 88%, 98% 1997, 
94% avg. Potatoes harvested 95%, 93% 1997, 95% avg. Range, pasture 
remains in mostly fair to poor condition. Ranchers have moved 83% of the 
Cattle and 85% of the sheep off summer pastures compared with a five year 
average of 79% of the cattle and 84% of sheep moved off by this time. Calf 
weights are reported to be average, which is surprising to some producers 
considering the dry weather which damaged range feed. Winter feed 
supplies are reported to be good, which will be important since cattle are 
being moved off summer pastures earlier than normal. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 3% very short, 14% 
short, 81% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 17% short, 79% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Corn harvest 83%, 1 week ahead of 66% 1997, 66% 
avg. Soybean harvest 92%, 92% 1997, 96% avg. Sorghum harvest 86%, 
ahead of 80% 1997, 75% avg. Alfalfa 4% poor, 23% fair, 66% good, 7% 
excelent. Wheat emergence 99%, behind 100% 1997, 100% avg. Pasture 
feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 29% fair, 55% good, 4% excellent. Producer 
activities; fall tillage, fertilizer application, fencing, weaning calves, livestock 
health programs, LDP requests. 





NEVADA: Temperatures averaged below normal statewide as seasonal 
weather became more pronounced. Most areas received some precipitation 
with totals exceeding one-half inch in parts of the east. Light snow fell in the 
High Sierra. Limited fourth cut haying continued in north-central valleys. 
Harvesting of corn for grain continued. Fall grain seeding virtually near 
complete. Sod harvest continued south. Mint distilling continued in Orovada. 
Garlic, onion harvests complete. Potato harvest near completion. Pasture, 
range condition remained mostly good. Cattle being vaccinated, moved to 
winter range. Calves being shipped to market. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Shipping cattle, haying, potato harvest. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 10% short, 78% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Pasture feed 10% very poor, 10% poor, 9% fair, 
70% good, 1% excellent. Some farmers continued harvesting corn for grain. 





Cold nights, cool days brought the fruit, vegetable harvest season to an end 
in most locations. Many farmers stayed busy with post harvest activities. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Amount of feed 
requirements pastures are supplying is average. Irrigation water supply is 
adequate. Farmers are planting cover crops (wheat, rye). Harvesting of fall 
items (cabbage, endive, escarole, lettuce, parsley, spinach, turnips, butternut 
squash, sweet potatoes) continue. Except for a few farmers in south area, 
harvesting of summer vegetables (tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers) is 
complete. Cranberry harvest is complete. Apple harvest continues with a 
good supply reported. Harvesting of soybeans, corn for grain continues. 
Pasture conditions are fair to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Heavy precipitation 
continued across the State again last week, slowing harvest activities. When 
possible, farmers continued with fall harvest of chile, corn, sorghum, cotton, 
lettuce, apples. Red chile harvest advanced slightly to 34% picked, 39% 
1997; 2% poor, 30% fair, 58% good, 10% excellent. Corn harvest continued, 
with 82% of the grain in, 85% 1997; 7% poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 8% 
excellent. Despite rainfall in the major sorghum producing areas, harvest 
advanced to 25% complete. Precipitation during harvest caused damage to 
the cotton crop. The extent of the damage is not yet known. Cotton harvest 
inched forward to 23% complete. Hay producers were finishing up final 
Cuttings of the year. The 6th cutting moved to 72% complete; 3% very poor, 
6% poor, 41% fair, 46% good, 4% excellent. Apple harvest completed last 
week, 100% 1997; 15% poor, 23% fair, 61% good, 1% excellent. In the 
south 51% of the lettuce crop was harvested, 18% fair, 50% good, 32% 
excellent. Onion planting was winding down, with 85% in the ground. 
Pecans remained in good condition. Cattle, sheep stayed in fair to good 
condition. Topsoil moisture improved to 9% very short, 26% short, 57% 
adequate, 8% surplus. 





NEW YORK: Corn for grain, late apples, vegetables, potato harvests 
continue active. Growers grading, packing, moving crops into storage. 
Machinery maintenance, repair very active. Cider, wine making continued in 
full swing. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil moisture remains 
short to very short in most areas and for the State is rated 37% very short, 
44% short, and 19% adequate. Weather for the week was optimal for farmers 
who were harvesting late season crops. Good progress was made harvesting 
cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes which are well above the averages. Pasture 
conditions, particularly in the western portions of the State, continue to 
deteriorate. Statewide, 6.7 days were suitable for fieldwork. Activities for the 
week included: harvesting cotton, peanuts, sweetpotatoes, soybeans and 
sorghum; planting small grains; and tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Row crop harvest and 
fieldwork were delayed as rain hit midweek, causing wet conditions in the 
eastern part of the State. Producers were busy trying to finish fall tillage and 
chemical applications. Topsoil moisture supplies: 0% very short, 4% short, 
87% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies: 1% very short, 11% 
short, 81% adequate, 7% surplus. Producers continued to make excellent 
progress on corn and sunflower harvest, about one week ahead of average. 
Corn for grain 83% harvested; 86% 1997; 74% avg.; soybeans 94% 
harvested; 99% 1997; 95% avg.; sugarbeets 98% lifted; 100% 1997; 99% 
avg.; sunflower 84% harvested; 92% 1997; 78% avg. Sugarbeat harvest 
neared completion slightly behind average. Pasture feed rated 5% very poor, 
14% poor, 39% fair, 38% good, 4% excellent. Stockwater supplies rated 
none very short, 3% short, 94% adequate, and 3% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork was 5.9 days. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 22% short,73% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn harvested for grain 71%, 
39% 1997, 52% avg. Soybeans harvested 97%, 94% 1997, 91% avg. 
Winter wheat planted 99%, 97% 1997, 96% avg. Winter wheat emerged 
90%, 68% 1997, 73% avg. Tobacco 19% stripped, 9% 1997. Fall, winter 
apples 96% harvested, 88% 1997, 87% avg. Pasture 3% very poor, 11% 
poor, 38% fair, 42% good, 6% excellent. Winter wheat 0% very poor, 1% 
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poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 21% excellent. Weather conditions have been 
mostly favorable for harvest progress with the exception of a couple of 
scattered showers. Moisture in the air has allowed tobacco farmers to strip 
more of their crop. Some frost has been reported throughout the State as 
several reporters mentioned that the frost has been beneficial in killing 
weeds. Activities include fall harvest; plowing, discing; land leveling; planting 
wheat; spreading lime, fertilizer, manure; drying grain; picking ear corn; 
repairing, winterizing equipment; maintaining fences; cutting firewood; baling 
fodder; stripping tobacco; weaning calves. Several reporters mentioned 
storage problems on farms, at elevators. Some mills have temporarily shut 
down due to capacity problems which has caused some farmers to slow 
down the corn harvest. Frost has caused the weed population to decline 
with most damage to crops being from deer, raccoons. Pasture conditions 
changed slightly from last week. Most reporters in the central to northern half 
of the state report good pasture conditions while the drier south report slow 
regrowth, over-grazed pastures. Livestock conditions are mostly good. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 14% short, 76% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 15% short, 77% adequate, 3% surplus. Abundant weekend rainfall 
aided germination of newly planted wheat. Oats 86% planted, 73% 1997, 
68% avg; 60% up-to-stand, 47% 1997, 43% avg; Corn 100% harvested, 
100% 1997, 98% avg; Soybeans 61% harvested, 62% 1997, 57% avg; 
Peanuts 59% combined, 62% 1997, 50% avg; Alfalfa Hay 1% very poor, 11% 
poor, 43% fair, 43% good, 2% excellent; 89% 4th cutting, 98% 1997, 99% 
avg; 32% 5th cutting, 58% 1997, 71% avg; Other Hay 62% 2nd cutting, 83% 
1997, 97% avg; Livestock 2% very poor, 6% poor, 26% fair, 65% good, 1% 
excellent. Cattle marketings average. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 7% very short, 39% 
short, 50% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 26% short, 69% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Barley planted 45%, 48% 1997, 46% average. Winter 
wheat 3% poor, 23% fair, 74% good; planted 87%, 92% 1997, 87% average; 
emerged 69%, 69% 1997, 61% average. Range & pasture condition 1% very 
poor, 9% poor, 38% fair, 50% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Eastern Oregon 
grain planting continued. Some field preparation for next spring underway. 
Planting conditions fairly dry resulting in uneven emergence. Dry conditions 
hard on Canola & mustard. Some wheat re-seeded due to lack of moisture. 
Sugarbeet & field corn harvest underway. Willamette Valley fall tillage & 
seeding nearly completed & grass seed fields growing nicely. Herbicide 
spray applications continued. Coastal counties corn silage harvest nearly 
completed. Nurseries started digging bareroot pliant material. Greenhouses 
busy with starts for next season & Christmas plants. Sales & movement of 
containers & balled & burlapped plant material continued. Christmas tree 
harvest started & trees flown & shipped. Vegetable harvest nearly finished 
in Western Oregon. Cole crops harvest continued & some salad vegetables 
were still available. Root crops being dug up & stored. Pumpkins, green 
peppers & squash were harvested; frost ended any other vegetable harvest. 
In Eastern Oregon, onion & potato crops were almost finished. Yields down 
in some areas. Fall fruit & nut harvests winding down state wide. Berry 
fields ready for winter & orchards preparing for winter. Some of apples 
remained on trees due to low price. Livestock condition continued mostly 
good. Fall weaning continued. Some grazing on alfalfa hay regrowth. 
Willamette Valley pastures continued to show good fall regrowth & reduce 
need for supplemental feeding. Some low land pastures started to get soggy. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Excellent week for fieldwork. Days suitable for fieldwork 
6.3. Soil moisture 18% very short, 40% short, and 42% adequate. Ensilage 
corn harvested 100% harvested, 94% 1997, 96% avg. Soybean harvest 58% 
complete, 53% 1997. 49% avg. Soybean crop condition 1% very poor, 5% 
poor, 22% fair, 58% good, 14% excellent. Potato harvest 95% complete, 
93% 1997, 93% avg. Fall plowing 76% complete, 84% 1997, 82% avg. 
Barley planted 97% complete, 99% 1997, 97% avg. Barley emerged 81% 
complete, 80% 1997, average not available. Alfalfa fourth cutting 90% 
complete, 82% 1997, 79% avg. Quality of hay made 17% very poor, 5% 
poor, 13% fair, 42% good, 23% excellent. Grape harvest 97% complete, 
95% 1997, 95% avg. Apple harvest 91% complete, 85% 1997, 90% avg. 
Activities: fall plowing; cutting hay and haylage; harvesting grapes, apples, 
corn, soybeans, buckwheat and potatoes; seeding wheat, barley and cover 
crops; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling and 
spreading manure; spreading lime; making apple butter; and caring for 
livestock. 








SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil moisture 35% 
very short, 52% short, 13% adequate. Apples 99% harvested, 97% 1997, 
95% avg. Barley 78% planted, 81% 1997, 57% avg; 44% emerged, 64% 
1997, 41% avg; 5% poor, 83% fair, 12% good. Livestock Condition 6% 
poor, 32% fair, 56% good, 6% excellent. Oats 67% planted, 66% 1997, 59% 
avg; 45% emerged, 50% 1997, 43% avg; 9% poor, 61% fair, 30% good. 
Pasture Condition 6% very poor, 22% poor, 46% fair, 26% good. Peanuts 
87% harvested, 88% 1997, 84% avg. Pecans 39% harvested, 40% 1997, 
25% avg; 4% poor, 51% fair, 44% good, 1% excellent. Rye 66% planted, 
71% 1997, 58% avg; 49% emerged, 54% 1997, 45% avg; 14% poor, 42% 
fair, 44% good. Sorghum 85% harvested, 89% 1997, n/a avg; 2% very poor, 
10% poor, 52% fair, 35% good, 1% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 96% 
harvested, 89% 1997, 66% avg. Tobacco 99% stalks destroyed, 100% 
1997, 98% avg. Winter grazings 78% planted, 82% 1997, 76% avg; 62% 
emerged, 63% 1997, 57% avg; 7% very poor, 19% poor, 37% fair, 37% 
good. Winter wheat 30% planted, 37% 1997, 20% avg; 20% emerged, 27% 
1997, 12% avg; 2% very poor, 22% poor, 50% fair, 26% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Topsoil 73% adequate, 
and 27% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 75% adequate, and 24% surplus. 
Harvest was halted once again by mid-week rains and fog. Sunflower 83% 
harvested, 89% 1997, 81% avg. Corn 1% poor, 6% fair, 46% good, 47% 
excellent. Soil conditions remain in good condition from the moisture 
received. Winter rye 18% fair, 62% good, 20% excellent. Livestock remain 
in good to excellent condition. Pastures continue to benefit from the moisture 
and are reported in good condition for winter and next spring. Livestock 6% 
fair, 67% good, 27% excellent. Stock water supplies 3% short, 76% 
adequate, 21% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 30% very 
short, 40% short, 30% adequate. Subsoil moisture 28% very short, 39% 
short, 33% adequate. Burley 50% stripped, 40% 1997, 43% avg. Pastures 
15% very poor, 30% poor, 37% fair, 18% good. Winter wheat 66% seeded, 
61% 1997, 62% avg.; 3% very poor, 9% poor, 29% fair, 50% good, 9% 
excellent. Burley tobacco stripping remained ahead of the five-year average 
pace, but dry conditions are slowing the process. Bigger producers had 
resorted to using sprinkler and ventilation systems in their barns to help the 
crop come into order, allowing stripping activities to take place. Tobacco 
producers reported a lack of good color. Fall seedings were slowed and 
growth of wheat and pastures were stressed by below normal rainfall for this 


time of year. Rhea county producers reported a big pumpkin crop with good 
weight. 





TEXAS: Rain lingered midweek some areas with warmer, open conditions 
returning late week. Fieldwork slowed early week but activity increased by 
late week. Producers Central continued their cleanup operations after 
flooding. Lots of livestock still missing or dead. Soil erosion severe some 
areas. Winter ranges, pastures made good progress with additional 
moisture. Stockers beginning to move onto wheat pastures some areas. 

Crops: Small Grains: Planting operations slowed by wet ground many 
areas. Some replanting occurred portions of State late week. Flooding 
washed out some fields Central. Recent rains improved prospects most 
areas. Corn: Harvest virtually completed late week. Cotton: Wet conditions 
continued cause harvest delays Plains through mid week. Yields continued 
good most remaining fields as progress improved late week. Some 
producers will await hard freeze before beginning harvest. Grain Sorghum: 
Harvest slomy resumed Plains as conditions allowed. Many fields still need 
additional drying time. Peanuts: Harvest operations resumed late week 
Plains, however quality poor some fields. Harvest also increased South 
Central with good yields reported. Soybeans: Harvest moved slowly to 
completion in Plains as conditions allowed. Good yields continued. 

Commercial Vegetables, Fruit and Pecans: Rio Grande Valley, land 
preparations slowly continued. San Antonio-Winter Garden, planting 
operations resumed late week. Some land preparations also completed. 
East, sweetpotato harvest continued with high incidents of rotting reporting. 
High Plains, harvest operations winding down late week. Trans Pecos, chili, 
bell pepper harvest continued few fields. Pecans: Harvest slowly got 
underway North Central, West areas as conditions allowed. Reports of 
losses continued along many Central rivers, mainly to native river bottom 
trees. 

Range and Livestock: Native winter pastures improved with recent rains, 
cooler temperatures. Small grains have also improved some stockers being 
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moved on older fields. Livestock conditions continued good most areas. 
Many head still unaccounted for low lying flooded areas. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Topsoil moisture 11% short, 85% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 13% short, 87% adequate. Pasture 
and range condition 11% poor, 22% fair, 54% good, 13% excellent. Cattle 
moved from summer range 94%, 98% 1997, 97% avg. Sheep moved from 
summer range 98%, 99% 1997, 97% avg. Winter wheat emerged 90%, 92% 
1997, 83% avg. Corn: mature 93%, 99% 1997, 94% avg: harvested for grain 
37%, 74% 1997, 62% avg. Onions harvested 97%, 100% 1997, 100% avg. 
Apples 93% picked, 100% 1997, 97% avg. Farmers are nearing the end of 
harvest season. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 51% very 
short, 42% short, 7% adequate. Subsoil moisture 44% very short, 45% 
short, 11% adequate. Corn 93% harvested, 76% 1997, 83% avg. Cotton 
82% harvested, 32% 1997, 46% avg. Soybeans 48% harvested, 25% 1997, 
28% avg; 11% very poor, 24% poor, 34% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent. 
Winter Wheat 30% seeded, 38% 1997, 42% avg. Barley 69% seeded, 76% 
1997, 81% avg. Fall Apples 97% harvested, 95% 1997, 98% avg; Winter 
Apples 81% harvested, 84% 1997, 83% avg. Pasture 37% very poor, 42% 
poor, 18% fair, 3% good. Livestock 1% very poor, 14% poor, 35% fair, 44% 
good, 6% excellent. Topsoil moisture levels continued to decline this past 
week bringing the acres of cropland categorized as short or very short to 93 
percent. Some areas of Central Virginia have reported that forest fires are 
currently a real threat. While water supplies and grazable forage remained 
short most livestock remained in good to fair condition this past week. 
Livestock producers have been able to keep their herds in this condition due 
to continued feeding at mid-winter levels. Soybean harvest continues ahead 
of schedule in most areas due to the extremely dry conditions. Small grain 
producers are attributing uneven emergence to the dry conditions as well. 
Some small grain acres have still not been planted. Producers are reporting 
that they will probably not attempt to plant any more until after the next 
rainfall. With cotton and peanut harvest continuing rapidly, many producers 
have reported that they are realizing surprisingly good yields. Other activities 
for the week included continued marketing of cattle, stripping, grading, and 
preparing tobacco for market, harvesting vegetables, applying lime and 
fertilizer, mowing ditches and banks, spreading manure on fields, and 
overseeding pastures and hayfields. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 23% 
very short, 27% short; 50% adequate; subsoil moisture 25% very short, 45% 
short, 30% adequate. Drought conditions persisted in east-central and 
southeastern regions. Some areas received light showers which benefitted 
the new wheat crop, many areas continued to report that the new crop was 
fair, at best, with spotty stands due to very dry conditions. Potatoes 97% 
harvested, 98% 1997, 95% avg. Corn for grain 50% harvested, 31% 1997, 
36% avg. Grain corn, sugarbeet, and buckwheat harvests continued, potato 
harvest neared completion. Hay and other roughage supplies, 7% short, 
80% adequate, 13% surplus. Range and pasture, 30% poor, 59% fair, 11% 





good. Pastures in western areas improved with precipitation, cattle remained 
in excellent condition. Cranberry harvest continued with areas reporting 
overall production above last year. Apple harvests were winding down with 
Red Delicious and Fuji Apple harvests nearing completion. A large portion 
of the lower quality fruit was left unpicked, north central regions reported that 
some orchards left 10 percent of the crop unpicked. Irrigation water was 
turned off and systems were being blown out to prepare for winter. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Despite some rain, most pastures are still in need of 
moisture. However, dry weather enabled producers to make good harvest 
progress. Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 15% very short, 
60% short, 25% adequate. Hay 3” cut 98%, 100% 1997, 100% 5-yr avg. 
Corn harvested for grain 73%, 62% 1997, 72% 5-yr avg. Soybeans 
harvested for grain 89%, 65% 1997, 59% 5-yr avg. Wheat condition 1% 
very poor, 13% poor, 81% fair, 5% good. Wheat planted 77%, 67% 1997, 
77% 5-yr avg; Wheat emerged 52%. Cattle 20% fair, 79% good, 1% 
excellent. Sheep 33% fair, 66% good, 1% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork: 4.7. Soil moisture: 2% very short, 
12% short, 77% adequate, and 9% surplus. Soybeans harvested: 92%, 97% 
1997, 90% avg. The last week of October was warmer than normal, with 
average temperatures running 3 to 9 degrees above the National W eather 
Service's 30-year normal. Also, varying amounts of rain fell last week. The 
warmth and the rain were great for the growth of winter wheat, and for 
heiping to “green up” the state's pastures and last remaining fields of hay 
prior to the onslaught of winter. The northern part of the state continues to be 
drier than normal, and many farmers there will be looking for additional 
roughage supplies to get them through the winter. The individual districts 
varied from 3.5 to 5.3 days suitable for fieldwork. Farmers made good use of 
this time to advance corn and soybean harvests. in addition, those finished 
harvesting were able to work on manure hauling, fall tillage, and other 
fieldwork. There continues to be many comments from our reporters of 
inadequate storage space for storing this year’s crops. There have been long 
delays at the grain elevators and terminals, and even an apparent shortage 
of semi-trailers! Some have reported seeing corn and other grains just piled 
on the ground, and others are having to transport their crops much farther 
than normal for storage. Pasture feed conditions: 2% very poor, 14% poor, 
32% fair, 47% good, 5% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil moisture 4% short, 
84% adequate, 12% surplus. Corn harvested for grain 37%, 35% 1997, 60% 
avg. Corn condition 2% poor, 8% fair, 88% good, 2% excellent. Winter 
wheat condition 10% fair, 83% good, 7% excellent. Cattle condition 3% fair, 
93% good, 4% excellent. Calves condition 5% fair, 90% good, 5% excellent. 
Sheep condition 98% good, 2% excellent. Lamb condition 97% good, 3% 
excellent. Range and pasture condition 1% very poor, 6% poor, 18% fair, 
61% good, 14% excellent. Hay and roughage supplies 12% short, 81% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Stock water supplies 1% short, 95% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Wet weather halted the corn for grain harvest. 
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MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER-NCEP-NWS-NOAA 
** DATA NOT AVAILABLE 


COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 


International Weather and Crop Summary (o) ‘ny 
Hi LO DPART DPART 
October 25 - 31, 1998 


AVG F/NRM TOTAL F/NAM 
5 -0.3 103 2 
“11 0 
0.6 140 
-0.8 220 

122 
86 
39 

100 

185 

148 

102 














NORWAY OSLO 
SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 
FINLAND HELSINKI 
HIGHLIGHTS UKINGDO GLASGOW 
UKINGDO EDINBURGH 


FSU-WESTERN: Light showers in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia onto <r 


continued to improve topsoil moisture for winter wheat emergence and} |peENMARK COPENHAGEN 
establishment. LUXEMBO LUXEMBOURG 
SWITZERL ZURICH 
SWITZERL GENEVA 
EUROPE: Soaking rain in northern Europe halted summer crop harvesting J [FRANCE PARIS/ORLY 
: h lanti FRANCE STRASBOURG 
and winter wheat planting. FRANCE BOURGES 
FRANCE BORDEAUX 
: FRANCE TOULOUSE 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Although dry weather helped pre-planting J |rrance MARSEILLE 
fieldwork in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, growers are likely waiting for § |SPAIN  VALLADOLID 
‘ s . s * SPAIN MADRID 
consistent autumn rains before widespread planting can begin. ee ieee 
PORTUGA LISBON 
. : ’ : GERMANY HAMBURG 
AUSTRALIA: Unfavorable, heavy rain soaked Queensland’s primary crop GERMANY BERUN 
land. GERMANY DUSSELDORF 
GERMANY LEIPZIG 
GERMANY DRESDEN 
SOUTH ASIA: Seasonable dryness returned to most areas, favoring |GERMANY STUTTGART 
summer crop drydown and second-season plantings. GERMANY NURNGERG 
AUSTRIA VIENNA 
AUSTRIA INNSBRUCK 


SOUTH AFRICA: Several days of dry weather aided corn planting and [CZECHRE PRAGUE 


. POLAND WARSAW 
wheat harvesting. POLAND LODZ 


POLAND KATOWICE 
POLAND PRZEMYSL 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drier weather eased wetness in Indochina and§ |HuNGaRY BUDAPEST 
especially in the Philippines. VYUGOBLA BELGRADE 
ROMANIA BUCHAREST 
BULGARIA SOFIA 
EASTERN ASIA: Dry weather stressed developing winter wheat in the} [TAY MILAN 

Z . ITALY VERONA 
North China Plain. ITALY VENICE 
ITALY GENOA 

ITALY ROME 

SOUTH AMERICA: Drier weather returned to central Argentina, while§ {may —_NaPLes 
wet weather continues to delay winter wheat harvesting in southern Brazil. GREECE THESSALONIKA 
GREECE LARISSA 
GREECE ATHENS 
MEXICO: Remnants of Hurricane Mitch caused widespread flooding and aye a 
some crop damage to extreme southeastern Mexico, Belize, Honduras, and} |yonus LARNACA 
Nicaragua. ESTONIA TALLINN 
LITHUANI KAUNAS 
BELARUS MINSK 
RUSSIA KAZAN 
RUSSIA MOSCOW 
RUSSIA YEKATERINBURG 
RUSSIA OMSK 
RUSSIA NOVOSIBIRSK 
RUSSIA BARNAUL 
RUSSIA KHABAROVSK 
RUSSIA VLADIVOSTOK 
RUSSIA SARATOV 
RUSSIA VOLGOGRAD 
RUSSIA ASTRAKHAN 
RUSSIA KRASNODAR 
RUSSIA ORENBURG 
KAZAKHS TSELINOGRAD 10 
KAZAKHS KARAGANDA 11 
GEORGIA TBILISI 22 


Based on Preliminary Reports 
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TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION | COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(C) (MM) (@ (MM) 

Ht LO DPART Hi LO DPART DPART 
MAX MIN TOTAL F/NRM MAX MIN AVG F/NRM TOTAL F/NRM 
32 = “= JOHANNESBURG 28 6 0.0 78 3 

37 = BETHAL 30 0.3 71 5 
-12 DURBAN Kk) 0.4 63 36 
-26 CAPE TOWN 3 0.8 14 -19 
13 TORONTO 23 1.8 24 -39 
-6 MONTREAL 25 1.5 64 -12 
39 WINNIPEG 22 63 34 
14 REGINA 24 
-15 SASKATOON 24 
LETHBRIDGE 25 
CALGARY 23 
EDMONTON 23 
VANCOUVER 21 
MEXICO GUADALAJARA 
MEXICO MEXICO CITY 
MEXICO ACAPULCO 
BERMUDA ST. GEORGES 
BAHAMAS NASSAU 
JAMAICA KINGSTON 
PRICO SAN JUAN 
GUADELO RAIZET 
MARTINIQ LAMENTIN 
BARBADO BRIDGETOWN 
TRINIDAD PORT OF SPAIN 
COLOMB! BOGOTA 
VENEZUE CARACAS 
F GUIANA CAYENNE 
BRAZIL RECIFE 
BRAZIL BELO HORIZONTE 
BRAZIL FRANCA 
BRAZIL RIO DE JANEIRO 
BRAZIL LONDRINA 
BRAZIL SANTAMARIA 
BRAZIL PORTO ALEGRE 
PERU UMA 
BOUVIA LAPAZ 
CHILE SANTIAGO 
ARGENTIN IGUAZU 
ARGENTIN FORMOSA 
ARGENTIN CERES 
ARGENTIN CORDOBA 
ARGENTIN RIO CUARTO 
ARGENTIN ROSARIO 
ARGENTIN BUENOS AIRES 
ARGENTIN SANTA ROSA 
ARGENTIN TRES ARROYOS 
NEW CAL NOUMEA 
FiJl NAUSORI 
SAMOA PAGO PAGO 
TAHT PAPEETE 
AUSTRAL! DARWIN 
AUSTRALI MOREE 
AUSTRAL! BRISBANE 
AUSTRAL! PERTH 
AUSTRAL! CEDUNA 
AUSTRALI ADELAIDE 
AUSTRAL! MELBOURNE 
AUSTRAL! WAGGA 
AUSTRAL] CANBERRA 
INDONES! DJAKARTA 
PHILIPPI MANILA 





> 
3 


UZBEKIST TASHKENT 
TURKMEN! ASHKHABAD 
SYRIA DAMASCUS 
ISRAEL JERUSALEM 
PAKISTAN KARACHI 
INDIA AMRITSAR 
INDIA NEW DELHI 
INDIA AHMEDABAD 
INDIA INDORE 
INDIA CALCUTTA 
INDIA VERAVAL 
INDIA BOMBAY 
INDIA POONA 
INDIA BEGAMPET 
INDIA VISHAKHAPATNAM 
INDIA MADRAS 
INDIA MANGALORE 
HONGKO KINGS PEAK 
N KOREA PYONGYANG 
S KOREA SEOUL 
JAPAN SAPPORO 
JAPAN NAGOYA 
JAPAN TOKYO 
JAPAN YOKOHAMA 
JAPAN KYOTO 
JAPAN OSAKA 
THAILAND PHETCHABUN 
THAILAND BANGKOK 
MALAYSIA KUALA LUMPUR 
VIETNAM HANO! 
HARBIN 
HAMI 
LANCHOW 
BEWING 
TIENTSIN 
LHASA 
KUNMING 
CHENGCHOW 
YEHCHANG 
HANKOW 
CHUNGKING 
CHIHKIANG 
WU HU 
SHANGHAI 
NANCHANG 
TAIPEI! 
CANTON 
NANNING 
LAS PALMAS 
CASABLANCA 
MARRAKECH 
ALGER 
BATNA 
TUNIS 
NIAMEY 
MALI TIMBUKTU 
MALI BAMAKO 
MAURITAN NOUAKCHOTT 
SENEGAL DAKAR 
CHAGOS DIEGO GARCIA 
LIBYA TRIPOLI! 
LIBYA BENGHAZI 
EGYPT CAIRO 
EGYPT ASWAN 
ETHIOPIA ADDIS ABABA 
KENYA NAIROBI 
TANZANIA DAR ES SALAAM 
GABON LIBREVILLE 
OGO LOME 
BURKINA OUAGADOUGOU 
COTE D'l ABIDJAN 
MOZAMBI MAPUTO 
ZAMBIA = LUSAKA 
ZIMBABW HARARE 
S AFRICA PRETORIA 


Based on Preliminary Reports 
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EUROPE 


Moderate to locally heavy rains (25-75 mm or more) fell from England 
and northern France eastward through the Benelux countries into 
Germany, halting sugar beet and corn harvesting and winter wheat 
planting. Localized flooding was possible in some areas. Farther 
south, mostly dry weather prevailed from Portugal and Spain eastward 
through Italy into Greece, favoring corn, sunflower, and cotton 
harvesting. In eastern Europe, light to moderate rain (10-40 mm, with 
local amounts in excess of 40 mm) fell from Poland southward through 
the Czech Republic and Slovakia into Slovenia and Serbia, maintaining 
abundant moisture conditions for winter grain establishment but 
slowing late-season harvest activities. Near- to above-normal 
temperatures in these areas continued to promote further vegetative 
growth of winter grains. Mostly dry weather in southern Romania and 
northern Bulgaria continued to improve conditions for summer crop 
harvesting and winter wheat planting, seriously delayed by earlier 
Peo as wetness. Weekly temperatures across most of Europe continued to 
range from 1 to 3 degrees C above normal, favoring rapid emergence 
and development of winter crops. 
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FSU-WESTERN 


Light showers continued to ease prolonged dryness in eastern Ukraine 
and southern Russia (southern Black Soils Region, lower Volga Valley, 
and the North Caucasus), improving moisture conditions for winter 
wheat emergence and establishment. Greatest amounts of precipitation 
(10-45 mm) fell in eastern Ukraine and the southern Black Soils 
Region, with lesser amounts of moisture (4-10 mm) falling in the 
North Caucasus and lower Volga Valley. Although the rain in these 
areas improved emergence prospects for winter wheat, unseasonably 
mild weather is needed to ensure that crops become sufficiently 
established before entering dormancy. Typically, winter wheat in these 
areas enters dormancy by mid-November. _ Farther north, light to 
moderate precipitation (10-50 mm) in northern Russia, the Baltics and 
Belarus was accompanied by unseasonably mild weather, promoting 
vegetative growth in winter grains later than usual. Typically, winter 
grains in these areas enter dormancy from mid to late October. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above normal in Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltics. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 





Preparations for winter grain planting continued over most of the 
region. Mostly dry weather in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia favored 
pre-planting fieldwork. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees 
C above normal in Morocco and western Algeria and near normal in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia. Growers throughout most of the region are 
likely awaiting the onset of consistent autumn rains before widespread 
planting can begin. The bulk of the winter grain crop is typically 
planted from mid-November to mid-December. 





MEXICO 





Warm, dry weather favored corn harvesting across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt. Mostly dry weather also prevailed across north- 
central and northeastern Mexico. Moderate showers (20-60 mm) fell 
across Veracruz and Tabasco states. Remnants of Hurricane Mitch 
brought torrential rain (100-300 mm), strong winds, flooding, and crop 
damage to extreme southeastern Mexico (Quintana Roo), Belize, 
northern Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The heaviest rain 
(500-660 mm) fell in northern Honduras. 
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In southern Brazil, moderate showers (20-50 mm) caused further 
delays in winter wheat harvesting across eastern Rio Grande do Sul 
and southern Parana. Elsewhere, showers (30-80 mm) maintained 
abundant moisture supplies for soybean planting. According to press 
reports as of October 29, winter wheat harvesting was 95 percent 
complete in Parana and 46 percent complete in Rio Grande do Sul. In 
central Argentina, dry weather returned to the region, after last week’s 
beneficial rainfall. Only southern Cordoba received significant rain 
(12-26 mm). According to reports as of October 23, sunseed planting 
was 34 percent sown, versus 27 percent last year. Corn planting was 
43 percent planted versus 50 percent last year. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 





Mostly light, scattered showers (10 mm or less, most areas) swept 
across the corn belt, allowing fieldwork to progress with only minor 
disruptions. A pocket of heavier rainfall (25-50 mm or more) in 
northeastern corn areas (Gauteng and Mpumalanga) maintained 
abundant moisture reserves for germination and establishment in areas 
that have been unseasonably wet for much of the early season. 
Elsewhere, dry weather continued over sugarcane areas of Kwazulu- 
Natal, as well as other agricultural areas in Western and Eastern Cape. 
Winter grain harvests were underway in most major areas. 





AUSTRALIA 





Heavy rain (25-50 mm or greater) in southern and eastern Queensland 
worsened prospects for unharvested winter grains and sugarcane. The 
rain also brought spring fieldwork to a halt in important sorghum and 
cotton areas. Farther south, scattered showers (10-25 mm or more) 
persisted in agricultural areas of northern and central New South 
Wales, keeping those crops unfavorably wet as well. The southeast 
(South Australia to southern New South Wales) was mostly dry. 
Patchy frost and subfreezing temperatures (0 to -2 degrees C) were 
observed in southeastern New South Wales and northern Victoria on 
October 28. Temperatures did not fall low enough to cause significant 
damage to winter grains. Generally dry, mild weather in Western 
Australia favored winter grain development. In New Zealand, rainfall 
tapered off from recent weeks in the main farming areas, with most 
areas reporting less than 25 mm. 





EASTERN ASIA 





Dry, warm weather started to stress developing winter wheat across the 
North China Plain. Rainfall during the past 4 weeks was less than 50 
percent of normal across the region. Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 
degrees C above normal. Light to moderate rain (5-35 mm) slowed 
maturing late double-crop rice along the Yangtze Valley. In Manchuria 
and the Korean Peninsula, light rain (1-10 mm) caused little or no 
delays in summer grain and oilseed harvesting. Drier weather (10-30 
mm) eased wetness and favored rice harvesting in Japan. 
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Warm, dry weather dominated the region. Conditions in nearly all 
major crop areas favored dry down and harvesting of summer grains, 
oilseeds, and cotton. The exception was found in India’s southern tip 
and eastern India (Andhra Pradesh and Orissa), where moderate to 
locally heavy showers (25-100 mm or more) slowed the winter rice 
harvest. Winter grain and oilseed planting made good progress across 
northern crop areas. 
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Drier weather (10-40 mm) prevailed across the Philippines, easing 
wetness and allowing typhoon cleanup efforts to commence. Drier 
weather (less than 10 mm) also aided rice harvesting across Vietnam 
and Thailand. Heavy rain (100-140 mm) fell across the oil palm areas 
of peninsular Malaysia. Unseasonably heavy showers (40-100 mm) 
continued to disrupt planting activities in Java. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending November 7, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending November 7, 1998 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Rain persisted across the central Plains through midweek, 
resulting in additional river and lowland flooding in portions 
of Oklahoma and Kansas. Mostly dry weather returned to 
cotton areas from California to the southern High Plains, 
allowing harvesting to proceed. Meanwhile, rain in the 
Northwest boosted topsoil moisture. In the Southeast, 
scattered showers also improved soil moisture but briefly 
disrupted fieldwork. On November 5, fast-moving Tropical 
Storm Mitch crossed southern Florida, preceded and 
accompanied by gusty winds and 4- to 10-inch rainfalls. In 
the Corn Belt, late corn and soybean harvesting continued 
uninterrupted across northern areas, but was slowed by 
widespread showers in southern areas. Light snow 
developed toward week’s end from the northern Plains to 
the western Corn Belt. 


Early in the week, heavy rain and flooding continued across 
portions of the central Plains. From October 30 - 
November 1, rainfall exceeded 10 inches at a few sites in 
southern Kansas, including 10.47 inches in Anthony and 
10.15 inches in Madison. On November 1, record crests 
were established on the Arkansas River at Derby (breaking 
a July 1993 standard) and the Cottonwood River at 
Plymouth (topping a June 1965 high-water mark). Two 
days later, record crests on the Arkansas River (11.89 feet 
above flood stage) and Walnut River (14.45 feet above 
flood stage) converged on Arkansas City, KS, causing 
extensive flooding. 


Meanwhile, warm weather was finally displaced from the 
Southeast. On Sunday, Birmingham, AL noted a daily- 
record high of 85°F. By midweek, however, cold air edged 
into the Northeast, resulting in a daily-record low (22°F) in 
Scranton, PA. On Thursday, the passage of Tropical Storm 
Mitch across Florida helped to draw the cold air deeper into 
the South. Two days later, daily-record lows were 
established in Lynchburg, VA (21°F) and Charlotte, NC 
(26°F). Farther south, lows dipped to 30°F in Meridian, MS 
and 31°F in Tallahassee, FL. 


Having produced catastrophic flooding in Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and elsewhere in Central America, former 
Hurricane Mitch nearly dissipated across southeastern 
Mexico in early November. However, the remnant 
circulation re-emerged over the Gulf of Mexico on 
Wednesday, regaining tropical-storm status. Mitch then 
accelerated northeastward, crossing southern Florida on the 
morning of November 5, with maximum sustained winds 
near 55 mph in squalls east of the center. A wind gust to 73 
mph was clocked at Fowey Rocks Lighthouse, near Miami. 
Despite the storm’s rapid movement (about 25 mph), 
November 4-5 rainfall reached 6.06 inches near the point of 


landfall at Ft. Myers, and 6.73 inches at West Palm Beach, just south 
of where Mitch departed Florida’s east coast. 


Stormy weather returned to the Western and Central States toward 
week’s end. On the Plains, the renewed storminess maintained 
adequate to surplus soil moisture. Snowfall on Saturday totaled 2.5 
inches in Moline, IL and 2.6 inches in Burlington, IA, the first 
accumulations of the season. Farther west, month-to-date snowfall 
reached 15.4 inches in Rapid City, SD. Cool weather lingered as far 
south as Texas, where San Antonio noted a high of 51°F on Friday. 
precipitation totaled 2.86 inches at Blue Canyon and 2.68 inches in 
Kentfield. 


Very mild weather continued in Alaska, as mainland temperatures 
ranged from 3 to 23°F above normal. Barrow posted three daily-record 
maxima during the week, including a high of 35°F on Saturday. 


Tropical Storm Mitch, centered just north of the Yucatan 
Peninsula, accelerates toward southern Florida. 
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October Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





A very wet weather pattern unfolded across the Plains, eliminating 
topsoil moisture deficits, but slowing cotton harvesting and causing 
some mid- to late-month flooding. Warm weather (up to 3°F above 
normal) accompanied the Plains’ rainfall, however, fostering winter 
wheat establishment. Corn Belt harvesting advanced at an ahead- 
of-normal pace despite above-normal rainfall, as warm weather kept 
soils from becoming too wet. In the Southeast, where monthly 
readings ranged from 2 to 5°F above normal, dry weather reduced 
topsoil moisture, but promoted summer-crop harvesting and winter 
wheat planting. Unfavorably dry weather also developed in the 
Pacific Northwest. In contrast, unusually cool, occasionally 
showery conditions affected the remainder of the West. Monthly 
readings ranged from 2 to 5°F below normal in California and the 
Great Basin. 


An active storm track across the Plains and the Northeast resulted 
in the aforementioned wet weather and contributed to widespread 
lowland flooding in several areas. In eastern New England, October 
8-11 rainfall totaled 4 to locally more than 10 inches. A few days 
earlier, similar totals had produced minor flooding from 
northeastern Texas to the middle Mississippi and lower Missouri 
Valleys. Torrential rainfall (8 to 20 inches) struck southeastern 
Texas from October 17-19. Resultant flooding left low-lying areas 
submerged, stranded or washed away livestock, and damaged 
fences and farm buildings. At month’s end, heavy rain (4 to 10 
inches) erupted across the central and southern Plains. The rain 
further eased long-term drought on the southern Plains, but left 
standing water and caused some wash-outs in winter wheat fields 
near rivers and streams from western Oklahoma to eastern Kansas. 


October precipitation records were established at several sites in the 
Plains States, including: 


Location Total (Inches) 
San Antonio, TX 18.07 
Wichita, KS 9.42 
Mellette, SD 8.68 
Aberdeen, SD 7.29 
Rapid City, SD 5.60 
Glasgow, MT 3.05 


Former Record/Year 
9.74 in 1994 
6.13 in 1959 
4.50 in 1982 
5.14 in 1983 
3.82 in 1982 
1.80 in 1994 


Severe thunderstorms erupted across Oklahoma on October 4, 
sparking 20 tornadoes. The previous single-day October record in 
one State was 18 tornadoes in Florida on October 7, 1996. Two 
weeks later, record rains suddenly struck southeastern Texas. On 
October 17, precipitation totaled 11.26 inches in San Antonio, 
nearly doubling their previous single-day record. By month’s end, 
San Antonio’s October rainfall shattered their former monthly 
record of 15.78 inches, set in September 1946. At Randolph AFB, 
near San Antonio, monthly rainfall reached 22.16 inches. The 
Colorado River at Wharton, TX crested at about 9.8 feet above flood 
Stage on October 23, approximately 3.5 feet above the December 
1991 crest, but slightly below the July 1940 record. Along the 
Guadalupe River, peak stages at Cuero and Victoria were calculated 
to be two to three times greater than the 100-year peak discharge. 
The river crested about 30 feet above flood stage in Cuero. 


Amarillo, TX (6.48 inches), measured its greatest October 
precipitation since 1941, and third-highest October total on record. 
Similarly, Portland, ME (10.45 inches), experienced its third-wettest 
October. In contrast, pockets of long-term drought lingered across 


the southern Plains. Abilene, TX, posted their seventh consecutive 
month with below-normal rainfall (fig. 1). In Midland, TX, 
January-October precipitation (4.43 inches, or 32 percent [%] of 
normal) was second only to a 4.04-inch total in 1951. 


ABILENE, TEXAS 
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Meanwhile, drought continued to develop from the Southeast to the 
Mid-Atlantic region. Toward month’s end, the level of the Tug 
Fork River at Welch, WV stood at 2.1 feet, slightly below the 
previous record-low stage set in September 1987. Farther south, 
rivers in areas affected by Hurricane Georges started the month very 
high, but quickly receded under a dry regime. The Choctawhatchee 
River at Caryville, FL crested at 5.7 feet above flood stage on 
October 2. But with warm weather accompanying monthly rainfall 
as low as 0.02 inch (1% of normal) in Augusta, GA and 0.11 inch 
(3%) in Pensacola, FL, topsoil moisture quickly evaporated. In 
Washington, DC, another dry month (0.59 inch, or 20% of normal) 
left 4-month rainfall at 35% of normal. Farther north, long-term 
drought continued in portions of the Great Lakes region. In Flint, 
MI, near-normal rainfall (2.23 inches, or 102% of normal) occurred 
for the first time since March, but April-October precipitation 
remained far below normal (11.20 inches, or 54%), breaking an 
1895 record. 


The Northwest, especially east of the Cascades, was also dry during 
October. Monthly precipitation totaled 0.27 inch (28% of normal) 
in Spokane, WA, 0.11 inch (15%) in Boise, ID, and 0.03 inch (4%) 
in Burns, OR. Although cooler-than-normal weather in the 
Northwest slowed evaporation rates, soil moisture continued to 
diminish. Meanwhile in California, monthly temperatures in 
Bakersfield averaged 62.7°F (5.1° below normal), their lowest in 
October since 1984. Near- to below-normal temperatures prevailed 
in Bakersfield during 9 of the last 10 months (fig. 2). 


Across the Midwest, a near- to later-than-normal first freeze date 
allowed crops to reach maturity and resulted in a longer-than- 
normal growing season. In Indiana, Indianapolis’ growing season 
stretched to 212 days (March 25 to October 22), their longest since 
1941. By October 23, sub-freezing temperatures were reported as 
far south as Charlotte, NC (31°F). 


October was a mild month in Alaska, as temperatures ranged from 
near-normal levels in the south to as much as 11°F above normal in 
the north. However, a wet pattern continued across portions of 
southern Alaska. Juneau netted 12.33 inches (157% of normal), 
most of which fell on October 19-20. In fact Juneau’s October 19- 
20 total (6.28 inches) was their greatest on record for any 2-day 
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period. In Kodiak, year-to-date precipitation reached 93.12 inches 
(169% of normal), aided by October’s 13.96-inch total. 
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In Hawaii, drier-than-normal weather prevailed in nearly all areas 
except on portions of the Big Island. Only 0.13 inch (6% of normal) 
dampened Honolulu, leaving their year-to-date total at 2.28 inches 
(15%). Hilo, however, received 16.01 inches (167% of normal). 





Fieldwork 





Crops rapidly matured, as temperatures remained seasonable or 
above normal east of the Rocky Mountains throughout the month. 
Harvest momentum accelerated in the Corn Belt, Great Plains, and 
Southeast, as early-month dry weather aided progress. As the 
month progressed, most of the Corn Belt and Great Plains received 
substantial rainfall, but the harvest pace remained ahead of the 5- 
year average. Harvest operations lagged in the Southwest, as crops 
matured well behind normal, especially in California. Dry weather 
hindered fall seeding operations in the High Plains. Heavy rainfall 
caused local flooding in the Northeast early in the month, and some 
parts of Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas experienced flooding and 
erosion late in the month. 


As the month began, nearly all of the Nation’s corn had reached 
maturity and most soybeans were dropping leaves, more than 1 
week ahead of normal for both crops. Dry weather provided 
excellent harvest conditions for the first week of the month. 
Thereafter, periodic rains interfered with harvest activities, 
beginning in the western Corn Belt, then in the southern, central, 
and eastern Corn Belt. Harvest activities resumed in all areas after 
the brief rain delays and remained well ahead of normal throughout 
the month. By the end of the month, the harvest season was 
winding down, more than 1 week early for corn and nearly 1 week 
early for soybeans. 


Cotton development began the month 1 week ahead of normal, with 
virtually all fields in the Mississippi Delta States in the boll opening 
stage, much of which was harvested. Most of the crop was mature 
in the southern Plains and Southeast, but continued to rapidly 
advance in California. Georges’ heavy rains and subsequent 
flooding damaged cotton fields along the eastern Gulf coast and 
halted harvest activity. Harvest efforts were interrupted by rain in 
the northern and extreme southern areas of the Mississippi Delta, as 
well as parts of the Atlantic Coastal Plains during the first half of 
the month. Meanwhile, dry conditions in the central Mississippi 
Delta region and western Oklahoma aided progress. Harvest 
accelerated during the last half of the month, as rain delays were 
mostly limited to the southern Plains. As the month ended, two- 


thirds of the crop was harvested, ahead of the normai pace, but 
California producers lagged well behind the 5-year average. 


Less than half of the winter wheat was seeded when the month 
began and only one-fourth had emerged. Early-month rains in the 
southern Plains were welcomed in spite of the resulting planting 
delays, as the moisture was needed to germinate seeds. In the 
northern Rocky Mountains and Pacific Northwest, favorable 
weather allowed planting to move ahead of the 5-year average. 
Growers in the eastern Corn Belt also made rapid seeding progress, 
especially in Ohio, where planting progressed well ahead of normal. 
In the southern Corn Belt and northern Delta region, rain curtailed 
planting until mid-month, when progress began to gain momentum. 
Emergence lagged in the central and southern Plains due to the slow 
planting pace, but rain during the first half of the month boosted 
emergence in the northern Plains. 


The rice harvest progressed ahead of normal, except in California, 
where progress continued to lag behind normal throughout the 
month. Warm weather early in the month aided sorghum 
development, allowing the harvest pace to accelerate in the Great 
Plains and southern Corn Belt. By mid-month, harvest was 
virtually complete in most areas of the Mississippi Delta States. By 
the end of the month, growers in the southern Corn Belt and Great 
Plains were also nearly finished. Peanut harvesting fell behind the 
normal pace due to heavy rains and flooding from Hurricane 
Georges and continued to lag throughout the month in Georgia and 
Alabama. In the southern Plains and along the Atlantic Coastal 
Plains, the harvest progressed ahead of normal. 





U.S. Crop Production Highlights 





The following information was released by USDA’s Agricultural 
Statistics Board on November 10, 1998. Forecasts refer to 
November 1. 


Corn for grain production is forecast at 9.84 billion bushels, up 1 
percent (%) from last month and up 5% from 1997. Yields are 
expected to average 133.3 bushels per acre, up 1.3 bushels from last 
month and up 6.3 bushels from a year ago. If realized, this would 
be the second-largest production and the second-highest yield on 
record. Yield prospects increased in Iowa, Nebraska, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin due to ideal weather conditions during October. The 
yields in Illinois, Indiana, and Minnesota, the three other major- 
producing States, remained unchanged. Acreage for harvest is 
estimated at 73.8 million acres, unchanged from last month. 


Soybean production is forecast at a record-high 2.76 billion 
bushels, down fractionally from October 1, but 2% above last year’s 
record of 2.70 billion bushels. The yield forecast, at 38.6 bushels 
per acre, is down 0.1 bushel from last month and is 0.2 bushel 
below the 1997 final yield. If realized, this year’s soybean yield will 
be the third highest on record. In the major-producing States, the 
forecasted yields decreased by 2.0 bushels in Arkansas and 
Missouri. Yield increased 3.0 bushels in Ohio but remained 
unchanged in the other major-producing States. Acreage for harvest 
is estimated at 71.6 million acres, unchanged from October 1. 


All cotton production is forecast at 13.2 million bales, down 
57,500 bales from last month and down 30% from 1997. Yield is 
expected to average 612 pounds per harvested acre, down 4 pounds 
from last month and down 68 pounds from last year. Georgia’s 
production was lowered 100,000 bales from the October forecast, 
as yield potential continued to decline. Arkansas production was 
increased 50,000 bales. 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
October 1998 
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DEPARTURE 





BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 


SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 


BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
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CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 


BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
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WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 

SAN JUAN 
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November 2 - 8, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


A large mass of cold air brought below-normal 
temperatures to most of the Nation, and the first 
major snowstorm followed late in the week. 
Wheat fields in the northern Rocky Mountains and 
High Plains were blanketed by at least a few 
inches of snow. The cold weather did not hinder 
harvest efforts in the northern Corn Belt or 


Southeast, but rains delayed progress in parts of 
the southern Corn Belt and Great Plains. The rains 
aided germination and growth of winter wheat in 
the central and southern Plains, but also caused 
some isolated flooding. Harvest activities 
continued in California until late-week rains halted 
progress in the northern third of the State. 





Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 93 percent 
complete, slightly behind the 94 percent average for this 
date. Wheat had emerged on 83 percent of the acreage, 2 
percentage points behind the 5-year average. Farmers in the 
northern Plains were finished planting, while growers in the 
central Plains, Pacific Northwest, and Corn Belt were nearly 
finished. Planting was active in Missouri, but lagged behind 
normal due to wet weather in the western parts of the State. 
Dry weather aided planting efforts in Arkansas, but in the 
Southeast, planting was delayed due to excessively dry soils. 
Progress was slow in California, but remained more than 1 
week ahead of normal. Virtually all of the winter wheat was 
emerged in the northern Plains. In the central and southern 
Plains, emergence lagged slightly behind normal. In the 
Southeast, emergence was hindered by dry soils. Late-week 
snow in the northern Rocky Mountains provided some 
insolation from cold weather. 


Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest advanced 7 percentage 
points, to 90 percent complete, and remained more than 1 
week ahead of the 82 percent normal pace. Dry weather 
aided harvest efforts in the eastern and northern Corn Belt, 
where combining remained fairly brisk. In the western and 
southern Corn Belt, progress was considerably slower, as 
rain delayed harvest of the remaining fields. 


Soybeans: The harvest pace continued to decline, 
progressing just 5 percentage points, to 94 percent complete. 
Progress was slow in the Corn Belt, where few fields 


remained to be harvested. Dry conditions aided harvest 
efforts in the Mississippi Delta and Southeast. Harvest 
approached completion in the Delta States and neared the 
halfway point in the Southeast. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton harvest steadily progressed to 
75 percent complete, up from 68 percent the previous week. 
Normally, 69 percent of the crop would be harvested by this 
date. California cotton growers harvested 20 percent of their 
cotton, more than doubling the total prior to last week. 
Despite the rapid progress, harvest remained well behind the 
5-year average. Dry weather aided progress in the Southeast 
and the Bootheel of Missouri. Progress was nearly halted in 
the southern Plains, but remained far ahead of the 5-year 
average in Oklahoma. 


Other crops: Sorghum harvested advanced to 88 percent 
complete, slightly ahead of the 86 percent average. Dry 
weather aided rapid progress in the southern and central 
High Plains, while rain halted combining in the southern 
Corn Belt. Eighty-eight percent of the peanuts were 
harvested, ahead of the normal pace of 84 percent. Florida 
peanut producers were nearly finished harvesting, far ahead 
of the normal progress of 39 percent. Growers in Alabama 
and Georgia also neared completion, but were slightly 
behind their normal pace. Progress fell behind normal in 
Oklahoma, as rain hindered harvest operations. The harvest 
remained ahead of the 5-year average in Texas, despite 
scattered rains. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending November 8, 1998 


Winter Wheat Percent Planted Soybeans Percent Harvested Cotton Percent Harvested 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





“These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda. gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days Suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 
34% very short, 48% short, 18% adequate. Dry weather 
prevailed over most of the State. In areas where row-crop 
harvest has long since passed, farmers wait for moisture to 
plant wheat, fall forage crops. Cotton harvested 91%, 66% 
1997, 75% avg. Soybeans harvested 85%, 67% 1997, 60% 
avg. Peanuts dug 97%, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; combined 
92%, 99% 1997, 97% avg. Wheat planted 41%, 48% 1994, 
51% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 12%, poor, 60% fair, 24% 
good, 2% excellent. Fall harvest was completed in many 
areas. Pastures continued to suffer, many cattle 
producerscontinued feeding hay. Some cattle producers 
marketed cattle in anticipation of hay, grazing shortages. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is progressing but is still 1 week 
behind last year and the 5-year average. Alfalfa harvest 
activity was reported as 47% not being harvested, 9% light, 
31% moderate, 13% active. Alfalfa virtually unchanged from 
the previous week. Condition 2% poor, 18% fair, 58% good, 
22% excellent. Sheeping off increased slightly. Small grains 
are being planted in the areas where cotton harvest is furthest 
along. As of November 8, 9% of the durum wheat, 5% of 
other wheat, 8% of the barley, 8% of the other small grains 
had been planted. Other farmers reported preparing for small 
grain planting. Last week central areas growers harvested 
cantaloupes, cabbage, green onions, honeydews, mixed 
greens, spinach, a light volume of bok choy, cilantro, dill, 
flowering kale, kale. Eastern producers shipped chili peppers, 
head lettuce. Western producers shipped cantaloupes, 
honeydews, head lettuce. Western, central citrus groves 
harvested lemons, navel oranges last week. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 3% 
very short, 26% short, 70% adequate, 1% surplus. Week 
ended with normal temperatures, spotty rainfall, coldest 
temperatures experienced so far this fall. Heaviest rainfall 
quantities were in the west. The main farming activities 
included harvesting cotton, soybeans, planting wheat. Both 
the soybean, cotton harvest progressed ahead of the 5-year 
average. Other farm activities included over seeding pastures, 
treating wheat for ryegrass control, shredding cotton stalks, 
land preparation activities for next season. Cattle producers 
continued to wean, market calves, cull cows from their herds. 
Some producers were feeding hay and marketing cattle early 
due to lack of adequate pastures. Cattle were treated for 
worms, given vaccinations, were reported in good condition 
statewide. Oats 4% fair, 92% good, 4% excellent. Alfalfa 1% 
very poor, 27% poor, 53% fair, 19% good. Other hay 6% very 
poor, 15% poor, 42% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 7% very poor, 20% poor, 44% fair, 24% good, 
5% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Fieldwork progressed normally in most areas 
until late week rainfall halted activity in the northern half of the 
State. Elsewhere, growers experienced some very light 
rainfall, no significant delays occurred. Seeding of small 
grains, winter forages continued on irrigated land. Most 


dryland wheat growers were waiting for additional rain to 
increase soil moisture before planting. Cotton harvest was in 
full swing in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys, followed 
immediately by shredding and discing for pink bollworm 
control. Desert area cotton harvest was winding down. Rice 
harvest was nearing completion in the Sacramento, northern 
San Joaquin Valleys. Dry beans, grain sorghum, sugar beets, 
corn for grain, silage were harvested where conditions 
permitted. Some harvested sugar beet fields were being 
planted with next year’s sugarbeet crop. Alfalfa, clover were 
treated for weeds in the Sacramento Valley. Alfalfa, sudan 
grass were cut for hay or greenchopped. Seedbed 
preparation for planting small grains, forage crops, new alfalfa 
was ongoing. Fruit, nut growers were conducting post harvest 
irrigation, fertilization, pruning activities. Picking of grapes for 
fresh use continued in the San Joaquin Valley. Emperor, red 
globe, crimson seedless were the major varieties being picked. 
Nearly the entire raisin crop has been rolled, picked up. 
Harvest of grapes for wine use was nearing the end. Fuji, 
Granny Smith apple picking was active. Fig, olive, persimmon, 
pomegranate harvests continued. Kiwifruit picking was active, 
with good quality, but small fruit. Almond, pistachio, walnut 
harvests were nearing completion. Valencia orange harvest 
was also nearing completion. Harvest of new crop navel 
oranges has begun; picking was slow, fruit sizes were small. 
Lemon, grapefruit picking continued. Satsuma harvest was 
underway. Maturity problems were reported. Fall strawberry 
harvest continued. Broccoli, lettuce harvests continued in the 
San Joaquin Valley, central coast areas, but many broccoli 
fields were far from maturity. Fall cantaloupes, honeydew 
melons were harvested in the Imperial Valley. Only a few late 
bell pepper fields remained to be harvested. Additional 
vegetable crops harvested included fresh, processing onions, 
eggplant, turnips, cucumbers, green beans, squash, radishes, 
parsley, sweet potatoes, beets. Harvests of fall cabbage, 
cauliflower, spinach crops were beginning in the southern San 
Joaquin Valley. Garlic, carrot, onion, potato fields continued 
to be planted in central, southern counties. Rangeland, 
pasture conditions were mostly fair, except along the north 
coast, where conditions were good. Rainfall in central, 
northern State was very beneficial to foothill pastures. Stock 
cows were benefiting from the abundance of old feed on 
winter pastures, but most operators were still waiting for 
additional new grass growth before turning out stocker cattle. 
Sheep were grazing, lambing in alfalfa fields in the central 
area. Beehive maintenance continued in the central areas, 
while beekeepers worked on almond, plum contracts. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.1. Topsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 5% short, 76% adequate, 18% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 22% short, 69% 
adequate 6% surplus. The recent pattern of scattered 
rain/snow showers has created some wet field conditions, 
slowed harvest of com, sorghum, sugar beets. Pasture, range 
feed in mostly good to fair condition. Livestock continue to be 
moved to graze crop residues as harvest is completed. 
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DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 
moisture 12% very short, 57% short, 31% adequate. Subsoil 
moisture 2% very short, 55% short, 43% adequate. Wheat 
39% fair, 60% good, 1% excellent; 78% planted, 67% 1997, 
70% avg. Soybeans 95% shedding leaves, 95% 1997, 99% 
avg.; 70% harvested, 36% 1997, 48% avg. Field corn 96% 
combined, 75% 1997, 91% avg. Sorghum 70% harvested, 
34% 1997, 54% avg. Alfalfa hay 50% 5th cutting, 73% 1997, 
62% avg. Hay supplies 31% short, 69% adequate. Pasture 
feed 17% poor, 34% fair, 49% good. Activities: Another very 
dry week for State, barley seeding finished up last week, corn 
harvesting near completion. 





FLORIDA: Not Available. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 
29% very short, 49% short, 22% adequate. Cotton 12% very 
poor, 23% poor, 39% fair, 24% good, 2% excellent; 95% bolls 
open, 97% 1997, 97% avg. Peanuts 99% dug, 100% 1997, 
100% avg. Rye 77% planted, 77% 1997, 79% avg. Sorghum 
92% harvested for grain, 77% 1997, 86% avg. Soybeans 21% 
very poor, 27% poor, 36% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent; 99% 
dropping leaves, 98% 1997, 99% avg. Other small grains 61% 
planted, 62% 1997, 61% avg. Onions 8% transplanted, 7% 
1997, 8% avg. Apples 98% harvested, 98% 1997, 97% avg. 
Pecans 17% very poor, 35% poor, 33% fair, 13% good 2% 
excellent; 38% harvested, 33% 1997, 34% avg. Pasture feed 
15% very poor, 27% poor, 41% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent. 
Scattered showers brought limited moisture to fields mainly in 
the northern third of the State. Most areas remain extremely 
dry. Cotton, peanut, soybean harvest is active. Weather 
delays continue to hinder small grain plantings, land 
preparations. Northern soybean producers reporting above- 
average yields near river bottoms. Despite showers, pasture 
conditions declined slightly. Cattle producers still feeding 
cattle hay, supplements. Other activities included taking soil, 
nematode samples, general maintenance to harvesting 
equipment, defoliating cotton, routine care of livestock. 





HAWAII: Cloudy skies, frequent showers slowed crop 
progress in windward areas. Spraying increased to prevent 
disease outbreaks. Drier conditions in leeward areas were fair 
for agriculture. Showers benefited parched areas in the 
southern end of Hawaii island. Banana, papaya harvesting 
steady. Head cabbage harvesting steady, quality good. 
Harvesting of sweet corn expected to increase. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil moisture 
74% adequate, 26% short. Temperatures across the State 
were below normal. Precipitation fell across the State, yearly 
totals remain below normal. Apples harvested 91%, 1997 
97%, avg. 96%. Corn harvested for grain 51%, 1997 56%, 
avg. 59%. Sugar beets harvested 95%, 1997 95%, avg. 91%. 
Activities: Fall ground preparation, wrapping up fall harvest, 
winter wheat planting, caring for livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil moisture 
1% very short, 5% short, 79% adequate, 15% surplus. In the 
northern part of the State, continued rains prevented farmers 
from completing com, soybean harvest. With harvest winding 
down, storage is filling up, many areas are seeing corn piled 
on the ground. Scattered showers, mild temperatures have 
helped the winter wheat crop emerge. Other activities for last 


week included fall tillage, anhydrous ammonia application, 
preparing livestock facilities for the upcoming winter season. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil moisture 
3% very short, 20% short, 72% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 5% very short, 29% short, 63% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Hoosier farmers continue to enjoy favorable harvest 
conditions. Soybean harvest is near completion, corn harvest 
is about 2 weeks ahead of normal. With the exception of 
occasional brief delays due to showers, the weather has been 
ideal all season for fall harvest activities. Activities: Harvesting 
corn, soybeans, seeding winter wheat, fall tillage, applying 
fertilizer, lime, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Northern, central 
portions near complete for harvest, fieldwork, southern 
districts still wet. Reports of corn piled on ground, rail car 
shortages. Topsoil moisture 6% short, 78% adequate, 16% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 13% short, 75% 
adequate, 11% surplus. Corn acreage harvested 92%, 90% 
1997, 85% avg. Percentage moisture of all field corn 
averaged 18%; harvested corn averaged 17%. Corn lodging 
32% none, 48% light, 17% moderate, 3% heavy; corn ear 
droppage 36% none, 50% light, 13% moderate, 1% heavy. 
Soybean acreage harvested 99%, 99% 1997, 99% avg. 
Winter wheat planted 93%, 89% 1997, 97% avg. Completion 
of 1999 row-crop fall tillage 38%, 40% 1997, 31% avg; fall 
fertilizer applied 31%, 36% 1997, 27% avg. Grain movement 
rated 25% none, 41% light, 29% moderate, 5% heavy. Off- 
farm grain storage availability decreased dramatically to 43% 
short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus; on-farm storage 35% short, 
62% adequate, 3% surplus. As corn harvest continues, cattle 
being moved to graze on stalks. Use of stubble fields 29% 
none, 36% limited, 28% moderate, 7% extensive. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.2. Topsoil moisture 
1% short, 35% adequate, 64% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% 
short, 60% adequate, 37% surplus. Last weekend's rains, 
scattered showers across the State brought fieldwork to a 
snails pace. Sunflowers harvested 95%, 82% 1997. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 6% poor, 31% fair, 57% good, 5% 
excellent. Stockwater 1% short, 64% adequate, 35% surplus. 
Producers weaning calves, moving cattle to crop residue. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 12% very short, 49% short, 36% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 19% very short, 46% short, 34% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Below-normal temperatures statewide. 
Despite some light showers, accumulated rainfall continued 
below normal. Condition of stripped tobacco was reported as 
1% very poor, 10% poor, 38% fair, 43% good, 8% excellent. 
Pasture feed 8% very poor, 24% poor, 44% fair, 22% good, 
2% excellent. Winter wheat 94% seeded, 88% 1997, 86% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 32% fair, 55% good, 8% 
excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 
6% very short, 24% short, 67% adequate, 3% surplus. Cotton 
harvest is almost complete. Hay 97% final cutting, 100% 
1997, 100% avg. Pecans 5% very poor, 16% poor, 46% fair, 
29% good, 4% excellent; 46% harvested, 34% 1997, 29% avg. 
Soybeans harvest is complete. Sugarcane 2% very poor, 9% 
poor, 21% fair, 48% good, 20% excellent; 100% planted, 
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100% 1997, 100% avg.; 32% harvested, 33% 1997, 37% avg. 
Sweet potatoes 94% harvested, 87% 1997, 88% avg. Wheat 
69% planted, 38% 1997, 46% avg.; 44% emerged, 21% 1997, 
29% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 10% poor, 38% fair, 46% 
good, 4% excellent. Cattle producers continue to plant winter 
pastures. Vegetables 3% very poor, 14% poor, 37% fair, 42% 
good, 4% excellent. Pastures feed 5% very poor, 20% poor, 
47% fair, 26% good, 2% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 
moisture 26% very short, 59% short, 15% adequate. Subsoil 
moisture 34% very short, 56% short, 10% adequate. Rye 1% 
very poor, 7% poor, 31% fair, 60% good, 1% excellent; 92% 
planted, 87% 1997, 85% avg. Wheat 4% very poor, 9% poor, 
31% fair, 55% good, 1% excellent; 86% planted, 72% 1997, 
78% avg. Field corn 92% combined, 81% 1997, 87% avg. 
Soybeans 75% harvested, 55% 1997, 60% avg. Sorghum 
85% harvested, 51% 1997, 60% avg. Tobacco 21% stripped, 
10% 1997, 14% avg. Pasture feed 14% very poor, 32% poor, 
21% fair, 32% good, 1% excellent. Alfalfa hay 61% Sth 
cutting, 68% 1997, 66% avg. Hay 3% very short, 23% short, 
67% adequate, 7% surplus. Activities: Barley seeding 
completed this past week, corn harvest nearing completion, 
hay season almost over; small crop due to dry weather. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 
moisture 14% very short, 30% short, 55% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 19% very short, 41% short, 40% 
adequate. Hay 4th cutting 91%, 92% 1997, 93% avg. 
Temperatures 2 to 6 degrees F below normal. Dry harvest 
weather continued for most of State. Harvest about 2 weeks 
ahead of 5-year average, three weeks ahead of last year. 
Most corn in Thumb, northeast area of State has been 
harvested. Additional precipitation needed to aid early wheat 
growth. Soil moisture would also benefit fall tillage. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 
moisture 2% short, 87% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 2% very short, 9% short, 79% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Soybeans 82% stubble worked, 89% 1997, 76% avg. 
Sunflowers 86% harvested, 97% 1997, 95% avg. Corn 17% 
moisture content, 19% 1997, 21% avg.; 69% stubble worked, 
77% 1997, 56% avg. A cold, dry week allowed farmers to 
work on remaining harvesting or fieldwork activities before the 
arrival of snow that is expected this week. Very little, if any, 
precipitation occurred last week around the State. Cold 
temperatures are beginning to cause the ground to freeze, 
especially in northern areas of the State. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 
41% very short, 35% short, 18% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Cotton 99% harvested, 92% 1997, 91% avg. Soybeans 98% 
harvested, 88% 1997, 83% avg. Sweet potatoes 95% 
harvested, 88% 1997, 93% avg. Wheat 88% planted, 76% 
1997, 77% avg.; 51% emerged, 63% 1997, 61% avg.; 4% very 
poor, 33% poor, 45% fair, 17% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 
100% harvested, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Cattle 5% very poor, 
11% poor, 41% fair, 38% good, 5% excellent. Hay supply 
24% short, 71% adequate, 5% surplus. Feed grain 18% short, 
80% adequate, 2% surplus. Activities: Some areas of the 
State received a much-needed rain over the weekend. 
Harvesting activities are nearing completion for all crops. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Topsoil moisture 
5% short, 51% adequate, 44% surplus. Wettest area is the 
northern third of the State at 64% or more surplus, while 
south-central at 18% short, southeast at 35% short. Ground 
intended for next year’s spring crops that has been worked at 
least once (excluding no-till) 32%, 35% 1997, 27% avg. Corn 
harvest in northern third of State ranged from 70% northeast 
to 85% north-central, while central third ranges from 92-98%, 
southern third of State has been complete for about a month. 
Soybean harvest ranges from 79% in west-central, southwest 
to 90% or more north-central east-central, south-central, 
southeast districts. Sorghum harvest in northern two-thirds of 
the State ranged from 72% northeast to 82% north-central and 
southern third of State is totally complete. Wheat planting 
most advanced in southern third of State at 90-93% complete, 
while least advanced is west-central at 42%. Cotton harvest 
is 1 day ahead of normal. Weekly precipitation averaged 1.15 
in. Rainfall ranged from 0.35 in. in Bootheel to 2.11 in. in 
northeast, with the remaining districts averaging nearly 1 in. or 
more. Pasture feed 3% poor, 29% fair, 59% good, 9% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: _ Starting on 5th, an upper level low pressure 
system located itself over the north-central part of the State. 
As of 8th night, most areas of State received varying amounts 
of snow, with 4 inches being reported in Missoula, 6 inches in 
Cut Bank, 3 inches in Butte. Temperatures over much of the 
State last week were in the 20's, low 30's. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Topsoil 
moisture 3% short, 80% adequate, 17% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 3% very short, 12% short, 78% adequate, 7% 
surplus. Corn harvest 86%, 79% 1997, 91% avg. Soybean 
harvest 95%, 94% 1997, 99% avg. Sorghum harvest 90%, 
ahead of 84% 1997, 88% avg. Wheat 3% poor, 18% fair, 64% 
good, 15% excellent. Producer activities: Fall tillage, fertilizer 
application, fencing, weaning calves, livestock health 
programs, LDP requests. 





NEVADA: Rainfall was common statewide, precipitation 
totals were limited. Temperatures averaged much below 
normal northeast, few degrees below normal in the south, 
west. Snow continued to fall in the High Sierra. Late- season 
haying efforts were interrupted by the rains. Harvesting of 
corn for grain slowed. Few fields remain to be planted to 
winter grains. Sod harvest continued south. Row-crop 
harvests (including onions, potatoes, garlic) complete. 
Pasture, range condition remained good. Cattle being 
vaccinated and moved to winter range. Pregnancy testing 
resulting in marketing of open cows, heifers. Main farm, ranch 
activities: Moving, vaccinating, testing cattle, haying, 
equipment maintenance. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 
moisture 5% very short, 7% short, 77% adequate, 11% 
surplus. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Amount of 
feed requirements pastures are supplying is average. 
Irrigation water supply is short to adequate. Farmers are 
planting cover crops (wheat, rye). Harvesting of fall items 
(beets, cabbage, endive, escarole, lettuce, parsley, spinach, 
tumips, winter squash) occurring. Apple harvest is decreasing. 
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Harvesting of soybeans, corn for grain continues. Pasture 
feed poor to fair. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 
moisture 5% very short, 27% short, 65% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Farmers waited for fields to dry enough to continue 
with fall harvest. Some light precipitation was received over 
about half of the State, amounts were small, with only one 
station reporting over half an inch. When possible, farmers 
continued with fall harvest of chile, corn, sorghum, cotton, 
lettuce. Red chile harvest advanced to 47% picked, 50% 
1997; 2% poor, 33% fair, 62% good and 3% excellent. Corn 
harvest continued, with 95% of the grain in, 93% 1997; 7% 
poor, 9% fair, 80% good, 4% excellent. Cotton harvest was 
35% completed, with rain damage reducing the quality of the 
crop in some areas. Final cutting of hay was slowed by rain 
and wet fields, with 80% of the last cut complete; 8% poor, 
35% fair, 53% good, 4% excellent. In the south, 63% of the 
lettuce crop was harvested, 8% fair, 82% good, 10% excellent. 
Onion planting was almost complete, with condition at 3% fair, 
95% good, 2% excellent. Pecans remained in mostly good 
condition. Cattle, sheep stayed in fair to good condition. 





NEW YORK: Corn for grain harvest continues. Producers 
harvesting as much as possible before first snowfall. Apple, 
potato, onion growers grading, packing, shipping crops. Cider 
making continued. Winter conferences, meetings getting 
underway. Machinery repair, maintenance, storage major 
activities. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Below- 
normal temperatures, precipitation were recorded in most 
areas of the State. Some much-needed precipitation was 
received in many parts of the State this week, but little 
moisture was received in the Northern mountains, parts of the 
Northern Piedmont, and the Southern Coastal plains. Soil 
moisture remains short to very short in most areas and for the 
State is rated 24% very short, 37% short, 39% adequate. 
Continued progress was made harvesting cotton, peanuts, 
sweet potatoes which are well above the 5-year averages. 
Pasture conditions, particularly in the western portions of the 
State, continue to deteriorate. Activities for the week included: 
Harvesting cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes, soybeans and 
sorghum; planting small grains; tending livestock, cutting, 
shipping Christmas trees. 





NORTH DAKOTA: _ Harvest of corn, sunflower has been 
hindered by wet conditions, nearing completion. A few acres 
of soybeans remain to be harvested. Field activity in the 
western half of the State is mostly done for the season; as 
frozen soils, snow are ending fall tillage, fertilizer application. 
Ranchers are moving cattle in from pasture, hauling hay. 
Adequate amounts of hay in a greater portion of the State are 
pressuring hay prices. Livestock marketings are mostly 
stagnant due to lack of bidders. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork was 5.8 days. Topsoil 
moisture 2% very short, 24% short,72% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Com harvested for grain 85%, 55% 1997, 67% avg. Soybeans 
harvested 99%, 97% 1997, 95% avg. Winter wheat emerged 
98%, 86% 1997, 86% avg. Tobacco 22% stripped, 14% 1997. 
Winter wheat 2% poor, 18% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent. 
Weather conditions varied throughout the State as scattered 


showers, some snow flurries were reported. Activities include 
finishing fall harvest; some hay making; fall tillage, 
conservation practices; spreading potash, lime, manure, 
fertilizer; repairing equipment; drying grain; cutting firewood; 
pressing cider; harvesting popcorn; baling corn stalks; 
weaning calves; stripping tobacco. Many reporters mention 
that the corn harvest would be finished in some parts of the 
State if storage problems did not exist. Farmers are waiting in 
long lines at elevators, some have shut down temporarily. 
There were also a couple reports of grain being stored on the 
ground. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Topsoil 1% 
very short, 5% short, 70% adequate, 24% surplus. Subsoil 5% 
very short, 8% short, 75% adequate, 12% surplus. Cool, damp 
weather hindered drying of fields, restricted wheat seeding. 
Oats 86% planted, 82% 1997, 75% avg.; 60% up-to-stand, 
52% 1997, 53% avg. Soybeans 74% harvested, 66% 1997, 
69% avg. Peanuts 64% combined, 80% 1997, 71% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 1% very poor, 11% poor, 38% fair, 47% good, 3% 
excellent; 89% 4th cutting, 99% 1997, 100% avg.; 32% 5th 
Cutting, 70% 1997, 78% avg. Other hay 64% 2nd cutting, 84% 
1997, 97% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 5% poor, 28% fair, 
63% good, 2% excellent. Pasture, range 4% very poor, 16% 
poor, 44% fair, 35% good, 1% excellent. Cattle marketings 
average. 





OREGON: Grass seed and wheat planting winding down 
statewide. Winter preparations underway. Nurseries digging 
bareroot plant material. Greenhouses busy with starts for next 
season and Christmas plants. Sales and movement of 
containers and balled and burlapped plant material continued. 
Christmas tree harvest underway and trees flown and shipped. 
Vegetable harvested in Western Oregon. Root crops being 
dug and stored. Pumpkins, green peppers and squash were 
harvested. In Eastern Oregon, onion and potato crops were 
almost finished. Fall fruit and nut harvests winding down 
statewide. Berry fields ready for winter and orchards 
preparing for winter. Livestock condition mostly good. Fall 
weaning continued. Some grazing on alfalfa hay regrowth. 
Willamette Valley pastures continued to show good fall 
regrowth and reduce need for supplemental feeding. Some 
low land pastures getting soggy. Received the first large 
snowfall in the mountains for the season. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil 
moisture 34% very short, 47% short, 18% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 100% harvested, 98% 1997, 
98% avg. Soybean 1% poor, 13% fair, 73% good, 13% 
excellent. Potato harvest 100% complete, 97% 1997, 97% 
avg. Fall plowing 83% complete, 86% 1997, 86% avg. Barley 
planted 100% complete, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; emerged 92% 
complete, 89% 1997. Alfalfa 4th cutting 95% complete, 85% 
1997, 84% avg. Quality of hay made 11% very poor, 16% 
poor, 22% fair, 50% good, 1% excellent. Grape harvest 100% 
complete, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Apple harvest 95% 
complete, 89% 1997, 94% avg. Activities: Fall plowing; cutting 
hay and haylage; harvesting grapes, apples, corn, soybeans, 
buckwheat, potatoes; seeding wheat, barley and cover crops; 
filling silos; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling and 
spreading manure; spreading lime; making apple butter; caring 
for livestock. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil 
moisture 31% very short, 50% short, 19% adequate. Apples 
100% harvested, 99% 1997, 97% avg. Barley 95% planted, 
95% 1997, 69% avg.; 65% emerged, 84% 1997, 55% avg.; 
90% fair, 10% good. Livestock 3% poor, 31% fair, 64% good, 
2% excellent. Oats 74% planted, 79% 1997, 70% avg.; 56% 
emerged, 62% 1997, 54% avg.; 9% poor, 67% fair, 24% good. 
Pasture feed 7% very poor, 22% poor, 44% fair, 27% good. 
Peanuts 96% harvested, 93% 1997, 90% avg. Pecans 48% 
harvested, 49% 1997, 33% avg.; 1% poor, 62% fair, 36% 
good, 1% excellent. Rye 71% planted, 82% 1997, 67% avg.; 
54% emerged, 65% 1997, 54% avg.; 15% poor, 57% fair, 
28% good. Sorghum 95% harvested, 95% 1997; 6% poor, 
74% fair, 20% good. Sweet potatoes 98% harvested, 93% 
1997, 72% avg. Tobacco 100% stalks destroyed; 100% 1997, 
99% avg. Winter grazings 84% planted, 86% 1997, 82% avg.; 
65% emerged, 74% 1997, 67% avg.; 13% very poor, 14% 
poor, 39% fair, 34% good. Winter wheat 35% planted, 40% 
1997, 26% avg.; 25% emerged, 30% 1997, 15% avg.; 7% 
poor, 69% fair, 24% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 
70% adequate, 30% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 72% 
adequate, 27% surplus. Soil conditions remain in good 
condition from the moisture received, with pockets of surplus 
conditions being reported. Harvest was halted once again by 
rain and snow most of the week. Sunflower 90% harvested, 
96% 1997, 91% avg. Winter rye 23% fair, 42% good, 35% 
excellent. Livestock remain in good to excellent condition. 
Pastures continue to benefit from the moisture and are 
reported in good condition for winter and next spring. 
Livestock 1% poor, 5% fair, 67% good, 27% excellent. Stock 
water supplies 3% short, 75% adequate, 22% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 30% 
very short, 44% short, 26% adequate. Subsoil 31% very short, 
43% short, 26% adequate. Burley 58% stripped, 46% 1997, 
51% avg. Winter wheat 80% seeded, 75% 1997, 73% avg.; 
1% very poor, 9% poor, 29% fair, 51% good, 10% excellent. 
Market preparation for tobacco continued as the burley crop 
came into order during the morning hours. By week’s end 
burley stripping was about a week ahead of the five-year 
average. Despite very short to short moisture levels, wheat fall 
seedings were approximately 10 days ahead of the five-year 
average. Producers continued to report slow germination and 


growth of wheat fields, pastures due to the lack of rainfall 
since August. 





TEXAS: Cloudy, wet, cold conditions covered State much 
last week. A few areas reported frost early week; however, 
major freeze has yet to occur Plains. Producers did not get 
much fieldwork completed. Hay cut few fields, but rain kept 
baling to minimum. There still a lot of fence mending, cleanup 
from recent flooding going on. Supplemental feeding 
operations hampered by wet conditions. Livestock conditions 
remained fair to good most areas. 

Crops: Small Grains: Execellent moisture conditions most 
areas continued allow for good progress. Planting for grain 
remained slow due wet fields. Livestock turned out on older 
fields few areas. Insect activity greatly diminished. Cotton: 
Rain parts of North Central, High Plains caused delays in 
harvest operations. Cotton stringing out some fields, quality 
maybe affected. Volunteer cotton remained problem in Rio 
Grande Valley as wet fields prevented producers from 


plowing. Grain Sorghum: Rain interrupted much harvest 
progess during week in Plains. Peanuts: Many fields dug prior 
to recent rains. However, continuous rain kept combining to 
miniumum. Producers concerned a freeze may occur before 
they can get back into fields in Plains, North Central. Harvest 
winding down South Central but wet conditions also caused 
delays. Soybeans: Harvest delayed by rain in Plains. 

i : Rio Grande Valley, rain caused 
further delays late onion, carrot planting. San Antonio-Winter 
Garden, fieldwork slowed but planted crops made good 
progress during week. East, most sweet potato harvest 
completed. However, much loss occurred due wet conditions. 
Trans Pecos, chili, bell pepper harvest slowly increased as 
conditions allowed. Pecans: Rain caused further delays 
harvest. Much production been lost to flooding Central, South 
Central counties. 

Range and Livestock: Small grain pastures continued 
make good progress, livestock moved to graze on early 
planted fields. Cooler temperatures continued to limit warm 
season grasses. However, winter grasses have made good 
growth. Supplemental feeding continued but wet conditions 
caused feeding problems. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 1% very short, 
6% short, 89% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 
9% short, 90% adequate. Farmers are nearing the end of 
harvest season. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 41% very 
short, 41% short, 18% adequate. Subsoil 43% very short, 
44% short, 13% adequate. Corn 95% harvested, 80% 1997, 
88% avg. Cotton 90% harvested, 43% 1997, 57% avg. 
Soybeans 63% harvested, 37% 1997, 37% avg.; 11% very 
poor, 23% poor, 38% fair, 26% good, 2% excellent. Winter 
wheat 63% seeded, 52% 1997, 56% avg. Barley 85% seeded, 
88% 1997, 90% avg. Winter apples 94% harvested, 94% 
1997, 95% avg. Pasture feed 36% very poor, 40% poor, 20% 
fair, 4% good. Livestock 4% very poor, 15% poor, 32% fair, 
44% good, 5% excellent. Scattered rain showers across the 
Commonwealth this past week resulted in moderately 
improved topsoil moisture levels. Acres of cropland 
categorized as short or very short last week totaled 82%. This 
is a decrease from 93% the previous week. The rain caused 
a temporary stoppage of fall harvest, planting. However, 
producers were able to make substantial progress for the 
week. Soybeans, corn, cotton harvest remain ahead of 
normal schedule. Wheat producers, in particular, benefited 
from the rain. Softer ground brought about by the rain 
showers allowed fall seeding to progress rapidly. The rain was 
of minimal help in replenishing surface water sources for 
livestock. Many producers are culling livestock above normal 
levels for this time of year in order to reduce supplemental 
feeding. Many localities have reported killing frosts, 
compietely eliminating pasture growth. Before the latest hard 
frost occurred some vegetable producers reported seeing a 
large number of aphids. Other activities for the week included 
continued marketing of cattle, curing, preparing tobacco for 
market, harvesting vegetables, applying lime, fertilizer, manure 
to fields, repairing fences, barns. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 5% 
very short, 59% short; 36% adequate. Subsoil 2% very short, 
43% short, 55% adequate. Potatoes 60% harvested, 54% 
1997, 59% avg. Potatoes, 10% fair, 90% good. Rain showers 
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received at the end of the week were expected to kick planting 
into full gear in eastern areas where producers have been 
waiting for precipiation before seeding winter wheat. Other 
regions reported emerged wheat in good condition. Sugar 
beet, potato harvests progressed, mint harvest was nearly 
complete. Hay, other roughage supplies, 2% short, 75% 
adequate, 23% surplus. Silage harvest continued, 4th, 5th 
Cutting alfalfa hay production continued. Range, pasture feed 
18% poor, 47% fair, 35% good. Cool, dry weather aided fruit 
harvests. Concord grape yields were low, but some areas 
expected record wine grape yields. Red Delicious, Granny 
Smith apple harvests continued. Cranberry harvest was 
underway in western areas with average yields reported. 
Vegetable harvests continued with pumpkin harvest also 
underway. Pre harvest activities in Christmas tree fields 
continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 
moisture 20% very short, 49% short, 31% adequate. Dry 
weather continues to plague some areas of the State, but corn 
and soybean harvest and winter wheat planting made good 
progress. Corn harvested for grain 83%, 67% 1997, 76% 5-yr 
avg. Soybeans harvested for grain 93%, 76% 1997, 71% 5-yr 
avg. Wheat 3% poor, 63% fair, 34% good. Wheat planted 
89%, 72% 1997, 86% avg.; Wheat emerged 76%. Cattle 1% 
poor, 22% fair, 74% good, 3% excellent. Sheep 27% fair, 65% 
good, 8% excellent. 


WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 
2% very short, 22% short, 73% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Soybeans harvested 98%, 99% 1997, 96% avg. 1998 harvest 
season is rapidly coming to an end, and the progress is one to 
two weeks earlier than normal. Although last week was 
relatively cool and cloudy, it was predominantly dry, thus 
allowing harvest to continue. The individual districts varied 
from 5.6 to 6.6 days suitable for fieldwork. Soybean harvest is 
essentially complete, and this is the last week that we will be 
reporting on soybeans. What few fields remain are either 
waiting for a good, hard frost to kill weeds, or they are still in 
the field due to a lack of storage space. The problem of 
inadequate storage space is also affecting corn harvest. We 
continue to receive reports of long delays at the grain 
elevators, and some mills have even had to close until more 
room becomes available. Some may be leaving their corn in 
the fields, as they just don’t know what to do with it. Some of 
our reporters have commented that corn harvest would be 
farther along if it were not for this bottleneck. Cranberry 
harvest is essentially complete, but packaging of fresh fruit will 
continue until the holidays. 





WYOMING: Another cold wet week continued to hamper 
farmers trying to harvest corn for grain. Sugar beet harvest 


was wrapping up. Ranchers were busy weaning calves, 
vaccinating. 





La Nina Update: November 9, 1998 


The following is derived from Diagnostic Advisory 98/11 issued by the Climate Prediction Center/National Centers for Environmental 
Prediction (NCEP) on November 9, 1998. 


Cold episode (La Nifia) conditions strengthened in the tropical Pacific during October. The equatorial cold tongue 
is now firmly established in the eastern and central Pacific, extending well wesi of the date line into the western 
Pacific. Monthly averaged sea surface temperatures (SSTs) were 1°C below normal along the equator from 170°E 
eastward to near 100°W, with departures near 2°C below normal between 130°W and 170°W. The pattern of 
anomalous precipitation, as inferred from the anomalous outgoing longwave radiation (OLR), is consistent with cold 
episode conditions. Enhanced convection was observed over the eastern Indian Ocean, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines, while suppressed convection was observed over the western and central equatorial Pacific. Upper and 
lower tropospheric zonal winds have been displaying features consistent with the developing cold episode. Since 
early May, westerly anomalies have been observed at 200 hPa and easterly anomalies have been observed at 850 hPa 
over the equatorial central Pacific. This is a reversal from the anomalies observed during the 1997-98 warm episode 
(El Nifio). Consistent with these features, the October SOI (Southern Oscillation Index) was positive (+1.0), 
reflecting above-normal pressure in the eastern tropical Pacific and below-normal pressure in the vicinity of 
Indonesia. Further development of cold episode conditions is likely, as negative subsurface temperature anomalies 
and a shallower-than-normal oceanic thermocline continue to dominate the equatorial Pacific. The latest NCEP 
coupled model predictions indicate that cold episode conditions in the tropical Pacific will continue through May 
1999. Other statistical and coupled model forecasts are consistent with the NCEP coupled model. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





November 1 - 7, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Light showers in eastern Ukraine and southern 
Russia continued to provide much-needed moisture for winter wheat 
establishment. 


EUROPE: Intermittent showers maintained wet soils in northern 
Europe, slowing fieldwork. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Growers continued to wait for 
consistent autumn rains before planting can become widespread. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Beneficial rain swept across the corn belt, but in 
Western Cape, unseasonable rain was unwelcomed for maturing wheat. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers slowed rice harvesting in 
southern Vietnam and main-season rice planting and development in 
Java. 


SOUTH ASIA: Heavy rain caused some flooding in rice areas of 
southeastern India. 


EASTERN ASIA: Warm, dry weather hampered winter wheat 
establishment in the North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, rain boosted soil moisture 
for reproductive to filling winter wheat and germinating corn and 
sunseed. However, the rain missed the major wheat areas of southern 
Buenos Aires. 


MEXICO: Dry weather favored corn harvesting in Mexico’s Southern 
Plateau corn belt, while rain hampered flood recovery efforts in Central 
America. 


AUSTRALIA: Dry weather brought some relief to Queensland’s 
mature winter grains. 














EUROPE 





Intermittent showers (10-44 mm) maintained wet soils from England 
eastward through northern France into Germany, causing further delays 
in sugar beet and corn harvesting and winter wheat planting. Farther 
south, widespread showers (10-25 mm) prompted winter wheat 
planting in Portugal and Spain. Light to moderate rain (10-25 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) also fell in southern France 
and Italy, benefitting newly planted winter grains but slowing corn 
harvesting in southern France. Elsewhere, rain (10-37 mm) fell from 
Poland southward through the Czech Republic and Slovakia into 
Hungary, boosting soil moisture. Seasonable temperatures in these 
areas continued to favor cold-hardening of winter grains prior to 
dormancy. Heavy rains in Slovenia caused some flooding. Continued 
mostly dry weather in southern Romania and Bulgaria favored rapid 
winter grain planting, delayed by previous wetness. Reports as of 
November 3 indicated that winter wheat in Bulgaria was 56 percent 
planted. Typically, winter wheat planting in Bulgaria is finished by 
the end of October. In Greece, unseasonably warm, dry weather 
favored cotton harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged near to 
slightly below normal across northern Europe and 2 to 4 degrees C 
above normal across the south. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





Light showers (10-25 mm) continued to provide much-needed moisture 
for winter wheat in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia (southern 
Black Soils Region, lower Volga Valley, and the North Caucasus). 
While the rain continued to improve prospects for the winter wheat 
crop in these areas, time was running out for further crop establishment 
since winter wheat typically enters dormancy by mid-November. 
Unseasonably mild weather is needed to ensure that crops become 
sufficiently established before entering dormancy. Elsewhere, light to 
moderate rain (10-34 mm) fell in western Ukraine, maintaining 
favorable moisture conditions for winter wheat establishment. Locally 
heavy rain (greater than 50 mm) in extreme southwestern Ukraine 
reportedly caused some flooding. Farther north, widespread rain and 
some snow fell from Belarus eastward through northern Russia 
(Central Region, Volga Vyatsk, Black Soils Region, and the middle 
Volga Valley), boosting soil moisture. Weekly temperatures in these 
areas were cool enough to induce winter grains into dormancy about 3 
weeks later than usual. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees 
C above normal in Ukraine and Russia and near normal in Belarus and 
the Baltics. 





NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 





Unseasonably warm, dry weather continued to prevail over Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C 
above normal in these areas. Growers throughout most of the region 
likely await the onset of consistent autumn rains before planting can 
become widespread. Although the bulk of the winter grain crop is 
typically planted from mid-November to mid-December, planting can 
extend into early January without a significant loss in yield potential. 





SOUTH AFRICA 








Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-50 mm or more) swept across the 
corn belt. The moisture was highly beneficial for summer crop 
germination and establishment even though seasonal fieldwork, 
including wheat harvesting, was hampered. The heaviest rainfall was 
concentrated over eastern Free State, Gauteng, and neighboring 
sections of Mpumalanga. Light to moderate showers (2-33 mm) 
covered sugarcane areas of KwaZulu-Natal. Temperatures averaged 
1 to 3 degrees C below normal in the major summer crop areas, 
reducing growth rates. In Western Cape, unseasonably heavy rain (15- 
45 mm) may have caused some lodging of maturing wheat. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


November 10, 1998 








SOUTH ASIA 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 





Very heavy rain (100-300 mm or more) fell over eastern portions of 
India’s southern tip. The rain probably caused some flooding of 
coastal rice. Elsewhere, mostly dry, warm weather favored dry down 
and harvest of summer crops and spurred winter grain and oilseed 
plantings. The dryness was especially welcomed in the rice areas of 
eastern India and Bangladesh, which have been plagued by excessive 
wetness. 
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Very heavy showers (50-350 mm) fell across central and southern 
Vietnam, slowing rice harvesting. Scattered showers (10-70 mm) 
boosted reservoir levels in western Thailand, while dry weather aided 
rice harvesting in the northeast. In the Philippines, drier weather (20- 
60 mm) eased wetness and favored main-season crop harvesting. 
Heavy showers (50-180 mm) fell across the oil palm areas of 
peninsular Malaysia. In Java, unseasonably heavy showers (40-125 
mm) continued to slow main-season rice planting. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Continued dry, warm weather hampered rainfed winter wheat 
establishment across the North China Plain. Temperatures averaged 
2 to 4 degrees C above normal. In Manchuria, light precipitation (1- 
10 mm) caused little or no delays in summer grain and oilseed 
harvesting. Mostly dry, sunny weather (rainfall less than 10 mm) 
favored filling late-rice in southern China. Dry weather favored rice 
harvesting in southern and central Japan, while moderate rain (25-60 
mm) slowed fieldwork in northern Japan. 
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MEXICO 


AUSTRALIA _ 





Warm, dry weather continued to favor corn harvesting across the 
Southern Plateau Corn Belt. Light to moderate showers (10-70 mm, 
with isolated amounts greater than 100 mm) fell across eastern Mexico 
(Tamaulipas, Veracruz, and the Yucatan peninsula). In Central 
America, moderate to heavy showers (50-200 mm) hampered flood 
recovery efforts. 
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Dry, generally mild weather in southern Queensland brought some 
relief to overly wet, unharvested wheat and barley. The dryness also 
helped firm-up saturated topsoils in preparation for fieldwork, 
including cotton and sorghum planting. Rain (5-25 mm) continued, 
however, in primary agricultural areas centered over New South 
Wales. In the southeast, scattered, light showers (less than 10 mm) 
accompanied warmer-than-normal weather (temperatures 2-4 degrees 
C above normal), benefiting late grain development. Generally cool, 
dry weather continued in Western Australia, favoring wheat dry down. 
In New Zealand, mild, showery conditions covered the primary crop 
and pasture areas, with rainfall generally ranging from 10 to 25 mm. 
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In central Argentina, moderate rain (10-40 mm, with amounts greater 
than 75 mm in southern Cordoba) covered northern Buenos Aires, 
southern Santa Fe, and Cordoba, boosting soil moisture for filling 
wheat and germinating corn and sunseed. However, the major winter 
wheat areas of southern Buenos Aires received little or no rain, further 
stressing reproductive wheat. Rain is needed in the next 2 to 3 weeks 
to stabilize wheat yield prospects. According to reports as of October 
30, sunseed planting was 49 percent done, versus 39 percent last year. 
Corn planting was 50 percent planted, versus 58 percent last year. In 
southern Brazil, drier weather (less than 10 mm) favored winter wheat 
planting and summer crop planting in Parana and Rio Grande do Sul. 
Showers (25-75 mm) increased topsoil moisture for planting in Mato 
Grosso, Goias, and Minas Gerais. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending November 8, 1998 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
November 8 - 14, 1998 


aX extremely powerful storm system delivered high 
winds and heavy snowfall to the northern Plains and 
upper Midwest, halting late summer-crop harvesting and 
lodging crops in some fields. Rain disrupted fieldwork in the 
remainder of the Midwest, but improved soil moisture in the 
Southeast. A second storm crossed the South after midweek, 
briefly disrupting cotton harvesting in California and 
southern Arizona. Heavy rain (2 to 10 inches) erupted 
across eastern Texas and portions of Louisiana on 
Thursday, continuing through week’s end. Lowland flooding 
returned to some areas in southeastern Texas still recovering 
from the mid- to late-October flood. Rain also overspread the 
Pacific Northwest late in the week, easing dryness. 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


NOV 8 - 14, 1998 





a 


a= 
2 © 
t, 


Xv 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 


Based on preliminary data 


es 


HAWAIIAN IS. 
\ 














November 17, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Total Precipitation (Inches) 
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Snow Depth (Inches) 
November 16, 1998 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending November 14, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending November 14, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending November 14, 1998 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Weekly temperatures ranged from 2 to 6°F below 
normal in areas affected by the snowstorm, and were 
as much as 5°F below normal in eastern Texas. In 
California and the Southwest, where cooler-than- 
normal weather prevailed for the seventh time in 8 
weeks, temperatures averaged 3 to 7°F below normal. 
In contrast, departures reached +7°F above normal in 
parts of the Southeast. 


Early in the week, a developing storm tracked from 
the Intermountain West to the central Plains. Cool 
air trailed the system into the West, resulting in 
several daily-record lows. On Sunday, Klamath 
Falls, OR noted 14°F. Two days later, Chatsworth, 
CA reported 39°F. Meanwhile, warm air streamed 
northward across the East. On Tuesday, highs 
reached 70°F in Beckley, WV and Akron-Canton, 
OH, setting daily records. Wilmington, NC notched 
83°F a day later. Toward week’s end, much warmer 
air arrived across the Western and Central States. 
As warmer air entered the northern High Plains on 
Friday, winds in Montana gusted to 76 mph in 
Browning and 68 mph in Choteau. On Saturday, 
Ely, NV posted a daily record-tying high of 66°F. 


After reaching the central Plains on Monday, the 
low-pressure system turned northeastward and 
intensified explosively, becoming the strongest storm 
on record (in terms of minimum barometric pressure) 
in Iowa and Minnesota. On Tuesday, pressures 
dipped to 28.54 inches in Iowa (at Spencer and 
Estherville) and 28.43 inches in Minnesota (at 
Austin and Albert Lea). Non-thunderstorm wind 
gusts were clocked to 93 mph in LaCrosse, WI, 68 
mph in Waterloo, IA, 63 mph in Springfield, IL, 
and 60 mph in Grand Island, NE. On Lake 
Michigan, wave heights on the night of November 
10-11 reached 20.3 feet at a buoy 45 miles west of 
Holland, MI. In northwestern Lake Huron, a gust 
to 95 mph was reported on Mackinac Island, MI. 
Meanwhile, November 8-10 snowfall totaled 13.4 
inches in Sioux Falls, SD and 10.9 inches in 
Bismarck, ND. Month-to-date snowfall in Rapid 
City, SD reached 21.3 inches, second only to a 33.6- 
inch November total in 1985. In the storm’s wake, 
temperatures dipped to the freezing mark (32°F) on 
Wednesday as far south as Lubbock, TX and 
Carlsbad, NM. A day later, Williston, ND recorded 
-6°F. 


In southeastern Texas, November 12-14 rainfall in 
Victoria totaled 8.44 inches, boosting their monthly 
total to a November-record 9.98 inches. Their 
previous November record had been 8.68 inches in 
1982. Monthly rainfall reached 9.94 inches in 
Houston, TX, aided by a 4.68-inch total on 
Thursday. Widespread lowland flooding affected the 
region, especially in areas recovering from the 
October deluge. For example, the San Bernard 
River at Boling, TX surged to 18.5 feet above flood 
stage (and was still slowly rising) on Monday, 
November 16, but remained about 6.2 feet below the 
October 21 record. Meanwhile in the Pacific 
Northwest, weekly rainfall totaled 10.88 inches 
along the coast in Quillayute, WA. Lighter amounts 
fell in winter wheat areas of the Northwest, 
improving soil moisture. 
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November Record-Low Barometric Pressure (Inches) 





Location 


Pressure/Date 


1 
Former Record/Date 





Omaha, NE 


28.86 on Nov. 10 


not available 





Sioux Falls, SD 


28.88 on Nov. 10 


29.03 in 1961 





Lincoln, NE 


28.98 on Nov. 10 





29.01 in 1961 





All-Time Record-Low Barometric Pressure (Inches) 





Location 


Pressure/Date 


Former Record/Date 





Duluth, MN 


28.48 on Nov. 10 


28.55 on Jan. 11, 1975 





Minneapolis, MN 


28.55 on Nov. 10 


28.62 on Jan. 10, 1975 








State Record-Low Barometric Pressure (Inches) 





Location 


Pressure/Date 


Former Record/Date 





Minnesota (Austin and 
Albert Lea) 


28.43 on Nov. 10 


28.55 on Jan. 11, 1975 
(Duluth) 





Iowa (Spencer and 
Estherville) 


28.54 on Nov. 10 


28.66 on Mar. 26, 1950 
(Sioux City) 








Selected Peak Wind Gusts (m.p.h.) 





Location 


Peak Gust 


Date/Time 





LaCrosse, WI 


93 


Nov. 10 at 2:20 p.m. 





Oelwein, IA 


70 


Nov. 10 at 12:57 p.m. 





Waterloo, IA 


68 


Nov. 10 at 10:23 a.m. 





Ord, NE 


67 


Nov. 10 at 10:41 a.m. 





Muskegon, MI 


67 


Nov. 10 at 10:27 p.m. 





Grand Rapids, MI 


66 


Nov. 10 at 7:21 p.m. 





Omaha (Valley), NE 


66 


Nov. 10 at 11:10 a.m. 





Springfield, IL 


63 


Nov. 10 at 4:40 a.m. 





Lincoln, IL 


62 


Nov. 10 at 5:14 a.m. 





Milton (Blue Hill 
Observatory), MA 


62 


Nov. 11 at 7:00 a.m. 





Chicago (Midway), IL 


61 


Nov. 10 at 4:28 p.m. 





Winona, MN 


60 


Nov. 10 at 1:30 p.m. 





Windsor Locks, CT 


54 


Nov. 11 at 7:40 a.m. 








Providence, RI 


52 





Nov. 11 at 8:26 a.m. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





November 9 - 15, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


A strong low pressure system delivered heavy 
snowfall in the northern Plains and large 
accumulations of rain in parts of the southern 
Plains, Mississippi Delta, and Southeast. In the 
Southeast, the rain was welcomed, as some 
areas of the southern Piedmont had been very 
dry. The northern half of the storm brought 
lighter, more widespread rain to the 
Corn Belt, but also packed damaging winds. 


Additional late-week rains caused severe 
flooding in parts of eastern Texas. Another 
strong storm delivered heavy rain along the 
coast of the Pacific Northwest. Snow, up to 1 
foot deep in some places, protected the winter 
wheat in the northern Great Plains and northern 
Rocky Mountains from a blast of cold arctic air. 
Cool, dry weather aided harvest efforts in the 
Southwest. 





Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 93 percent 
complete, slightly behind the 94 percent average for this 
date. Wheat had emerged on 83 percent of the acreage, 
2 percentage points behind the 5-year average. Cold 
weather and snow, heavy in some places, put an end to 
planting in the northern Great Plains. However, planting 
remained brisk in the lower Missouri Valley, Mississippi 
Delta, parts of the Southeast, and in California. Virtually 
all of the crop had emerged in the central and northern 
Great Plains before the winter storm pushed through. In 
the northern Rocky Mountains, a small percentage of the 
crop had not emerged prior to the winter storm. 
Seasonable temperatures aided emergence in the 
southern Corn Belt, Mississippi Delta, Southeast, and 
parts of the Pacific Northwest. 


Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest advanced 4 percentage 
points, to 94 percent complete, and remained 1 week 
ahead of the normal pace. Harvest activity remained 
brisk in Michigan and Pennsylvania. Elsewhere around 
the Corn Belt, farmers were storing their combines, as 
the harvest season neared the end. In most States, the 
harvest was ending more than 1 week ahead of normal, 
but in Colorado and South Dakota, harvest progress was 
several days behind normal. 


Soybeans: The harvest pace continued to decline, 
progressing just 2 percentage points, to 96 percent 


complete. In most areas of the Corn Belt and Mississippi 
Delta, the harvest was virtually complete. The harvest 
pace was still very brisk in the Southeast, where progress 
was more than 1 week ahead of the 5-year average. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton harvest progressed to 80 
percent complete, up from 75 percent the previous week. 
Normally, 77 percent of the crop would be harvested by 
this date. Dry weather aided harvest in California, but 
progress remained far behind the normal pace. The 
harvest also lagged in Arizona and New Mexico, despite 
good progress. In the Southeast, the harvest continued at 
a steady pace, while growers in the Mississippi Delta 
were virtually finished. 


Other crops: Sorghum harvested advanced to 91 
percent complete, slightly behind the 92 percent average. 
Dry weather permitted Illinois farmers to nearly finish 
harvesting the remainder of their crop. New Mexico 
farmers also made rapid progress, but remained slightly 
behind normal. Progress also lagged slightly in most 
areas of the Great Plains. Ninety-two percent of the 
peanuts were harvested, ahead of the normal pace of 89 
percent. Growers in Oklahoma made good progress, but 
remained well behind the 5-year average. In the 
Southeast, the harvest was nearly finished, including 
Florida, where less than half of the peanut crop would 
normally be harvested by this date. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending November 15, 1998 


Winter Wheat Percent Planted Soybeans Percent Harvested Cotton Percent Harvested 
Nov 15 Prev Prev 5Yr Novi5 Prev Prev = &Yr Nov15 Prev Prev = 5-Yr 
1998 Week Year 1998 Week Year 1998 Week Year 


74 
71 


These 14 States harvested 98% of 
last cotton 





Sorghum Percent Harvested 





These 19 States planted 91% of These 19 States harvested 93% of Novi5 Prev Prev $Yr 
last winter wheat last 1998 Week Yeer Avg 





AR 100 100 99 100 














Winter Wheat Percent Emerged Corn Percent Harvested a = 61 “ = 








Nov 15 Prev Prev &Yr Nov 15> > Prev Prev 5-Yr KS 95 88 94 





“9998 Week Year = Avg 1996 Week Year Avg LA 100 100 100 








AR 72 50 64 co 83 78 90 89 100 100 100 








CA 15 14 GA 100 100 100 MO 92 
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ID 92 IA 92 OK 71 








IL KS 97 SD 95 
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KS MI ALL 91 88 








95 
MI 97 MN These 12 States harvested 99% of 
MO 70 MO last year's sorghum acreage. 























MT 93 NE 

NE 100 NC 100 
NC 50 OH 85 
OH 100 PA 70 P - Poor 

OK 85 SD 78 97 . 

OR 89 ™ 100 100 100 100 F - Fair 

sD 100 wi 91 86 68 _—78 G - Good 

™ 79 Las SOR. SO EIS EX - Excellent 
WA 99 These 17 States harvested 92% of *. . 

ALL 88 89 last year's corn acreage. Revised 
These 19 States planted 91% of 


last year's winter wheat acreage. (Continued on Back Cover) 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important 
on a national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical 
Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS 
Home Page on the World Wide Web at hitp://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at hitp://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 5% very short, 31% short, 57% adequate, 7% 
surplus. Rainfall across most of the State helped small 
grains, prepared pastures for winter grazing. Harvest of 
remaining field crops was postponed in some areas. Cotton 
harvested 93%, 74% 1997, 81% avg. Soybeans harvested 
87%, 71% 1997, 69% avg. Peanuts dug 99%, 100% 1997, 
100% avg.; combined 95%, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Wheat 
planted 53%, 55% 1994, 59% avg. Livestock 4% very poor, 
12%, poor, 57% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is progressing at a normal pace, 
but the harvest is still 1 week behind 1997 and the average. 
Alfalfa harvest activity 61% not being harvested, 12% light, 
23% moderate, 4% active. Alfalfa was mixed, with some 
areas improving, while others declined. Condition 2% poor, 
10% fair, 82% good, 6% excellent. Sheeping off increased 
slightly. Small grains are being planted in the areas where 
cotton harvest is furthest along. As of November 15, 15% of 
the durum wheat, 9% of other wheat, 13% of the barley, 8% 
of the other small grains had been planted. Other farmers 
preparing for small grain planting. Range, pasture feed 7% 
poor, 32% fair, 47% good, 14% excellent. Central area 
growers harvested bok choy, broccoli, cabbage, green 
onions, mixed greens, spinach, light volume of cilantro, 
dandelion, dill, endive, escarole, kale, napa, swiss chard. 
Eastern producers shipped apples, chile peppers, lettuce. 
Western producers shipped broccoli, cantaloupes, 
honeydews, head lettuce, leaf lettuce, romaine lettuce, 
mixed greens, spinach. Western, central citrus groves 
harvested lemons, navel oranges last week. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 
8% short, 80% adequate, 12% surplus. Cold front brought 
rain, cooler weather to State early in the week. Rain was 
confined to the southern half of the State late in the week, 
with cloudy to mostly cloudy skies statewide. Temperatures 
varied depending on where the sun could break through. 
Main farming activities included harvesting cotton, soybeans, 
planting wheat. Both the cotton, soybean harvest 
progressed ahead of the 5-year average due largely to hot, 
dry conditions that prevailed during the crop’s early 
development stages. Other farm activities included weed 
control in wheat, land preparationactivities for next season, 
Cutting cotton stalks, soil sampling, maintenance activities 

on equipment. Cattle producers continued to market 
Calves, cull cows from their herds. Some producers were 
feeding hay due to lack of adequate pastures. Cattle were 
given vaccinations, were reported in good condition 
statewide. Oats 3% fair, 89% good, 8% excellent. Alfalfa 
1% very poor, 27% poor, 53% fair, 19% good. Other hay 6% 
very poor, 15% poor, 42% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent. 





Range, pasture feed 6% very poor, 23% poor, 34% fair, 
34% good, 3% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities were slowed for several days 
by rain in most areas. Seeding of small grains, winter 
forage crops, new alfalfa was ongoing where conditions 
permitted. Most of the earlier seeded wheat, barley fields 
showed good emergence, growth. Rice harvest was 
virtually complete in the San Joaquin Valley; Sacramento 
Valley harvest was finished. Cotton harvest, defoliation were 
delayed by wet soils, rain in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Harvested fields were immediately plowed down for pink 
bollworm control. Rain, cool, cloudy conditions were 
Causing some damage to lint quality as the cotton remained 
damp. Black eye beans, grain sorghum, sugar beets, corn 
for grain, silage were harvested. Some fields of windrowed 
black eye beans began to show mold damage from the rain 
in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa fields were 
treated aerially for weeds. Green chopping of alfalfa gained 
momentum, while the alfalfa hay harvest was on the final 
cutting in most areas. Growers of almonds, walnuts, 
prunes, stone fruits were active, with post harvest irrigating, 
fertilizing, pruning activities. Picking of grapes for fresh use 
in the San Joaquin Valley continued. Emperor, red globe, 
Christmas rose, crimson seedless were the major varieties 
being picked. The raisin grape harvest has concluded. 
Harvest of grapes for wine was almost finished. Fuji, 
Granny Smith apple picking was still active. Fig, olive, 
persimmon, kiwi fruit, pomegranate harvests continued. 
Harvests of walnuts, almonds were completed. A few 
pistachio orchards were still being harvested. Pecan harvest 
was approaching. Valencia orange harvest was almost 
over. Picking of new crop navel oranges began, but at a 
slow pace due to rainy weather. Navel oranges sizes 
appear to be smaller than normal. Satsuma harvest 
continued. Lemon sizes were small, picking has been 
limited. Lettuce harvesting continued in the San Joaquin 
Valley, central coast areas. Fall cantaloupes, honeydew 
melons were still being harvested in the Imperial Valley. 
Only a few late bell pepper fields remained to be harvested. 
Harvests of most summer vegetables came to a close. 
Additional vegetable crops harvested included fresh, 
processing onions, eggplant, turnips, cucumbers, green 
beans, squash, radishes, parsley, sweet potatoes, beets. 
Harvests of fall broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, spinach 
crops continued in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Garlic, 
Carrot, onion, potato fields were planted in central, southern 
counties. Stocker cattle were moved onto winter pastures 
in northern areas where grass conditions were improving 
after recent rains. Ranchers in the central part of the State 
were awaiting new grass growth before moving cattle to 
winter pastures. Consequently, few stocker cattle have 
been turned out, most stock cows continued to be 
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supplemented. Sheep were grazing alfalfa, bean fields in 
the central area. Fall lambing continued, calving was 
winding down. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil 
moisture 7% short, 87% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 4% very short, 22% short, 71% adequate 3% 
surplus. State wide snow early in the week. Improved 
weather late in the period, with record or record high temps 
in several areas. Corn, sorghum, sugar beet harvests 
advanced slowly due to wet field conditions. Pasture, range 
feed in mostly good to fair condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 
moisture 13% ,very short, 47% short, 40% adequate. 
Subsoil moisturp 2% very short, 44% short, 54% adequate. 
Wheat 30% fair, 68% good, 2% excellent; 80% planted, 71% 
1997, 81% avg. Soybeans 75% harvested, 40% 1997, 57% 
avg. Sorghum 75% harvested, 39% 1997, 65% avg. Alfalfa 
hay 80% 5th cutting, 79% 1997, 68% avg. Hay supplies 
13% short and 87% adequate. Pasture feed 6% poor, 33% 
fair, 61% good. Activities: Wheat seeding continued, little bit 
of corn harvesting left, soybean, sorghum harvesting 
continued. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture throughout Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula short to adequate, some areas very 
short. Southern Peninsula moisture adequate to surplus. 
Haying winding down. Cotton harvest active. Peanut harvest 
winding down. Sugarcane harvest, planting active after 
delay from wet fields. Ninety-nine percent peanut acreage 
for nuts harvested. Sunny skies, mild temperatures, very 
little rain this week helped vegetables recover from rain, 
winds from Tropical Storm Mitch previous week. Major 
crops shipped during week included snap beans, sweet 
corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, peppers, pickles, squash, 
tomatoes, watermelons. Mild November week in citrus belt. 
Temperatures in 80's degrees F, with very little rain, little 
new growth, growers irrigating, packers running early 
oranges, early tangerines, grapefruit, K-Earlys, tangelos. 
Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, herbiciding. 
Pasture feed poor 10%, fair 55%, good 35%. Cattle 
condition: poor 5%, fair 45%, good 50%. North; insufficient 
soil moisture to establish cool season forages. Already 
emerged winter forage seriously drought stressed. However, 
planting of winter forage, central counties, delayed by wet 
soil conditions. Already planted forage slow emerging. 
West Central; pastures fair condition, grass still green. 
Southwest; surplus soil moisture, some low-lying pasture 
had standing water. State-wide, cattle, calves poor to good 
condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 
20% very short, 45% short, 32% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Cotton 9% very poor, 26% poor, 45% fair, 18% good, 2% 
excellent. Rye 83% planted, 83% 1997, 86% avg. Sorghum 
92% harvested for grain, 77% 1997, 88% avg. Soybeans 
20% very poor, 25% poor, 38% fair, 15% good, 2% 
excellent. Other small grains 72% planted, 69% 1997, 68% 
avg. Onions 29% fair, 71% good; 21% transplanted, 17% 





1997, 17% avg. Apples 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 97% 
avg. Pecans 13% very poor, 31% poor, 42% fair, 13% good, 
1% excellent; 56% harvested, 43% 1997, 46% avg. Pasture 
feed 12% very poor, 30% poor, 39% fair, 19% good. 
Scattered showers slowed field activities in some areas of 
the State. Harvesting of most field crops continued at a 
good pace. Parts of the State remained extremely dry, need 
of rain. Rye, small grain planting made good progress. 
Pecan harvest over a week ahead of 1997 and average; 
however, yield, quality of the crop was below producers 
expectations. Many cattlemen were still feeding hay, 
supplements to cattle. Other activities: Harvesting cotton, 
peanuts, sorghum, soybeans, over seeding pasture, general 
maintenance to farm equipment. 





HAWAII: Cloudy skies, frequent showers late in the week 
were fair for agriculture. Farming hampered in western half 
of the State due to rainy weather. Previously parched areas 
in the eastern half of the State welcomed the rains. Banana 
supplies heavy, steady. Papaya harvesting steady; meeting 
market demand. Head cabbage production steady, good 
quality. Sweet corn harvesting expected to increase as 
Thanksgiving approaches. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 
1% surplus, 74% adequate, 25% short. Temperatures in 
northern, south-central areas remain above normal. 
Precipitation totals for most of the State remain below 
normal. Apples harvested 96%, 1997 100%, 99% avg. 
Corn harvested for grain 65%, 1997 79%, 72% avg. Sugar 
beets harvested 99%, 1997 99%, 97 avg. Activities: Fall 
ground preparation, wrapping up fall harvest, caring for 
livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 
moisture 3% short, 78% adequate, 19% surplus. Rain last 
week prevented farmers from finishing harvest. Strong 
winds damaged some remaining corn in the northern part of 
the State. Other activities for the week included hauling 
grain, storing equipment. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 
moisture 4% very short, 13% short, 77% adequate, 6% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 6% very short, 24% short, 64% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Dry weather most of the week 
enabled farmers to virtually complete soybean harvest, 
make good progress on corn harvest. Winter wheat crop 
looks very good, taking advantage of mild temperatures, 
adequate soil moisture. Mild weather has also resulted in 
very few problems with livestock. Activities: Harvesting corn, 
soybeans, seeding winter wheat, fall tillage, applying 
manure, fertilizer and lime, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Topsoil moisture 
3% short, 65% adequate, 32% surplus. Subsoil moisture 9% 
short, 74% adequate, 17% surplus. Rain, snow, high winds 
were hard on unharvested corn, with some fields flattened. 
Storm, winds caused considerable lodging, ear 
droppage. Fall tillage, fertilizer applications were major 
activities until halted by the storm. Corn acreage harvested 





12 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


November 17, 1998 





95%, 95% 1997, 94% avg. Corn lodging 24% none, 30% 
light, 26% moderate, 20% heavy; corn ear droppage 27% 
none, 40% light, 28% moderate, 5% heavy. Soybean 
acreage harvested 99%, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Winter wheat 
planted 95%, 93% 1997, 99% avg. Completion of 1999 
row-crop fall tillage 44%, 47% 1997, 39% avg.; fall fertilizer 
applied 38%, 45% 1997, 34% avg. Grain movement 23% 
none, 42% light, 31% moderate, 4% heavy. Off-farm grain 
storage availability 37% short, 61% adequate, 2% surplus. 
On-farm storage 35% short, 62% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Wet weather, mud caused some livestock problems, 
remain in mostly good condition. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.2. Topsoil 
moisture 2% short, 56% adequate, 42% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 3% short, 77% adequate, 20% surplus. Fieldwork 
slow to resume due to wet conditions that persist across the 
State. Sunflowers harvested 95%, 87% 1997. Pasture feed 
1% very poor, 8% poor, 33% fair, 53% good, 5% excellent. 
Stock water supplies 2% short, 84% adequate, 14% 
surplus. Producers weaning calves, shipping calves to 
backgrounding yards, moving cattle to crop residue. Calves 
experiencing health problems, limited weight gains due to 
change in weather, muddy conditions. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. 
Topsoil moisture 5% very short, 37% short, 55% adequate, 
3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 11% very short, 50% short, 
38% adequate, 1% surplus. Above-normal temperatures, 
significant precipitation statewide. Corn, soybean harvests 
nearing completion. Stripping tobacco continues to be the 
main activity; 1% very poor, 11% poor, 41% fair, 39% good, 
8% excellent. Pastures feed 8% very poor, 23% poor, 42% 
fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Winter wheat 95% seeded, 
92% 1997, 91% avg.; 4% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 8% 
excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 
1% very short, 12% short, 59% adequate, 28% surplus. 
Cotton harvest progressed. Reports of yields, tonnage vary. 
Hay 97% final cutting, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Some 
cattlemen are grazing hay fields instead of cutting. Pecans 
7% very poor, 15% poor, 43% fair, 31% good, 4% excellent; 
54% harvested, 45% 1997, 42% avg. Sugarcane 1% very 
poor, 9% poor, 20% fair, 50% good, 20% excellent; 36% 
harvested, 38% 1997, 45% avg. Sweet potatoes 97% 
harvested, 90% 1997, 91% avg. Wheat 80% planted, 66% 
1997, 64% avg.; 60% emerged, 38% 1997, 42% avg. 
Livestock 2% very poor, 7% poor, 41% fair, 46% good, 4% 
excellent. Vegetables 5% very poor, 18% poor, 40% fair, 
34% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 17% 
poor, 48% fair, 28% good, 3% excellent. Pastures 
responding well to warm daytime temperatures, added 
moisture. 





MARYLAND: Days Suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 
moisture 21% very short, 63% short, 16% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 34% very short, 55% short, 11% adequate. 
Rye 1% very poor, 11% poor, 36% fair, 51% good, 1% 
excellent; 93% planted, 90% 1997, 91% avg. Wheat 2% 





very poor, 14% poor, 37% fair, 46% good, 1% excellent; 
94% planted, 80% 1997, 87% avg. Field corn 93% 
combined, 85% 1997, 91% avg. Soybeans 86% harvested, 
66% 1997, 72% avg. Sorghum 95% harvested, 63% 1997, 
71% avg. Tobacco 28% stripped, 19% 1997, 19% avg. 
Pasture feed 16% very poor, 33% poor, 27% fair, 23% good, 
1% excellent. Alfalfa hay 82% 5th cutting, 72% 1997, 72% 
avg. Hay 5% very short, 32% short, 57% adequate, 6% 
surplus. Activities: Rye, wheat seeding coming to close, 
corn harvesting nearing completion, soybean harvesting 
continued, as well as tobacco stripping. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 5% very short, 19% short, 74% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 22% very short, 32% short, 45% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Hay 4th cutting 94%, 96% 1997, 
97% avg. Strong wind, rain swept through State 10th with 
strong winds continuing into 11th morning. Storm caused 
power outages in many areas along with damage to 
buildings, equipment, pine trees. Most areas received 
between 1 and 2 inches of rain, although southeast received 
less than 1 inch. Some areas where the high winds lodged 
remaining corn made harvest difficult, increased field losses. 
Rain did green up the winter wheat, softened the soils, 
allowing fall tillage in areas that had been too dry. 





MINNESOTA: § Strong storm moved through the State early 
last week. Significant snowfall, with some blizzard-like 
conditions, occurred mostly in southern, western areas of 
the State. Other areas of the State received additional 
rainfall. Strong winds were also associated with the storm. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Soil moisture 
4% very short, 22% short, 60% adequate, 14% surplus. 
Cotton 100% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg. Soybeans 
99% harvested, 90% 1997, 89% avg. Sweet potatoes 98% 
harvested, 92% 1997, 97% avg. Wheat 95% planted, 81% 
1997, 86% avg.; 71% emerged, 71% 1997, 74% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 7% poor, 56% fair, 33% good, 3% excellent. 
Cattle 4% very poor, 8% poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 9% 
excellent. Hay supply 23% short, 74% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Feed grain 16% short, 82% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Activities: Needed rains were beneficial to the wheat crop, 
winter pastures. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Topsoil 
moisture 1% short, 61% adequate, 38% surplus. Wettest 
area is the northern third of the State, west-central with 50% 
or more surplus, while south-central at 19% short. Ground 
intended for next year’s spring crops that has been worked 
at least once (excluding no-till) 36%, 39% 1997, 33% avg. 
Corn harvest in northern third of State ranged from 78% 
northeast to 91% north-central, while central third of State 
ranges from 94% west-central to 99% central, southern third 
of State has been complete for over a month. Soybean 
harvest ranges from 83% in southwest and west-central to 
95% or more north-central east-central, south-central, 
southeast districts. Sorghum harvest in northern two-thirds 
of the State ranged from 80% northeast, central districts to 
about 90% northwest, east-central, while harvest in southern 
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third of State is complete. Wheat planting most advanced 
in north-central, south-central, southeast at 95% or more 
complete, while least advanced is west-central at 64%. 
Cotton harvest is a week ahead of last year and normal. 
Weekly precipitation averaged 0.62 in. Rainfall ranged from 
0.41 in. in northwest to 1.17 in. in southeast, most remaining 
districts averaged over 0.50 in. or more. Pasture feed 4% 
poor, 28% fair, 57% good, 11% excellent. 





MONTANA: Topsoil moisture 3% very short, 32% short, 
60% adequate, 5% excellent. Subsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 48% short, 46% adequate, 2% excellent. Not much 
precipitation over the State last week, just trace amounts. 
Temperatures over much of the State last week were in the 
30's to low 40's degrees F. Winter wheat protectiveness of 
snow cover 11% very poor, 48% poor, 29% fair, 11% good, 
1% excellent. Cattle and calves being moved from summer 
pasture 94%, 89% 1997, 90% avg. Sheep and lambs being 
moved from summer pasture 95%, 92% 1997, 93% avg. 
County agents reported moisture amounts received the last 
few weeks were helpful to the winter wheat crop. 





NEBRASKA Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Topsoil 
moisture 1% short, 77% adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 8% short, 82% adequate, 9% 
surplus. Rainfall widespread. Amounts from 0.2 in. to over 
1.5 in. northeast. Snowfall in portions of the northeast. 
Corn harvest 89%, 90% 1997, 90% avg. Soybean harvest 
96%, 97% 1997, 99% avg. Snow in portions of the 
northeast caused significant field loss in remaining 
unharvested fields. Sorghum harvest 94%, 94% 1997, 95% 
avg. Wheat 2% poor, 17% fair, 68% good, 13% excellent. 
Producer activities; recordkeeping, fencing, livestock care. 





NEVADA Temperatures averaged much below normal 
early in the week, warmed to a few degrees above normal 
by the end of the week. Precipitation was widespread, 
limited in volume. Snow fell in the northeast, High Sierra. 
Haying resumed as the weather moderated midweek. 
Harvesting of corn for grain continued. Planting of winter 
grains was virtually complete. Sod harvest continued south. 
Row crop harvests complete. Pasture and range condition 
good. Vaccinating of cattle, movement to winter range 
continued. Pregnancy testing resulting in marketing of open 
cows, heifers. Main farm, ranch activities: Moving, 
vaccinating, testing cattle, haying, corn harvest, equipment 
maintenance. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 3% short, 86% adequate, 10% 
surplus. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Amount of 
feed requirements pastures are supplying ranges from 
below average to average. Irrigation water supply is short to 
adequate. Farmers are planting cover crops (wheat, rye). 
Some farmers in southern area are having to irrigate fall 
crops due to the lack of rain. Harvesting of fall items (beets, 
cabbage, endive, escarole, Boston, Romaine lettuce, leeks, 
herbs, radishes, parsley, spinach, turnips, winter squash) 





occurring. Harvesting of soybeans is winding down, with the 
harvesting of corn for grain nearly complete. Some farmers 
reported a scant 4th, Sth cuttings of alfalfa hay. Pasture 
feed fair to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 
moisture 10% very short, 25% short, 64% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Temperatures returning to close to normal across 
the State. Harvest continued to move slowly as two storm 
fronts brought precipitation into the State. Northern, western 
counties were the hardest hit, with higher elevations 
receiving their first snowfall of the season. Red chile harvest 
50% complete, 67% 1997; 2% poor, 35% fair, 56% good, 
7% excellent. Corn harvest continued, 98% grain, 99% 
1997; 5% poor, 5% fair, 70% good, 20% excellent. Cotton 
remained well behind average, with only 43% of the crop 
harvested, 68% 1997, 66% avg. Lettuce 18% fair, 64% 
good, 18% excellent; 78% of the crop harvested. Onion 
planting was winding down, with condition at 11% fair, 78% 
good, 11% excellent. Pecans remained unchanged in 
mostly good condition. Cattle, sheep stayed in fair to good 
condition. 





NEW YORK: Grain corn harvest continued. Potato, apple, 
onion growers grading, packing, selling crops. Cider, wine 
making continued. Machinery repair, maintenance, storage 
major activities. Winter meetings, trade shows being 
attended. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Soil 
moisture remains short to very short most areas, for the 
State 19% very short, 34% short, 47% adequate. 
Precipitation was below normal, temperature was above 
normal for the past week. Continued progress was made 
harvesting cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes, which are well 
above the 5- year average. Pasture conditions, particularly 
in the western portions of the State, continue to deteriorate. 
Activities for the week included: Harvesting cotton, peanuts, 
sweet potatoes, soybeans, sorghum; planting small grains; 
tending livestock, cutting, shipping Christmas trees. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Harvest was nearly completed 
statewide. Few acres of corn, sunflowers, soybeans, 
remained to be harvested, mainly in the southeastern part 
of the State. Field activity slowed down due to several 
inches of snow on the ground, frozen soils. Fall tillage, 
fertilizer applications were near completion in most parts of 
the State. Most ranchers have moved cattle in from the 
pastures, herds have begun to receive supplemental feed. 
Ranchers report an adequate amount of hay. Low cattle 
prices along with cheap feed have prompted many ranchers 
to hold on to calves. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 
14% short, 83% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn harvested for 
grain 92%, 70% 1997, 78% avg. Tobacco 36% stripped, 
17% 1997. Winter wheat 1% poor, 17% fair, 59% good, 
23% excellent. Virtually all of the winter wheat is emerged, 
soybean harvest is complete except for double crop 
soybeans. Scattered showers and heavy winds were 
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evident throughout the State. Producers in the central to 
northern half of the State report high winds caused lodging, 
breaking of corn stalks. Farmers have been busy with the 
corn, double-crop soybean harvest; fall tillage; tiling; 
spreading manure, fertilizer, lime, potash; winterizing 
equipment; mowing idle land; harvesting Christmas trees; 
selling timber; cutting firewood; baling corn fodder; weaning 
calves, moving cattle; grading drives, lanes; pruning trees; 
stripping tobacco. Asian lady beetles are still lingering from 
their unusually high population this fall. Deer, raccoon, 
turkeys are the only pests causing any notable damage. 
Pasture conditions are fair to adequate for this time of year, 
many producers have been feeding hay for quite some time. 
One reporter mentioned a case of pinkeye in cattle, 
otherwise reporters comment on very good livestock 
conditions. 





OKLAHOMA: __sDays Suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 5% short, 76% adequate, 18% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very short, 7% short, 77% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Early-week showers, mostly mild 
temperatures encouraged wheat development. Light freeze 
11th, northern third, affected forage growth. Oats 87% 
planted, 85% 1997, 80 avg.; 73% up-to-stand, 67% 1997, 
63% avg. Soybeans 78% harvested, 67% 1997, 78% avg. 
Peanuts 74% combined, 90% 1997, 85% avg. Alfalfa hay 
2% very poor, 10% poor, 35% fair, 52% good, 1% excellent; 
89% 4th cutting, 99% 1997, 100% avg.; 33% 5th cutting, 
75% 1997, 82% avg. Other hay 73% 2nd cutting, 91% 
1997, 98% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 
65% good, 2% excellent. Pasture feed, range 4% very poor, 
18% poor, 35% fair, 42% good, 1% excellent. Cattle 
marketings average. 





OREGON: Activities: Sugar beet harvest winding down. 
Sales, movement of containers, balled, burlapped plant 
material continued. Live Christmas tree balling continued. 
Fall vegetable harvest in western area winding down. 
Livestock condition mostly good. Pregnancy checking, 
vaccinating, weaning underway, market cattle being 
shipped. Some low-land pastures soggy. 





PENNSYLVANIA Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Soil 
moisture 26% very short, 46% short, 27% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 100% harvested, 98% 
1997, 99% avg. Soybeans harvested 85% complete, 74% 
1997, 76% avg. Fall plowing 85% complete, 87% 1997, 
90% avg. Wheat planted 96% complete, 95% 1997, 97% 
avg.; emerged 87% complete, 79% 1997. Barley planted 
100% complete, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; emerged 95% 
complete, 92% 1997. Alfalfa 4th cutting 97% complete, 
90% 1997, 88% avg. Quality of hay made 13% very poor, 
8% poor, 45% fair, 31% good, 3% excellent. Apple harvest 
100% complete, 97% 1997, 98% avg. Activities: Fall 
plowing; harvesting corn, soybeans, cold weather cabbage; 
seeding wheat, cover crops; filling silos; machinery 
maintenance; fixing fences; hauling, spreading manure; 
spreading lime, fertilizer; caring for livestock. 








SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil 
moisture 32% very short, 47% short, 19% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Barley 98% planted, 98% 1997, 76% avg.; 71% 
emerged, 92% 1997, 68% avg.; 90% fair, 10% good. 
Livestock 3% poor, 34% fair, 61% good, 2% excellent. Oats 
78% planted, 83% 1997, 78% avg.; 61% emerged, 67% 
1997, 65% avg.; 14% poor, 64% fair, 22% good. Pasture 
feed 9% very poor, 21% poor, 42% fair, 28% good. Peanuts 
98% harvested, 96% 1997, 96% avg. Pecans 53% 
harvested, 59% 1997, 45% avg.; 7% poor, 72% fair, 20% 
good, 1% excellent. Rye 77% planted, 86% 1997, 75% 
avg.; 60% emerged, 72% 1997, 62% avg.; 22% poor, 50% 
fair, 28% good. Sorghum 97% harvested, 97% 1997. 
Sweet potatoes 100% harvested, 98% 1997, 77% avg. 
Winter grazings 89% planted, 93% 1997, 87% avg.; 70% 
emerged, 81% 1997, 76% avg.; 14% very poor, 24% poor, 
34% fair, 28% good. Winter wheat 40% planted, 43% 1997, 
37% avg.; 28% emerged, 33% 1997, 23% avg.; 12% poor, 
64% fair, 24% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.7. Topsoil 
moisture 54% adequate, 46% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% 
short, 66% adequate, 33% surplus. Harvest was halted all 
over the State by a winter storm, with blizzard conditions last 
week. Sunflower 92% harvested, 100% 1997, 96% avg. 
Winter rye 1% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 21% excellent. 
Winter wheat, winter rye are in good condition, with the 
recent snowfall serving as insulation against the cold 
temperatures. Livestock remain in good to excellent 
condition. Livestock 1% poor, 13% fair, 64% good, 22% 
excellent. Stock water supplies 2% short, 73% adequate, 
25% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 
moisture 10% very short, 26% short, 64% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 14% very short, 29% short, 55% adequate, 
2% surplus. Burley 67% stripped, 56% 1997, 62% avg. 
Winter wheat 91% seeded, 80% 1997, 80% avg. Winter 
wheat 61% emerged; 1% very poor, 7% poor, 29% fair, 51% 
good, 12% excellent. Beneficial rainfall throughout the State 
promoted growth of fall forage crops, winter wheat. Burley 
tobacco producers also greeted the rainfall, as the burley 
crop continued to come into order. By week’s end stripping 
was approximately 5 days ahead of the 5-year average. In 
addition, tobacco markets started to receive tobacco and 
sales start November 23, stop December 17. 





TEXAS: Open conditions returned during the week 
allowing some drying to occur; however, in the late week, 
more rain arrived. Fieldwork moved ahead slowly some 
areas. Colder weather reported most areas with High Plains 
recording first freeze of year. Supplemental feeding activity 
continued under wet, sloppy conditions many areas. 
Ranges, pastures made good growth with rains. 

Crops: Small Grains: Wheat, oat fields responded well to 
rain all areas of State. Standing water caused yellowing in 
some fields. Still many fields for grain left to be planted, 
late-week rains caused further delays. Stockers moved 
onto fields some areas. Cotton: Harvest resumed in Plains, 
moved ahead until late-week showers again delayed 
progress. High winds, rain, isolated hail caused decline in 
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quality most fields. Grain Sorghum: The light freeze in High 
Plains helped to end growth in remaining fields, harvest 
should increase as fields dry. Harvest resumed part of 
week. Peanuts: Harvest resumed Plains, North Central but 
progress slow. Damage reported in recent dug fields due to 
freeze. Harvest slowly winding down South Central under 
wet conditions. Soybeans: Harvest completed some fields 
in Plains; however, progress slow due wet fields. 

Commercial Vegetables: Grande Valley, many fields 
remained too wet for much planting activity. San Antonio- 
Winter Garden, activity minimal due wet fields. East, 
isolated heavy rains caused additional damage to sweet 
potato fields. Trans Pecos, wet conditions kept fieldwork to 
minimum. Pecans: Harvest slowly increased until late week. 
Quality, quantity remained low some areas. 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures continued to 
improve, with late-week rains; however, open conditions 
needed in most areas. Good runoff rain Central, Hill 
Country allowed stock tanks to fill up. Small grains 
providing grazing some High Plains fields. Livestock 
conditions remained good. Producers still liquidating cattle 
some areas. 








UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Topsoil moisture 
86% adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% short, 
98% adequate. Farmers are nearing the end of harvest 
season. 





VIRGINIA: No data available. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 
moisture 4% very short, 40% short, 45% adequate, 11% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 13% very short, 44% short, 42% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Precipitation received benefited the 
new wheat crop in eastern areas, many areas remained dry. 
Buckwheat, sugar beet harvest continued. Corn for grain 
75% harvested, 63% 1997, 62% avg. Hay, other roughage 
supplies, 5% short, 80% adequate, 15% surplus. Heavy rain 
in western areas caused some flooding, delayed Christmas 
tree harvest. Fruit, berry harvest was completed. 








WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 
moisture 20% very short, 50% short, 29% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Dry weather continues to plague some areas of 
the State. Many ponds, wells have dried up forcing livestock 
producers to carry water. Inadequate moisture supply has 
also lessened pasture condition. Corn and soybean 
harvest and winter wheat planting made good progress. 
Corn harvested for grain 90%, 72% 1997, 81% avg. 
Soybeans harvested for grain 95%, 83% 1997, 78% avg. 
Wheat condition 3% poor, 80% fair, 17% good. Wheat 
planted 92%, 78% 1997, 90% avg.; emerged 80%. Cattle 
1% poor, 32% fair, 60% good, 7% excellent. Sheep 30% 
fair, 50% good, 20% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 
1% very short, 6% short, 78% adequate, 15% surplus. State 
got its first taste of winter last week with some snow, strong 
winds. However, the snow did not remain long, as the rest 
of the week was unseasonably warm. Statewide, the 
individual districts varied from 2.8 to 6.2 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Last week’s strong winds, which were in excess 
of 50 miles per hour at times, did some damage to the 
remaining corn crop. Comments from our reporters rated 
the damage from minimal to severe. Fortunately, only about 
9% of the crop was still standing in the field. Our latest 
survey of hay and roughage supplies for the winter indicate 
that most have an adequate amount or a surplus. Area with 
the greatest shortage continues to be the northern three 
districts. 





WYOMING: Wet, muddy fields continued to hamper the 
corn for grain harvest. Corn for grain harvest reached 45% 
complete, 28 points behind 1997 pace, 39 points off 
average. Last week’s cold weather should help dry out the 
corn, allow farmers to begin catching up. Ranchers 
continued to be busy working livestock. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





November 8 - 14, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably cold weather halted winter grain 
growth as far south as the Black Sea Coast. 


EUROPE: Light to moderate showers continued to delay fieldwork 
in northwestern Europe, while unseasonably cold weather in eastern 
Europe halted growth of winter grains. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: A slow start to the autumn rainy 
season continued to delay early winter grain planting in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia. 


AUSTRALIA: Widespread, locally heavy rain returned to the east, 
further threatening crop quality. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rainfall tapered off in southern rice areas, but 
unseasonable rain in central India may have adversely affected 
unharvested cotton. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Planting of corn and other summer crops made 
good progress, although beneficial showers caused some local delays. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Tropical Cyclone Chip brought heavy showers 
and flooding to southern Vietnam, slowing rice harvesting. 


EASTERN ASIA: In the North China Plain, seasonably dry weather 
hampered rainfed winter wheat establishmert, while adequate 
moisture supplies existed for irrigated winter wheat. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, rain benefited 
reproductive winter wheat in the major wheat areas of southern Buenos 
Aires. Showers favored soybean planting across most of southern 
Brazil, but more rain is needed in Rio Grande do Sul. 


MEXICO: Dry weather favored corn harvesting in Mexico’s Southern 
Plateau corn belt and flood recovery efforts in Central America. 
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Light to moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) kept soils unfavorably 
wet in England, France, and Germany, causing further delays in sugar 
beet and corn harvesting and winter wheat planting. However, the wet 
weather pattern in these areas has provided abundant topsoil moisture 
for winter grain establishment. Farther south, dry weather returned to 
Spain and Portugal, following last week’s beneficial rains, favoring 
rapid winter wheat planting. Elsewhere, light showers (10-25 mm) 
favored newly planted winter grains in peninsular Italy but may have 
caused some interruptions in cotton harvesting in Greece. In eastern 
Europe, unseasonably cold weather (weekly temperatures averaging 2 
to 4 degrees C below normal) halted further vegetative growth in 
winter grains. Winter grains in Poland, the Czech Republic, and 
Slovakia began entering dormancy at typical dates. Widespread rain 
(10-25 mm) accompanied the colder weather in southern Romania, 
Bulgaria, and Serbia, slowing corn harvesting and late-season winter 
wheat planting. 
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A cold front pushed southward over the region, ushering in the coldest 
weather of the season and halting winter grain growth as far south as 
the Black Sea Coast. However, the front produced beneficial 
precipitation (9-25 mm) in previously dry areas of eastern Ukraine and 
southern Russia. Widespread snow accompanied the colder weather, 
increasing snow cover. By week’s end, a protective snow cover 
extended as far south as central Ukraine and the middle Volga Valley 
in Russia. Furthermore, moderate to heavy snow (10-32 cm) blanketed 
crop areas in central Ukraine, halting late-season harvest activities. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 3 to 6 degrees C below normal in 
Ukraine and southern Russia and 5 to 9 degrees C below normal in 
northern Russia. Extreme minimum temperatures during the week 
ranged from -15 to -22 degrees C across northern Russia. Extreme 
minimum temperatures across Ukraine and southern Russia ranged 
from -3 to -12 degrees C. The combination of a fall drought and recent 
cold have likely caused spotty emergence and limited plant 
establishment in major winter wheat-producing areas of eastern 
Ukraine and southern Russia, making crops more vulnerable to 
potential winterkill conditions. 
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A slow start to the autumn rainy season continued to delay early winter 
grain planting in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above normal in Morocco and 
western Algeria and near to slightly below normal in Tunisia. Plenty 
of time remains for planting winter grains over the region, as the bulk 
of the crop is typically planted from mid-November to mid-December. 
Planting can extend into early January without a significant loss in 
yield potential. 





SOUTH AFRICA 








Drier weather in the central and eastern corn belt promoted rapid 
planting of corn and other summer crops. Beneficial rain (10-40 mm) 
lingered over North West, increasing topsoil moisture reserves for crop 
germination and establishment. Temperatures across the corn belt 
averaged near to below normal, although the highs reached the lower 
30 degrees C in the east and the middle 30 degrees C at the western 
edge of the region. Warm, dry weather covered most crop areas of the 
coastal provinces. In Western Cape, the drier conditions favored 
unharvested wheat but additional moisture was needed in sugarcane 
areas of KwaZulu Natal. 
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SOUTH ASIA 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 





Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) lingered over coastal rice 
areas of southern India. However, rainfall totals were less than last 
week’s inundating levels, giving floodwaters a chance to recede, albeit 
slowly. Farther north, a swath of unseasonable rainfall (25-50 mm) 
across Maharashtra disrupted summer crop harvesting. The untimely 
moisture was unfavorable for mature cotton. Seasonably dry weather 
remained entrenched across the north and east, although a few isolated 
showers occurred over eastern India’s rainfed rice areas. Conditions 
were favorable for unharvested summer crops, especially rice and 
cotton in the northwest. In addition, winter grain and oilseed planting, 
which typically peaks in November, likely made exceptional progress. 
On November 16, a tropical cyclone struck India’s eastern coast with 
sustained winds of about 80 knots. Heavy rain and high winds likely 
affected unharvested rice and new seedings. 
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Tropical Storm Chip hit the south-central coast of Vietnam on 
November 13, with sustained winds of 50 knots (58 mph). Chip 
brought heavy showers (100-300 mm) and flooding to southern 
Vietnam, slowing rice harvesting. In Java, unseasonably heavy showers 
(40-110 mm) increased moisture supplies for main-season rice, but 
slowed fieldwork. In the Philippines, heavy showers (50-125 mm) 
slowed summer grain harvesting, but increased moisture supplies for 
second-season crop planting. Dry weather favored rice harvesting 
throughout Thailand. Showers (25-75 mm) maintained moisture 
supplies for oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. 
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EASTERN ASIA 





Seasonably dry weather continued to hamper rainfed winter wheat 
establishment across the North China Plain. Temperatures 2 to 6 
degrees C above normal increased crop water use for winter grains 
across the region. Moisture supplies were adequate for irrigated 
winter wheat due to normal summer rainfall. A majority of the winter 
wheat in the North China Plain is irrigated. Dry, sunny weather 
favored filling to maturing late double-crop rice in the Yangtze Valley 
and southern China. Temperatures averaged 3 to 6 degrees C above 
normal across the region. Mostly dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting across the Korean Peninsula and southern Japan. Moderate 
rain (30-80 mm) slowed rice harvesting across northern Japan 
(Hokkaido and northwestern Honshu). 
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MEXICO 


AUSTRALIA 





Warm, mostly dry weather continued to favor corn harvesting across 
the Southern Plateau corn belt. Scattered showers (10-60 mm) 
prevailed across portions of east-central Mexico (Tamaulipas, Hidalgo, 
and Queretaro), slowing summer crop harvesting. In Central America, 
drier weather (5-20 mm) favored flood recovery efforts. This is the 
last weekly summary for Mexico until the spring of 1999. Updates 
on Mexican weather will be published as warranted in the highlights 
section. Due to the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch in Central 
America, updates on weather in that region will appear in the 
highlights section for the next few months. 
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Widespread, locally heavy rain (10-50 mm or more) covered most 
eastern crop areas. In Queensland and New South Wales, the moisture 
kept mature wheat and barley unfavorably wet, impeding harvests and 
worsening the outlook for final quality. Cotton and sorghum also 
needed drier weather for normal development. Farther south, some of 
the heaviest amounts were recorded in previously dry sections of 
western Victoria and South Australia. While improving pasture 
conditions and easing long-term moisture shortages, the rainfall in the 
southeast came too late to significantly improve winter grain prospects. 
In Western Australia, scattered, mostly light showers (15 mm or less) 
favored late-developing winter grains. In New Zealand, dry weather 
dominated the main agricultural areas. 
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In central Argentina, timely rain (17-50 mm, with isolated amounts 
greater than 65 mm) greatly benefited reproductive winter wheat in 
southern Buenos Aires. This region accounts for 40 to 50 percent of 
Argentina’s wheat production. Moderate rain (60-80 mm) also 
benefited filling wheat in southern Cordoba. In southern Santa Fe, 
however, little or no rain (less than 10 mm) stressed filling wheat and 
slowed summer crop planting. According to reports as of November 
6, corn was 60 percent planted versus 67 percent last year, sunseed 
was 64 percent planted versus 59 percent last year, and soybeans were 
7 percent planted versus 13 percent last year. In southern Brazil, 
moderate showers (25-75 mm) increased soil moisture for soybean and 
corn planting throughout most areas. In Rio Grande do Sul, however, 
mostly light rain (less than 10 mm) limited soil moisture for soybean 
planting. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
November 15 - 21, 1998 


| ee precipitation and high winds across the 
Northwest, and snowy, cold weather on the northern 
Plains, were exceptions to an otherwise mild, mostly dry 
pattern across much of the Nation. Scattered showers in the 
Southeast provided beneficial moisture for recently planted 
winter wheat, while mild, dry weather in the Corn Belt, 
Southwest, and central and southern Plains favored late 
summer crop harvesting and winter wheat growth. Weekly 
temperatures ranged from 3 to 9°F above normal in a broad 
arc from the Northwestern and Rocky Mountain States 
into the Southeast, including the central and southern 
Plains. Departures topped +10°F at a few locations in 
southern Alabama and western Florida. Near-normal 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

readings prevailed in California and from the Great Lakes 
States into the Northeast. Temperatures averaged as much as 
7°F below normal, however, in the snow-covered Red River 
Valley. 


Early in the week, warmer-than-normal weather prevailed 
nearly nationwide. On Sunday in Colorado, daily records 
were tied or broken in Yuma (78°F) and Pueblo (80°F). A day 
later, Melbourne, FL recorded 85°F. Slightly cooler air 
overspread the Western and Central States after midweek, 
but warmth continued in the Southeast. Melbourne also 
netted a daily-record high (87°F) on Friday. Although 
scattered showers dampened the Southeast early in the week 
and again toward week’s end, portions of the Mid-Atlantic 
region remained extremely dry. July 1 - November 21 rainfall 
totaled 5.29 inches (33 percent of normal) in Washington, DC 
and 5.14 inches (32 percent) in Baltimore, MD. In both cities, 
July-November amounts in 1930 (4.75 inches in Washington 
and 3.29 inches in Baltimore) were the lowest on record. 


Meanwhile, flooding gradually subsided across eastern Texas. 
On Tuesday, the San Bernard River near Boling crested at 


greater than 19 feet above flood stage, but remained more than 
5 feet below the October 21 record. Farther north, snow 
overspread the northern Plains and western Great Lakes 
region at midweek. Storm-total snowfall reached 17.0 inches 
in Thief River Falls, MN and 12.9 inches in Grand Forks, 
ND. By Friday morning, post-storm lows in the Red River 
Valley dipped to -5°F in Fargo, ND and -8°F in Grand 
Forks. 


Storminess intensified across the Pacific Northwest after 
midweek. In Oregon, 120-hour (November 17-22) rainfall 
included 9.19 inches in Brookings and 4.95 inches in 
Roseburg. In the Oregon Cascades at Crater Lake, 27 
inches of snow fell in 24 hours on November 21-22, raising the 
snow depth to 49 inches. Farther south, 5.21 inches deluged 
Eureka, CA on November 20-21, breaking their 24-hour 
November record set in 1926. Crescent City, CA received 
5.68 inches during the same period. Generally minor 
flooding was reported in western Oregon and 
northwestern California. On Saturday, the Smith River 
near Hiouchi Valley, CA crested about 2.3 feet above flood 
stage. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending November 21, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 








NUMBER OF DAYS 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 


PERCENT TEMP, °F | PRECIP 





STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


GREATEST IN 


oo o 

gas pier IN. 
TOTAL, IN, 
SINCE Sep 1 


DEPARTURE 
Aoee-a2NN@ a= @ = ~ @ & @EFROM NORMAL 

Pavernar 

MINIMUM 








AL BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 

AK ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 

AZ FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 

AR FORT SMITH 
UTTLE ROCK 

CA BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 
LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 

co ALAMOSA 
CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 

cT BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 

oc WASHINGTON 

DE WILMINGTON 

FL DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 


BRz all avenace 
g 


AVERAGE 
aSes dovemecs 
S838 


TS 


Da 
S 

Vo 
=~ 
sof 


BSR2288aa 


= 
oe 


B2SSVIRBA 
6 


& 


RSALSBSSSSS 
& 


>BBakts 
EV*EBal 


ZR 


PITTI Lee 
> 


SBSKESESBLSRLSLSSLELRBERERG 


> 
N 


NONN HR HAENDENHB HA OCONANANMATAHHOCHOVNVSMBEHKASBANNGTAOCONNONEa=Nanonhoo+h = 


BSEXNEBRSBASSESKERSESLSISRESSSSRSASSIVE 
RELSRFSSRSBIVLSBRELRS®S 


WEST PALM BEACH 
GA ATHENS 

ATLANTA 

AUGUSTA 

COLUMBUS 


SSSLSSASABELSRRERKFSSSERSLASLB 
gs 


-" 


Z2RES 
BSRSBRRKKFSLBSRES 


BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
iA BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
KS CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 
TOPEKA 


RBE¥SSSXIBBSARSSSSBSBLISSINSSRESBSRKIRRVGKELVLELSE 


Bas 


PESRBBX 
2 


aRa 
BI8 





eceoooocoeceoeceoeoeoeoeoeeoeoe ooo eo oe eo eo Ooo COO eo eo oOo ooo eo Oe oO Oe eo oe ooo ooo oeoeeoeoeeoeoeooeoeo eee ee 90 AND ABOVE 
OROKHOMATDANNONATHWONONANBONHNOCOCOCSCOSCSCSCSOSOSCSCOSCCOCO#“SCNHOMMBHWHNDFCOCSCSSOSSSSSSCONNOONNNOOOS 32 AND BELOW 


SPBRENBBBRBERERELSBSRBSELHSAARAKRKFSSSESSRSLASSRVKSARBRSSERKESZNSE 


SBSBSESESARSERSEVLSLSHSESESELBSSRIARNSRER 

8 
SSSESVBSRSSEKRAZHELSRE SRS *PSSEFSAAIVPRVESUIBGAGAS 
SRBARSRSSLBSLERSLHSRSEVQFKSEVIASSRRSBSRSAABRSELATEL SSS 


SAXARLAKRLSHKSRSSSBRERS 


BXYBSaB 

































































g 
g 
: 
3 
= 





November 24, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Weather Data for the Week Ending November 21, 1998 
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CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending November 21, 1998 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION eee or ee 
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PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
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ABILENE 
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AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
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DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
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MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 


R2LBER 


0.05 
0.46 
0.04 
0.18 
0.20 
0.10 
0.16 
0.13 
4.24 
6.34 
2.74 
1.37 
0.25 
0.18 
0.24 
0.07 : 0.07 
0.38 0.31 
0.20 5: 0.02 
0.37 0.24 
0.04 : 0.03 
0.06 . 0.02 
0.00 0.17 0.00 14.45 124 
0.02 0.08 0.01 10.48 78 
0.02 0.16 0.02 6.06 216 17.19 140 37 
0.02 0.17 0.00 6.32 200 17.37 128 44 7 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Temperatures averaged above normal across 
most of the Nation, aiding development of winter 
wheat in the central Plains and parts of the Corn 
Belt and Southeast. Dry conditions also prevailed 
over much of the Nation, aiding harvest efforts 
and fall tillage operations. However, fields 
remained too muddy to resume harvest activities 
in parts of the northern Plains and upper 


Mississippi Valley following earlier storms. Cold 
air moved southward from Canada but did little 
damage to winter wheat. In the Pacific Northwest, 
rain aided wheat development but halted field 
activities along the Pacific coastline from northern 
California to Canada. Some of the rains were very 
heavy, resulting in isolated flooding and soil 
erosion. 





Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 97 percent 
complete, equal to the average for this date. Emergence 
advanced to 92 percent of the acreage, also equal to the 
5-year average. Farmers in the northern Great Plains, 
Pacific Northwest, and eastern Corn Belt had completed 
planting operations. A small percentage remained to be 
planted in the central and southem Great Plains, southern 
Corn Belt, and Mississippi Delta. Dry weather aided 
planting efforts in the Southeast and Southwest, 
especially in California, where progress jumped ahead of 
normal. Substantial acreage remained to be seeded in 
Georgia, where dry soils hindered planting operations 
until last week. Seasonable temperatures aided 
emergence and growth in the southern Corn Belt, 
Mississippi Delta, and Southeast, and parts of the Pacific 
Northwest. Cold Canadian air pushed into the northern 
Great Plains, but most fields had at least a few inches of 
snow to protect the wheat from the low temperatures. 


Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest advanced to 97 
percent complete, as progress remained ahead of the 
normal pace. In Colorado, warm, dry weather aided 
harvest efforts, as most of the remaining acreage was 
combined. Across most of the Corn Belt, the harvest 
was proceeding ahead of normal, with only a small 
percentage of the acreage remaining to be harvested. 
Michigan farmers were finishing the harvest season well 
ahead of normal due to early ripening of the crop and 
favorable harvest weather. However, inclement weather 
continued to delay harvest in South Dakota, where 
progress remained well behind the 5-year average. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton harvest progressed to 86 
percent complete, up from 80 percent the previous week 
and ahead of the 82 percent normally harvested by this 
date. Dry weather continued to aid the harvest effort in 
California, but progress remained far behind the normal 
pace. Favorable weather also aided harvest efforts in 
Arizona and New Mexico, but progress still lagged 
several days behind normal. In the southern Great Plains 
and Southeast, the harvest pace was slower, but dry 
weather favored harvest efforts of the few growers who 
still had unharvested cotton to pick. 


Other crops: Sorghum harvested advanced to 94 
percent complete, slightly behind the 95 percent average. 
Dry weather aided harvest efforts in the central and 
southern Great Plains. Colorado growers moved slightly 
ahead of normal, but progress remained slightly behind 
average in Texas and New Mexico. Muddy field 
conditions virtually halted progress in South Dakota. 
Ninety-five percent of the peanuts were harvested, | 
week ahead of the normal 92 percent pace. Growers in 
the Southeast were nearly finished with harvest activities, 
slightly behind normal except in Florida, where less than 
half of the peanut crop would normally be harvested by 
this date. Progress was less advanced in the southern 
Great Plains. In Oklahoma, where growers would 
normally be wrapping up harvest activities by now, 
progress was several days behind the average for this 
date. 








Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin November 24, 1998 








Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending November 22, 1998 





Winter Wheat Percent Planted Cotton Percent Harvested 


Nov 22 Prev. Prev. 5Yr 


Nov:22- Prev Prev 5-Y¥r 
1998 Week > Year 


1996: Week Year 


These 14 States harvested 98% of 
last cotton 


Sorghum Percent Harvested 
These 19 States planted 91% of 


last s winter wheat Se _ 


1998: Week © Year 


1 
Winter Wheat Percent Emerged 


Nov 22: : Prev Prev &Yr 
4998: = Week © Year 


72 
1 1 


11 1 


These 12 States harvested 99% of 
last 8 


Peanuts Percent Harvested 


Nov 22. Prev >. Prev 5-Yr 
1998: Week = Year 


Ww 


These 19 States planted 91% of 
last winter wheat 


These 8 States harvested 99% of 
last 


Corn Percent Harvested 


Nov 22. Prev. Prev 5-¥r 
1998 Week © Year 


These 17 States harvested 92% of 
last corn 


Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 


Prev Yr 


VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

F - Fair 

G - Good 

EX - Excellent 
*. Revised 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www. usda. gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Cotton harvested 97%, 84% 1997, 89% 
avg. Peanuts ee 100%, 100% 1997, 100% avg. 
Peanuts combined 98%, 95% 1997, 100% avg. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is hag st at a normal 
pace, but the harvest is still 1 week behind 1997 and the 
average. Alfalfa harvest activity 58% not being 
harvested, 12% light, 22% moderate, 8% active. Alfalfa 
unchanged last week. Alfalfa 2% poor, 10% fair, 82% 
ood, 6% excellent. Sheeping off increased slightly. 
mall grains are being planted in the areas where cotton 
harvest is furthest along. As of November 22, 17% of 
the durum wheat, 38% of other wheat, 18% of the barley, 
36% of the other small grains had been planted. Other 
farmers reported preparing for small — planting. 
Range, pasture feed 8% poor, 33% fair, 45% good, 14% 
excellent. Last-week central area growers shipped 
broccoli, cabbage, cantaloupes, carrots, green onions, 
head lettuce, honeydew, mixed greens, parsley, spinach, 
turnips, a light volume of beets, endive, escarole, napa, 
watermelons. Eastern producers shipped apples, chile 
lenny processed lettuce. Western producers shipped 
roccoli, cantaloupes, cauliflower, honeydews, mixed 
reens, gins A spinach, light volume of cijantro, kale. 
ettuce shipments included boston, head, leaf, romaine. 
Western citrus groves harvested fairchild tangerines, 
lemons, navel oranges last week, while central area 
groves shipped fairchild tangerines, grapefruit, lemons, 
navel oranges. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil 
moisture 13% short, 81% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Temperatures for the week were above normal, 
precipitation was well below normal. A midweek frontal 
grec brought light rainfall to the State, with a quarter 
0 half inch amounts common. Same front resulted in 
some late-week low temperatures near freezing. Main 
farming activities included harvesting cotton, soybeans, 
planting wheat. Both the cotton, soybean harvest 
estgc mc ahead of the 1997 progress level, ahead of 
he 5-year average. This is due largely to hot, dry 
conditions that prevailed during the crop’s early 
development stages. Other farm activities included 
applying herbicides to wheat, equipment clean up, 
maintenance, soil sampling, ground preparation activities 
for next spring. Cattle producers continued to market 
cattle, wean calves, cull cows from their herds. 
Producers continued to feed hay. Cattle were given 
vaccinations, treated for worms, were reported in good 
condition statewide. Oats 3% fair, 85% good, 12% 
excellent. Alfalfa 1% very poor,27% poor, 53% fair, 19% 
good. Other a 6% very poor, 15% poor, 42% fair, 36% 
om 1% excellent. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 
2% poor, 38% fair, 31% good, 4% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities gradually resumed as 
soils dried from earlier rains. Seeding of small grains, 
winter forages, new alfalfa gained momentum in most 
areas. Cool, cloudy conditions slowed the emergence, 
growth of seeded wheat, barley fields in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Rice harvest was complete in all growing areas. 
Cotton harvest progressed in the San Joaquin Valley; 
some fields were onan slowly due to the cool, foggy 
weather. Lint quality continued to deteriorate as the bolls 


remained wet. Harvested cotton fields were immediately 
plowed down for pink bollworm control. Desert area 
cotton harvest was virtually complete. Dry beans, corn 
for grain, silage were harvested where conditions 
permitted. Fall sugar beet harvest was nearing 
completion in the San Joaquin Valley. New crop sugar 
beets were growing well in most areas; some growers 
poncne mylar streamers in fields to prevent bird damage. 
mperial Valley sugarbeets were treated for aphids and 
i gies Alfalfa was sprayed aerially for weeds. 
Cool weather slowed the growth of alfalfa, sudangrass 
in the Imperial Valley. Greenchopping of alfalfa 
remained active in the San Joaquin Valley, while alfalfa 
ons harvest was a down. Growers of almonds, 
walnuts, prunes, stone fruits were fertilizing, pruning, 
conducting post harvest irrigation. Picking of San 
Joaquin Valley grapes for fresh consumption continued. 
Emperor, red globe, Christmas rose, and crimson 
seedless were the major varieties being picked. Some 
— were still being harvested for wine use. Fuji, 

ranny Smith apple picking was still active. Kiwifruit, 
persimmon harvests continued. Valencia orange harvest 
was near completion. Naval orange poe gathered 
momentum as size, maturity improved. Lemon, satsuma 
mandarin harvests continued. Lemon sizes were small, 
picking has been limited. Lettuce harvesting continued 
in the San Joaquin Valley and central coast areas. 
Harvest of fall cantaloupes, honeydew melons declined 
significantly in the Imperial Valley. Fall broccoli, 
Cauliflower harvests began to accelerate in the San 
Joaquin Valley. med a aed harvesting was completed in 
most areas. Additional vegetable crops harvested 
included green beans, cabbage, mustard, turnips, peas, 
spinach, sweet potatoes, beets. Garlic, carrot, red onion, 
ae fields were planted in central, southern counties. 

inter pasture conditions were good in northern areas. 
Conditions in the central part of the State were fair at 
best, as storms continued to miss the area. Stocker 
Cattle were moving onto winter pastures, especially in the 
northern areas as snow arrived at higher elevations. 
Supplemental feeding of cattle continued in the central 
counties, where some stocker cattle remain in lots untii 
rangeland conditions improve. Most fall calving was 
completed and lambing was winding down. 





COLORADO: Mild weather conditions during the week 
enabled farmers to make additional progress in 
harvesting late-season crops. Unusually warm weather 
have also allowed for additional growth on the 1999 
winter wheat crop across the eastern Plains. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 
moisture 10% very short, 50% short, 40% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 45% short, 50% 
adequate. Wheat 1% poor, 16% fair, 76% good, 7% 
excellent; 90% planted, 76% 1997, 88% avg. Soybeans 
81% harvested, 51% 1997, 72% avg. Alfalfa hay 85% 
fifth cutting, 84% 1997, 72% avg. Hay supplies 17% 
short, 83% adequate. Pasture feed 8% poor, 30% fair, 
62% good. Activities: Corn harvesting finished up, wheat 
lanting nearing completion, hay harvesting close to 
inish. 
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FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture throughout Panhandle, 
northern Peninsula short to adequate, with areas very 
short moisture. Southern Peninsula moisture adequate 
to surplus. Warm, mostly dry conditions continued. 
Light scattered showers brought about 0.50 in. rain to 
Homestead area; at least 0.50 in. to the Immokalee 
region. Some southwestern fields remain under water. 
Palmetto-Ruskin reported from note to 2.00 in. rain. 
Quincy reported at least 0.30 in. rain. Winter wheat for 

rain is being planted. Haying virtually complete. Cotton 
Raivest active. Peanut harvest complete. Sugarcane 
harvest, planting active. One-hundred percent of the 
peanut acreage for nuts has been harvested. Clear 
weather allowed growers to increase vegetable 
harvesting to meet the holiday demand. Major 
vegetables shipped: Snap beans, sweet corn, 
cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, okra, 
parsley, peppers, pickles, radishes, squash, tomatoes, 
watermelons. arm, dry in most areas with few 
showers, limited new growth, growers irrigating. Harvest 
increasing for early oranges, tangerines, tangelo, all 
grapefruit. Processing plants taking grove run fruit, 
packing house eliminations. Caretakers cutting cover 
crops, spraying, pushing out dead trees, resetting young 
trees. Pasture feed very poor 5%, poor 205, fair 40%, 

ood 35%. Cattle poor 5%, fair 45%, good 50%. 

anhandle; winter grazing small grains still slow in 
a “trsetel slow. Moisture needed for grass 
growth. North-central very little pes left, soil dry. West- 
central; grass growth seasonally very slow. Rye grass 
for winter forage being planted. Southwest; some low- 
lying areas still under water. Statewide, cattle, calves 
condition poor to good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil 
moisture 15% very short, 35% short, 48% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Cotton 11% very poor, 21% poor, 45% fair, 21% 
good, 2% excellent. Rye 84% planted, 87% 1997, 90% 
avg. Sorghum 94% harvested for grain, 85% 1997, 91% 
avg. Soy eans 24% very poor, 25% poor, 36% fair, 14% 
good, 1% excellent; 83% harvested, 52% 1997, 63% 
avg. Other small grains 77% planted, 75% 1997, 75% 
avg. Onions 11% very poor, 1% poor, 21% fair, 27% 
good; 40% excellent; 28% transplanted, 27% 1997, 31% 
avg. Pecans 16% very poor, 31% poor, 42% fair, 10% 
good, 1% excellent; 66% harvested, 56% 1997, 60% 
avg. Pasture feed 12% very poor, 23% poor, 38% fair, 
26% good, 1% excellent. Some counties were 
completing the fall harvest, while rain slowed harvest 
wy oe in parts of the State. Lack of rain continued to 

€ a problem for many counties, rain was still needed for 
planting small grains, planting is about the same as in 
1997. Cotton harvest remained ahead of 1997, ———. 
Soybean harvest was delayed in some counties, still 2 
weeks ahead. Soybean condition decreased. Other 
activities included routine care of livestock, pasture over 
seeding, preparation of greenhouses to plant next year’s 
tobacco, vegetables, sanitation chores. 





HAWAII: Weather conditions were generally 
unfavorable for agriculture. Cloudy skies, frequent 
showers slowed farming activities, crop growth for most 
of the week. Gusty trade winds hampered irrigation, 
spraying during the second half of the week. Banana 
fields adversely affected by weather. Cloudy skies 
Slowed fruit development. Brisk winds shredded leaves 
in exposed areas. Harvesting of papayas will remain 
heavy. Farmers will increase spraying with the advent of 
rainy weather. Head cabbage harvesting varied heavy 
to light by district. Overall ig» quality was good. Most 
other vegetables made fair to poor progress due to 
inclement weather. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 
moisture 1% surplus, 73% adequate, 26% short 
Temperature across the State above normal. 
Precipitation totals still below normal except in northern 
areas of the State. Apples harvested 99%, 1997 100%, 
avg. 100%. Corn harvested for grain 72%, 1997 86%, 
avg. 81%. Sugarbeets harvested 100%, 1997 100%, 
avg. 99%. Activities: Fall ground preparation, wrapping 
up fall harvest, caring for livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 3% short, 88% adequate, 8% 
surplus. Dry weather last week allowed farmers to nearly 
finish corn harvest. As the 1998 crop season winds 
down, farmers are busy applying anhydrous ammonia, 
lime, fertilizer, as well as completing fall tillage, storing 
equipment. 





INDIANA: _ Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 
moisture 4% very short, 26% short, 68% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 9% very short, 25% short, 
61% adequate, 5% surplus. Dry weather conditions 
enhanced fall field preparation for next year's planting 
season. Corn harvest virtually complete. Winter wheat 
crop remains in good condition due to mild weather 
temperatures. Activities: Harvesting corn, fall tillage, 
applying manure, fertilizer and lime, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. The week's 
warm, dry weather allowed genes to get back to work 
on fall activities. Harvest is nearly complete, with just 
scattered reports of corn and soybean fields left. Corn 
acreage harvested 98%, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Winter 
wheat planted 98%, 98% 1997, 100% avg. Completion 
of 1999 row crop fall tillage 54%, 53% 1997, 46% avg.:; 
fall fertilizer applied 48%, 49% 1997. Grain movement 
rated 24% none, 46% light, 25% moderate, 5% heavy. 
The grain storage situation has begun to stabilize. Off- 
farm grain storage 31% short, 67% adequate, 2% 
surplus; on-farm storage 28% short, 69% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Feedlot conditions improved with the warm 
weather last week as livestock remain in mostly good 
condition. Availability of hay, roughage supplies 3% 
short, 86% adequate, 11% surplus; quality of hay, 
roumese supplies 8% poor, 48% fair, 44% good. Use of 
stubble fields for grazing 20% none, 26% light, 44% 
moderate, 10% extensive. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 1% short, 73% adequate, 25% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% short, 80% adequate, 16% 
surplus. Fall harvest is nearly complete. Some fields 
are still too wet to enter, especially in the southeast. 
Soybeans harvested 91%, 98% 1997, 97% avg. 
Sunflowers harvested 96%, 95% 1997. Pasture feed 2% 
very poor, 6% poor, 30% fair, 55% good, 7% excellent. 
Stock water supplies 2% short, 88% adequate, 10% 
Surplus. Producers were weaning calves, moving cattle 
to crop residue. Health problems for calves persist due 
to change in weather, muddy conditions. 





KENTUCKY: Early week suitable for fieldwork, late- 
week rain delayed wrap up of corn, soybean harvest but 
benefited tobacco — Topsoil, subsoil moisture 
mostly adequate to short. Additional rain needed to 


resupply stock ponds. ye above-normal 
e 


temperatures, light rainfall late in the week allowed 
farmers to continue harvest of the few remaining fields. 
Relative humidity generally favorable for tobacco 
Stripping, with crop Peak i 50% stripped. Most 
producers transporting tobacco to auction market, with 
sales floors having ample supplies available for sale on 
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opening day, 23rd. Soil moisture generally adequate 
statewide for fall seeded small grains. Wheat seeding 
nearing completion, emerged eon good to fair 
condition. Poor pasture conditions make supplemental 
feeding necessary. Cattle mostly good condition. 





LOUISIANA: Days Suitable for fieldwork 3.2. Soil 
moisture 4% short, 62% adequate, 34% surplus. Cotton: 
Cotton harvest was completed. Hay 100% final cutting, 
100% 1997, 100% avg. Pecans 64% harvested, 58% 
1997, 52% avg. ‘<) o 1% very poor, 10% poor, 
25% fair, 47% good, 17% excellent; 50% harvested, 49% 
1997, 55% avg. Sweet potatoes 97% harvested, 92% 
1997, 93% ri Wheat 3% | cong 17% fair, 77% good, 
3% excellent; 98% planted, 82% 1997, 77% avg.; 91% 
emerged, 68% 1997, 64% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 
7% poor, 39% fair, 49% good, 3% excellent. Most 
cattlemen are winter feeding. Vegetables 7% ae poor, 
13% poor, 35% fair, 39% good, 6% excellent. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 20% poor, 37% fair, 35% good, 5% 
excellent. Winter pastures are improving due to added 
moisture, cooler weather. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 
moisture 29% very short, 56% short, 15% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 32% very short, 57% short, 11% 
pone gr Rye 2% very poor, 11% poor, 36% fair, 50% 
good, 1% excellent; 97% planted, 96% 1997, 96% avg. 
Wheat 4% very poor, 15% poor, 36% fair, 44% good, 1% 
excellent; 96% planted, 90% 1997, 93% avg. Field corn 
97% combined, 90% 1997, 94% avg. Soybeans 93% 
harvested, 77% 1997, 81% avg. Tobacco 30% stripped, 
25% 1997, 25% avg. Pasture feed 21% very poor, 41% 
a 17% fair, 21% good. Alfalfa hay 85% 5th cutting, 

7% 1997, 77% avg. Hay supplies 2% very short, 32% 
short, 57% adequate, 9% surplus. Activities: Rye, wheat 
seeding virtually completed, corn harvesting completed, 
soybean harvesting continued, as well as tobacco 
stripping. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. ah and 
i 


corn harvests were ras up with mild conditions. 
Temperatures were 1 to 2 degrees above normal, and 
precipitation was light. Fall tillage made good progress. 





MINNESOTA: Snowfall during the week occurred 
mostly in northern areas of the State. Some areas 
received significant accumulation. Temperatures were 
rg normal, especially during the latter part of the 
week. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Soil 
moisture 6% very short, 17% short, 64% adequate, 13% 
surplus. Cotton 100% harvested, 97% 1997, 97% avg. 
Soybeans 100% harvested, 93% 1997, 94% avg. Sweet 
ong 100% harvested, 95% 1997, 99% avg. Wheat 
8% planted, 88% 1997, 92% avg.. 91% emerged, 78% 
1997, 83% avg.; 3% very poor, 4% poor, 44% fair, 48% 
ood, 1% excellent. Cattle 6% very poor, 8% poor, 28% 
air, 52% good, 6% excellent. Activities: Main farming 
activity for the week was feeding cattle. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. All districts 
reporting several days. Topsoil moisture 2% short, 79% 
adequate, 19% surpius. Wettest area is the west-central 
district at 32% surplus, followed by north-central, 
northeast, central, all around 25% surplus. Ground 
intended for next year’s spring crops that has been 
worked at least once (excluding no till) 37%, 41% 1997, 
36% avg. Favorable weather hastening completion of 
row crop harvest. Corn harvest least advanced in 
northeast district at 90%, followed by northwest, north- 


central, west-central around 95%. Soybean harvest 
ranges from 95% northeast, west-central, southwest, to 
near completion most other districts. Sorghum harvest 
in central, northeast districts least advanced at 88%, 
other districts 95% or more. Recent warm weather, 
available moisture have helped growth of wheat, 
pastures. Precipitation 0.22 in., ranging from virtually 
none in northern half of State to over 0.50 in. in south- 
central, southeast districts. Pasture feed 3% poor, 32% 
fair, 57% good, 8% excellent. 





MONTANA: Most areas of the State received varying 
amounts of snow last week. Temperatures over much of 
the State last week were in the 30's degrees C, low 40's 
i C. Recent moisture has been welcomed b 
winter wheat producers, as they have indicated that their 
crops are e well. Livestock producers are still 
moving cattle, sheep off of summer pasture. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 
moisture 3% short, 91% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 1% very short, 8% short, 85% adequate, 6% 
surplus. Little or no ee statewide. Corn 
harvest 95%, 95% 1997, 95% avg. Soybean harvest 
98%, 99% 1997, 100% avg. Sorghum harvest 98%, 97% 
1997, 97% avg. Wheat 1% poor, 23% fair, 67% good, 
9% excellent. Producer activities: Recordkeeping, 
fencing, livestock care. 





NEVADA: Light precipitation fell across central, 
northern locations, while the south remained dry. 
Temperatures warmed dramatically across the north over 
the weekend, high winds became common. Light snow 
continued to accumulate in northern mountains. Haying 
continued south, but was virtually complete north. Some 
corn remained to be harvested. Sod harvest continued 
south. Row-crop harvests age ee Pasture, range 
condition good. Vaccinating of cattle, movement to 
winter range continued. Cows, heifers were being 
pregnancy tested. Main farm, ranch activities: Moving, 
vaccinating, testing cattle, haying, corn harvest, 
equipment maintenance. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. 
Topsoil moisture 3% short, 55% adequate, 42% surplus. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Amount 
of feed requirements pastures are supplying ranges from 
below average to average. The irrigation water supply is 
short to adequate. Farmers are planting winter wheat for 
cover. Harvesting of fall items (beets, cabbage, endive, 
escarole, Boston, romaine lettuce, leeks, herbs, parsley, 
spinach, turnips, winter squash) occurring. Harvesting of 
soybeans continues but is slowing down with the 
harvesting of corn for grain nearly finished. Pastures 
reported in fair condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 
moisture fell to 15% very short, 32% short, 52% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Dry weather throughout State last 
week provided excellent conditions for fall harvest. 
Across the State, producers continued harvesting 
sorghum, cotton, chile, pecans. Sorghum harvest was 
nearly three-fourths completed, far behind last year at 
this time. Cotton crop fell behind schedule, because of 
cool weather during the spring, has never caught up. 
Harvest, still not two-thirds completed, was far behind 
1997 at this time, average. Fifty-five percent of the red 
chile had been harvested, keeping the crop’s progress 
well behind the same time in 1997, 74% 1997; 30% fair, 
59% good, 11% excellent. Corn harvest was completed 
last week, 100% 1997; 7% poor, 4% fair, 65% good, 24% 
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excellent. Cattle, sheep ranchers were busy moving 
their livestock to market. Both remained in fair to good 
condition. 





NEW YORK: Continued mild weather permitted outside 
activities to progress with little interruption. Potato, 
apple, onion growers graded, packed, moved crops to 
market. Cider making slowed. Wine making was in full 
swing. Producers of turkeys prepared equipment for 
slaughtering. Many farmers across the State took time 
off during the week for deer hunting. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. 
The week’s good weather proved to be beneficial to 
farmers harvesting late-season crops, planting grains. 
Statewide, precipitation, temperatures were a little above 
normal. Soil moisture remains short to a short in most 
areas and for the State 9% very short, 36% short, 50% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Continued progress was made 
harvesting cotton soybeans, which are well above the 5- 
year averages. Pasture conditions continue to 
deteriorate. Activities: Harvesting late-season crops; 
planting small grains; tending livestock; cutting and 
shipping Christmas trees. 





NORTH DAKOTA: There was no fieldwork throughout 
the state due to snow. Some eastern counties still have 
a few acres of late-season crops unharvested. Most 
producers hauled hay in before the snow, except a few 
producers are having difficulties due to snow and now 
melting snow. Calves were being weaned. Livestock 
were grazing fields again due to favorable weather 
conditions. Producers were mostly quiet as they 
reviewed their 1998 situation. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 
moisture 4% very short, 26% short, 67% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Corn harvested for grain 96%, 81% 1997, 87% 
avg. Tobacco 39% stripped, 28% 1997. Winter wheat 
3% ong 21% fair, 56% good, 20% excellent. Activities 
for the State include fall lps Chiseling; harvest; 
laying tile, maintaining ditches; applying fertilizer, lime, 
potash, manure; cleaning up equipment for winter 
ee eee up bins; cutting firewood; harvesting, 
selling Christmas trees; weaning calves; stripping 
tobacco; shipping poinsettias. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 
moisture 2% very short, 7% short, 87% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 12% short, 
82% adequate, 1% surplus. Mild weather, ample soil 
moisture provided excellent growing conditions for 
wheat, forage crops. Wheat 8% grazed, 18% 1997, 18% 
avg. Oats 81% up-to-stand, 76% 1997, 70% avg.; 0% 
razed, 12% 1997, 8% avg. Soybeans 83% harvested, 
7% 1997, 84% at a Peanuts 77% combined, 96% 
1997, 95% avg. Alfalfa hay 1% very poor, 8% poor, 43% 
fair, 44% good, 4% excellent; 89% 4th cutting, 100% 
1997, 100% avg.; 51% 5th a 78% 1997, 85% avg. 
Other hay 76% 2nd cutting, 95% 1997, 99% avg. 
Livestock 1% very poor, 4% poor, 28% fair, 64% good, 
3% excellent. Pasture, range feed 4% very poor, 20% 
poor, 35% fair, 40% good, 1% excellent. Cattle 
marketings average, feeder steer prices up. 





OREGON: Activities: Harvest, fall fieldwork nearing 
completion. Fall nursery, container movement 


continued. Greenhouses busy with winter plants, 
pre daring for early-spring flowers. Live Christmas tree 

alling continued. Domestic Christmas tree sales 
continuing. Livestock condition mostly good. Some low 
land pastures still soggy. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil 
moisture 36% very short, 43% short, 20% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 100% harvested, 
100% 1997, 100% avg. Soybeans harvested 95% 
complete, 83% 1997, 84% avg. Fail plowing 87% 
complete, 88% 1997, 92% avg. Barley — 99% 
complete, 97% 1997, average not available. Alfalfa 4th 
Cutting 98% complete, 92% 1997, 91% avg. Quality of 
hay made 13% very poor, 8% poor, 45% fair, 31% good, 
3% excellent. Apple harvest 100% complete, 100% 
1997, 100% avg. Activities: Fall plowing; harvesting 
corn, soybeans; seeding wheat, cover crops; filling silos; 
machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling, 
spreading manure; spreading lime, fertilizer; grading 
potatoes; chopping, discing stalks; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. 
Soil moisture 13% very short, 36% short, 47% adequate, 
4% surplus. Barley 100% planted, 99% 1997, 83% avg.; 
85% emerged, 96% 1997, 76% avg.; 75% fair, 25% 
good. Livestock 6% poor, 32% fair, 60% good, 2% 
excellent. Oats 83% planted, 90% 1997, 85% avg., 70% 
emerged, 82% 1997, 75% avg.; 2% very poor, 9% poor, 
46% fair, 43% good. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 15% 

oor, 40% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 100% 

arvested, 98% 1997, 98% avg. Pecans 60% harvested, 
63% 1997, 51% avg.; 9% poor, 67% fair, 24% good. Rye 
87% planted, 92% 1997, 81% avg.; 70% emerged, 78% 
1997, 68% avg.; 4% very poor, 13% poor, 46% fair, 37% 
good. Sorghum 99% harvested, 98% 1997. Winter 
grazings 91% planted, 95% 1997, 91% avg.; 80% 
emerged, 83% 1997, 82% avg.; 11% ‘. poor, 13% 
poor, 39% fair, 36% good, 1% excellent. Winter wheat 
47% planted, 46% 1997, 49% avg.; 38% emerged, 36% 
1997, 33% avg.: 6% poor, 65% fair, 27% good, 2% 
excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.4. 
Topsoil moisture 59% adequate, 41% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 69% adequate, 31% surplus. Week of 
sunshine, warmer weather melted snow, leaving behind 
muddy fields, making fieldwork difficult. Harvest 
resumed but made little progress this week due to the 
poor field conditions. Sunflower 94% harvested, 100% 
1997, 99% avg. Winter rye 20% fair, 42% good, 38% 
excellent. Winter wheat, winter rye remain in good 
condition . Livestock remain in good to excellent 
condition, some stress, death loss being reported. 
Livestock 1% poor, 14% fair, 62% good, 23% excellent. 
Stock water supplies 1% short, 75% adequate, 24% 
surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 3% very short, 30% short, 67% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 4% very short, 32% short, 63% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Burley 76% marly Hn 64% 1997, 
73% avg. Winter wheat 96% seeded, 89% 1997, 87% 
avg., winter wheat 76% emerged; 6% poor, 25% fair, 
57% good, 12% excellent. Adequate moisture allowed 
market preparations for burley tobacco producers to 
continue, with more than three-fourths of the crop 
Stripped by week’s end. Emergence of winter wheat 
acreage also moved beyond the three-fourths mark with 
good moisture. 





TEXAS: Northern half of State enjoyed open, dry 
conditions, while southern half remained under cloudy, 
damp conditions until late week when open, sunny 
weather returned. Fieldwork active in Plains; however, 
Saturated fields in most other areas kept fieldwork to 
minimum. Supplemental feeding of livestock was main 
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activity many central, southern areas. Temperatures 
warmer most of week until weak cold front late-week 
cooled things off. 

Crops: Small grains: Wheat, oat stands continued 
make good to excellent progress nearly all areas. 
Stockers turned in fields to graze many areas. There 
was considerable amount acreage to be planted for grain 
central, south-central; however, wet fields have stalled 
progress. Cotton harvest moved ahead rapidly in Plains 
as producers raced to beat next wet spell. Many 
remaining fields north-central are of poor quality due wet 
conditions. Harvest also made good progress Trans- 
Pecos. Grain sorghum: Harvest made good progress in 
the Plains most of week. Sunny days, warmer weather 
increased maturing later fields. Most focus put on cotton 
harvest; however, some producers would like another 
freeze to finish crop. Peanuts: Harvest continued, was 
winding down many fields north-central as open, dryer 
conditions returned. Combining again slow south- 
central, with some previously dug fields turning brown 
due to prolonged wet conditions. Soybeans: Harvest 
winding down in the Plains with good weather conditions. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, planted 
crops made good progress last week, fieldwork slowly 
moved ahead as fields dried. San Antonio-Winter 
Garden, cabbage, spinach fields made good ——— 
last week. East, sweet — harvest completed most 
fields. Trans Pecos, chili pepper harvest moved ahead 
under open conditions. Pecans: Harvest increased 
many areas as dryer conditions returned. Significant 
ogee | reported. Harvest eet down Southern 
areas. Peaches: Producers began their fall spraying 
programs many areas. 

Range and Livestock: Producers busy in the northern 
areas trying to get final hay cutting. Wheat, oats 
providing good grazing many areas. Livestock 
conditions remained good. Markets active with higher 
prices reported quality calves. 











UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil moisture 
1% short, 98% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
2% short, 98% adequate. Harvest season is virtually 
over for this crop year. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 
moisture 42% very short, 47% short, 11% adequate. 
Subsoil moisture 41% very short, 47% short, 12% 
adequate. Corn 100% harvested, 92% 1997, 96% avg. 
Cotton 98% harvested, 71% 1997, 83% avg. Soybeans 
79% harvested, 58% 1997, 64% avg. Winter wheat 86% 
seeded, 68% 1997, 78% avg. Barley 98% seeded, 98% 
1997, 98% avg. Winter apples 100% harvested, 99% 
1997, 100% avg. Pasture feed 38% very poor, 39% 
poor, 19% fair, 4% good. Livestock 3% very poor, 15% 
poor, 35% fair, 43% good, 4% excellent. Weather 
conditions remained mostly dry throughout the 
Commonwealth last week. The lack of additional 
moisture has made it necessary for producers to 
increase their feeding of livestock from supplemental to 


full-scale levels. Many producers continue to water their 
livestock from private wells, as creeks, ponds remain 
well-below-normal levels. In spite of dry weather 
conditions, some small grain producers have reported 
oo germination and ps eng Other producers, 

owever, have reported that their crop has been in the 
ground for nearly 6 weeks, with little or no growth at all. 
With the exception of double-cropped ree nearly 
all summer crops have been harvested. Other activities 
for the week included continued marketing of cattle, 
grading and preparing tobacco for market, harvesting 
vegetables, taking soil samples, harvesting milo, 
overseeding pastures, hay fields, participating in 
pesticide re-certification classes. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. 
Topsoil moisture 3% very short, 22% short; 50% 
adequate, 25% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very short, 
40% short, 50% adequate, 2% surplus. Combination of 
rain, mild weather were beneficial for the winter wheat 
crop, moderate grass weed problems in early-seeded 
wheat became evident. Corn for grain 80% harvested, 
78% 1997, 76% avg. Hay, other roughage supplies, 2% 
short, 78% adequate, 20% surplus. Livestock on winter 
feeding programs, calves were being weaned. Cranberry 
harvest was completed, all fruit was harvested except for 
ice wine grapes. Low returns disappointed apple 
growers. Christmas tree harvest continued rapidly with 
growers trying to fill orders on time, Christmas tree 
stands began to open. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. 
Topsoil moisture 16% very short, 60% short, 24% 
adequate. State experienced a cool, dry week. Low- 
mositure supplies have caused pastures to decline in 
some areas of the State. Rain is needed to restore soil 
moisture, improve pasture conditions. Corn harvested 
for grain 93%, 81% 1997, 85% avg. Wheat 14% poor, 
83% fair, 3% good; planted 96%, 83% 1997, 93% avg 
plac ot 84%. Cattle 2% poor, 27% fair, 69% good, 2 
excellent. Sheep 19% fair, 74% good, 7% excellent. 


5 
0 





WISCONSIN: Most parts of the State saw some 
precipitation, with the southeast district seeing the least 
amount. In terms of cumulative rainfall, the northern 
three districts are as much as 2 to 10 inches behind the 
thirty-year normal. This shortage has had its toll on 
pastures and hay supplies. The rest of the State is 
ahead on rainfall, by as much as 1.8 to 9.1 inches. The 
amount of corn harvested is now estimated to be 96%, 
up rh ge from the prior week, up 13 points from 1997, 
and 7 points above the 5-year average. 





WYOMING: Unseasonably mild weather, little 
precipitation were welcomed last week. Farmers were 
able to begin picking up the pace on the corn for grain 
harvest. Ranchers were able to save winter hay supplies 
by keeping cattle on pastures. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


November 15 - 21, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 





FSU-WESTERN: Continued unseasonably cold weather caused 
winter wheat to enter dormancy as far south as the Black Sea Coast. 


EUROPE: Unseasonably cold weather halted winter grain growth in 
western Europe and prompted crops in the east to begin entering 
dormancy. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather continued to delay early 
winter grain planting in Morocco and western Algeria, while light 
showers farther east in eastern Algeria and Tunisia helped condition 
topsoils for planting. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered showers in the east kept mature winter 
grains unfavorably wet in northern growing areas, but beneficial 


dryness returned to the southeast. 


SOUTH ASIA: Two tropical cyclones hit rice areas of eastern India. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Widespread, soaking rain raised moisture levels 
for corn and other summer crops. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Tropical Storm Dawn struck southern 
Vietnam, producing heavy showers and slowing rice harvesting. 


EASTERN ASIA: Cooler weather hardened winter grains across the 
North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, dry weather returned to 
the major wheat areas of southern Buenos Aires, reducing soil moisture 
for winter wheat. 


CENTRAL AMERICA: Unseasonably heavy showers (30-140 mm) 
slowed flood recovery efforts in Honduras. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





Unseasonably cold weather continued to prevail over the region, 
causing winter grains to begin entering dormancy as far south as the 
Black Sea Coast. Widespread rain and snow (10-40 mm or more) 
continued to boost moisture supplies in previously dry areas of eastern 
Ukraine and southern Russia. Widespread snow continued to fall from 
the Baltics and Belarus eastward across northern Russia, maintaining 
a protective snow cover. The snow cover in these areas protected 
winter grains from bitterly cold weather (extreme minimum 
temperatures ranging from -15 to -29 degrees C). Farther south, 
extreme minimum temperatures in Ukraine and southern Russia 
ranged from 0 to -15 degrees C. In October, drought persisted through 
the middle of the month in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia 
(southern Black Soils Region, North Caucasus, and the lower Volga 
Valley), delaying winter wheat planting well beyond optimum dates 
and adversely affecting crop development. In contrast, above-normal 
precipitation and mild weather in western Ukraine and northern Russia 
(Northwest Region, Central Region, northern Black Soils Region, 
Volga Vyatsk, and the upper Volga Valley) favored winter grain 
establishment. Since October 20, light to moderate showers have 
brought much-needed moisture to drought-stricken winter wheat areas 
in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia. However, unseasonably cold 
weather during the past 2 weeks has limited plant establishment, 
making crops more vulnerable to potential winterkill conditions. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 


A slow start to the autumn rainy season continued to delay early winter 
grain planting in Morocco and western Algeria. Farther east, light to 
moderate showers (10-37 mm or more) in eastern Algeria and northern 
Tunisia helped to initiate planting. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 
to 3 degrees C above normal in Morocco and western Algeria and near 
to slightly below normal in Tunisia. In October, dry weather prevailed 
over Morocco and most of Algeria, where topsoils remained 
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unfavorably dry for winter grain planting. In extreme northeastern 
Algeria and northern Tunisia, widespread rain in early October was 
followed by dry weather that began around October 11 and continued 
until month’s end, slowing planting. Although the autumn rainy 
season is off to a slow start in many areas, plenty of time remains for 
planting. The bulk of the crop is typically planted from mid-November 
to a Planting often extends into early J january in Algeria. 
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emergence. Farther east, unseasonably cold weather stretched from 

Poland southward through Hungary into Greece, with weekly 

temperatures averaging 3 to 8 degrees C below normal. The cold 

weather kept winter grains dormant in northern areas and limited 

further winter grain establishment in the southeast. Widespread 

precipitation (10-25 mm or more), including some snow, accompanied 

the colder weather in southeastern Europe, halting late-autumn 
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Across the northern half of the North China Plain, cooler weather 
(minimum temperatures 0 to -7 degrees C) hardened winter wheat for 
winter dormancy and burned back some vegetative growth. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal in the North 
China Plain. Seasonably dry weather continued to hamper rainfed 
winter wheat establishment across the North China Plain. Rain (10-40 
mm) slowed late double-crop rice harvesting in the Yangtze Valley and 
southern China. Temperatures averaged 2 to 3 degrees above normal 
across the region. Mostly dry weather favored late summer crop 
harvesting across the Korean Peninsula and southern Japan. Moderate 
precipitation (50-150 mm) slowed late rice harvesting across northern 
Japan (Hokkaido and northwestern Honshu). Rice harvesting neared 
completion across Japan and the Korean Peninsula. During October, 
below-normal rainfall in the North China Plain stressed germinating 
to vegetative rainfed winter wheat but favored summer crop harvesting. 
Near-normal October rainfall maintained moisture supplies for late rice 
across the Yangtze Valley. Near- to above-normal rainfall slowed 
summer crop harvesting in Manchuria, South Korea, and Japan. 
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Scattered, generally light showers (less than 25 mm in most locations) 
continued in the agricultural areas of Queensland and northern New 
South Wales. The moisture kept unharvested winter grains 
unfavorably wet. In addition, cooler-than-normal temperatures 
accompanied the rainfall, slowing cotton and sorghum development. 
Isolated, heavier showers (25-50 mm or more) were recorded in coastal 
sugarcane areas. Elsewhere, variable rain (1-33 mm) swept across 
Western Australia’s winter grain belt, but favorably drier conditions 
dominated the southeast. In New Zealand, the main pasture lands 
were dry. During October, unseasonable wetness redeveloped over the 
winter grain areas of Queensland and New South Wales, slowing 
fieldwork and worsening crop quality prospects. The heaviest rainfall 
(weekly totals of 25-50 mm or more), which came late in the month, 
also had a negative effect on sugarcane yields. October rainfall was 
near to below normal in the western and southeastern winter grain 
belts, favoring growth of filling to maturing crops. Temperatures 
averaged near to below normal throughout the nation’s agricultural 
districts. 
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Tropical cyclones struck India’s east coast on the 16th and 21st, 
bringing locally heavy rain (SO mm or more) and high winds to coastal 
rice areas. The first storm bore sustained winds of about 80 knots and 
may have damaged unharvested main-season rice and newly seeded 
secondary crops. The second storm, formerly known as “Chip,” was 
somewhat weaker, with sustained winds of about 65 knots. Seasonable 
warmth and dryness elsewhere favored summer crop harvests and 
allowed winter grain and oilseed planting to proceed unhindered. 
During October, outbreaks of unseasonable rainfall were harmful to 
maturing summer crops but provided the region with favorable levels 
of moisture for secondary (rabi) crops. In the southern interior, 
persistent, moderate to heavy showers dominated early in the month. 
In mid-October, locally heavy rain threatened maturing rice and cotton 
in north-central India. By month’s end, unseasonably heavy rain in 
eastern rice areas centered over Bangladesh hampered both harvesting 
and transplanting. 
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Tropical Storm Dawn hit the south-central coast of Vietnam on 
November 20, with sustained winds near 35 knots (40 mph). Dawn 
brought heavy showers (100-300 mm) and flooding to southern 
Vietnam, slowing rice harvesting. In Java, heavy showers (40-130 
mm) continued to increase moisture supplies for main-season rice, but 
slowed fieldwork. In the Philippines, moderate to heavy showers (40- 
125 mm) slowed summer grain harvesting, but increased moisture 
supplies for second-season crop planting. Unseasonably heavy showers 
(20-60 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 75 mm) slowed main- 
season rice harvesting but increased moisture supplies for the 
upcoming second-season rice crop. Showers (30-75 mm) maintained 
moisture supplies for oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. During 
mid-October, two typhoons (Zeb and Babs) hit the northern Philippines 
(Luzon island), causing flooding and damage to mature crops. Above- 
normal October rainfall contributed to flooding and possible rice 
damage in central and southern Vietnam. Below-normal rainfall aided 
rice harvesting in Thailand. Near- to above-normal October rainfall 
increased moisture supplies for oil palm across peninsular Malaysia. 
In Java, unseasonably heavy showers slowed main-season rice planting 
and caused some replanting. 
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Widespread, locally heavy rain (25-50 mm, locally exceeding 100 mm) 
provided ample moisture for summer crop germination and 
establishment. Drier weather prevailed across important wheat areas 
of Western Cape, favoring late harvests. In the corn belt, heavy 
showers (100 mm or more) were recorded in every province, with the 
highest concentration centered over Gauteng. Locally heavy rain also 
fell in coastal sugarcane areas of KwaZulu Natal. Temperatures 
averaged near to above normal, with highs reaching the mid 30's 
degrees C in the western and central corn belt prior to the arrival of 
soaking rains. In October, rainfall was near to above normal in 
western and northern sections of the corn belt. Most of the rain came 
early in the month, and the ensuing drier weather favored fieldwork 
that included summer crop planting and wheat harvesting. Dry pockets 
that existed in eastern Free State and Northern Province have since 
filled in, resulting in mostly favorable moisture levels for summer 
crops across the country. Unlike last season, planting should be 
completed on schedule, weather permitting. 
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In central Argentina, dry weather returned to southern Buenos Aires, 
reducing soil moisture for reproductive to filling winter wheat. To the 
north, heavy showers (100-150 mm) slowed filling to maturing winter 
wheat and possibly reduced quality in southern Santa Fe. The 
moisture, however, erased lingering moisture deficits for summer crop 
planting. According to reports as of November 13, corn was 68 percent 
planted versus 72 percent last year, sunseed was 75 percent planted 
versus 68 percent last year, and soybeans were 22 percent planted 
versus 23 percent last year. In southern Brazil, light to moderate 
showers (10-40 mm) eased short-term dryness in Rio Grande do Sul. 
Elsewhere, somewhat drier weather favored summer crop planting. 
According to reports as of November 12, soybeans were 32 percent 
planted compared with 30 percent last year. In October, below-normal 
rainfall stressed vegetative to reproductive winter wheat across central 
Argentina. Rain increased soil moisture levels in late October and 
early November, helping to stabilize crop prospects. In southern 
Brazil, continued above-normal rainfall slowed winter wheat 
harvesting and reduced wheat quality. 
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The NWS co-operative network is the principal 
source of the snow depth reports. 
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